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PROSPECTUS. 

.-"y»^3  if  «*•;;••}   <ft  i-Sirvv 


J.  O  collect  information,  and  convey  inftruftion,  to  inveftigate 
fhe  fiureft  fources  of  knowledge,  arrange  his  materials  in  lumi- 
nous order,  and  regular  fyftem,  and  thence  render  himfelf 
clear  and  accurate ;  to  detail  the  authority  on  which  each  record 
is  framed,  and  thereby  afcertain  its  credit  with  precifion  ;  and 
to  abhor  fidrion,  and  boldly  and  uniformly  deliver  truth  with 
fimplicity  and  fincerity,  appear  the  proper  object  and  duty  of 
an  hiftorian.  To  fuch  ends  are  our  views  direcled,  and  by 
fuch  principles  (hall  our  Narrative  be  regulated. 

The  evidence  on  which  this  Hiflory  will  principally  depend, 
fbr  proving  its  ftatements  at  an  early  period,  may  properly, 
perhaps,  be  termed  internal.  It  will  be  extracted  from  authentic 
documents,  the  celebrated  Autograph  of  DomefHay,  the  Foedera 
of  Rymer,  the  Anglo-Saxonic  and  Norman  Laws,  the  National 
Records,  the  Rolls  of  Parliament,  Journals,  Statutes,  &c.  &c. 
— By  the  liberal  and  judicious  patronage  of  His  Majefty,  and 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  a  great  part  of  this  valuable  in- 
formation has  been  prefented  to  the  public,  from  the  prefs ; 
ibme  lodged  in  public  libraries  for  the  advantage  of  the  ftudent ; 
and  the  whole  is  better  known  and  more  generally  coniulted, 
than  at  any  former  aera.  When  fuch  opportunities  are  afforded, 
fuch  advantages  prefented,  it  may  appear  ftrange  that  the  annals 
and  fentiments  of  ignorant  and  bigotted  Chroniclers,  or *  Monks,. 

* 

*  We  place  not  implicit  confidence  in  ecclefiaftical  Charters,  fince  we  are 
certain  that  many  Latin  ones  were  forged,  to  efcape  the  rapacity  of  the  Normans, 
•who  could  not  read  the  Saxon  Records.  Vide  Hkkefii  Thefaur.  paflim. 

a  2  {hould 


fliould  have  chiefly  occupied  the  attention  of -Englim  hiftorians. 
It  is  our  defign  to  rejecl:  every  thing  that  comes  in  a  queftion- 
able  fhape,  our  wifh  to  tranfmit  faffs,  not  opinions. — But  to 
proceed  to  ouT  Plan — This  Hiftory,  will  be  comparative  and 
progreffive,  will  confift  of  fix  grand  Parts  or  Divifions,  each 
containing  various  Chapters,  or  Diflertations,  on  different  fub- 
je&s.  The  firft  divifion,  or  period,  will  comprehend  the  pre- 
fumed  State  of  the  Nation,  on  the  fubjefts  we  treat  upon,  in  the 
reigns  of  Edward  the  Confefibr,  William,  and  the  fucceeding 
monarchs,  previous  to  the  firft  parliament  fummoned  in  1265, 
aflembled  probably  in  i29~5- — Here  our  foundation  muft  be 
eftablifhed ;  and  we  wilh  tu  procure  every  article,  that  can 
render  it  compacl,  folid,  and  irremoveable. — But  though  our 
firft  &ra.  will  occupy  two  quarto  volumes,  one  comprizing  a 
Topographical  Defcription  of  South  Britain,  the  other  its  Civil 
Hiftory ;  no  other  diftin&ive  period  will  extend  beyond  half  a 
volume,  till  we  arrive  at  the  eighteenth  century,  if  Providence 
permits  fo  diftant  a  continuation.  It  is  prefumed  that  nine 
limilar  numbers  will  complete  our  firft  ^ra,  for  in  fubfequent 
Fafciculos,  publifhed  every  three  months,  the  Topographical 
and  Hiftorical  Defcription  of  two,  or  occafionally  three  or 
more  Counties  will  be  given.  It  is  the  wifh  of  the  Author  to 
continue  his  Maps  on  a  fimilar  plan  with  the  Specimen 
exhibited;  but,  if  the  Work  meets  not  with  encourage- 
ment from  the  Public,  he  certainly  muft  decline  the  heavy 
expence  of  Engraving,  abridge  his  topographical  Defcriptions, 
and  comprefs  his  arranged  matter.  To  afcertain  this  queftion, 
he  will  naturally  calculate  the  number  of  Copies  fold  previous 
to  the  continuation  of  this  Work,  or  the  number  of  Subfcribers 
who  pleafe  to  b  tranfmit  their  names  to  MR.  FAULDER, 

b  No  Money  to  be  paid  previous  to  the  delivery,  and  the  firft  Subfcriberc 
ihall  regularly  receive  the  firft  Impreflions  of  the  Maps. 

BOND- 


BOND-STREET,  as  Patrons  of  a  fimilar  continuation  for  the 
Counties  of  SURREY  and  SUSSEX,  including  an  Hiftorical 
Diflertation  on  "  Ranks  and  Services,"  during  the  fame  period, 
or  any  other  of  the  eight  fubfequent  numbers. — Our  next 
divifion  will  extend  to  the  aera  generally  afcribed  to  Modern 
Hiftory,  the  conclufion  of  the  reign  of  the  feventh  Henry. 
In  this,  and  every  fubfequent  divifion,  our  differtations  will 
particularly  fpecify  the  certain  advances  in  each  department, 
fince  the  preceding  ftatement.  The  fixteenth  and  feventeenth 
centuries,  terminated  nearly  with  the  lives  of  Elizabeth,  and 
William  the  third,  fupply  us  with  proper  opportunities  for 
other  divifions  of  our  Hiftory,  and  a  retrolpechve  and  com- 
parative view  of  eur  progrefs  in  Trade,  Arts,  Polity,  Popu- 
lation, and  Shipping.  The  prefent  century,  furnimes  fuch 
extenfive  materials  in  commerce  and  fcience,  exhibits  fuch 
aftoniming  proofs,  even  of  a  quadruple  increafe  in  our  imports 
and  exports,  our  revenue  and  mipping,  our  elegant  accommoda- 
tions with  the  luxurious  means  of  indulgence,  and  fuch  extent 
of  refinement,  and  prefumed  civilization,  as,  at  leaft,  approxi- 
mates to  a  frivolity  of  manners,  that  we  fhall  paufe  and  retrace 
our  fituation  at  the  clofe  of  the  reign  of  George  the  fecond, 
according  to  our  eftablifhed  arrangement.  The  fixth  part,  or 
divifion,  will  comprehend  our  farther  general  progrefs,  com- 
parative advance,  and  unexampled  extent  of  commerce,  deli- 
cacy, and  riches,  and  will  conclude  with  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, in  the  important  reign  of  a  mild,  merciful,  and  beloved 
Prince,  the  c  patron  of  arts,  navigation,  and  fcience,  the 
father  of  his  country. 

As 

c  To  applaud  princes,  at  the  prefent  moment,  is  hazardous  and  unpatriotic  ; 
but  when  any  citizen  (hall  have  proved,  that  George  the  third  encouraged  not 
Navigation,  by  patronizing  a  Cooke,  a  King,  a  Riou,  &c.  contributed  not  to  the 

afcertainment 


As  our  defcription  of  the  four  firft  centuries  from  the  Con- 
queft,  will  very  much  vary  from  the  reprefentation  exhibited 
by  many  prior  hiftorians,  fomAcelebrated  antiquaries,  and  able 
lawyers  ;  we  fhall  uniformly  annex  our  authority  in  the  ori- 
ginal language,  left  our  veracity  might  be  questioned.  By 
iuch  quotation,  the  learned  may  eafily  determine  the  propriety 
and  accuracy  of  our  obfervations,  and  the  truth  of  our  de- 
ductions, cannot  but  be  admitted.  This  mode  of  compiling 
materials,  arranging  the  fubjecl:  difcufled,  and  impartially  ac- 
commodating his  fentiment  and  language  to  the  information 
prefented  to  him,  is  certainly  an  arduous  and  laborious  under- 
taking for  an  author;  but,  by  fuch  means,  ill-founded  pre- 
judices or  pre-conceived  opinions  are  more  eafily  diflipated, 
and  mifreprefentatioiv  avoided  ;  the  influence  of  party  warps 
not  fo  eafily  the  judgment ;  and  candour  and  equity  admit  and 
tranfcribe  the  dictates  and  inferences  of  reafon. 

As  accuracy  and  truth  are  the  grand  objects  of  our  invefti- 
gatien,  we  earneftly  and  anxioufly  folicit  original  information, 
or  the  perufal  of  documents  that  have  never  been  printed. 
Mr.  FAULDER,  will  thankfully  receive  fuch  records  or  papers, 
and  guarantee  their  careful  return.  With  equal  gratitude  (hall 
we  receive  intelligence,  where  fuch  writings  are  depofited,  and 
the  means  by  which  admiffion  to  confult  them  may  be  obtained. 
For  the  prefent,  we  particularly  requeft  communications  for  the 
tirft  p  riod  of  the  Hiftory,  and  mall  feel  ourfelves  particularly 
obliged  by  the  loan  of  any  old  county  map,  addrcfled  as  above. 

afcertainment  of  a  degree  of  Longitude,  by  eftablifliing  General  Roy's  bafe ; 
benefited  not  Aftronomy,  fay  favouring  a  Herfchel ;  Science,  by  promoting  a 
Douglas,  or  a  Horfley  ;  Hiftory,  by  the  publication  of  Domefday  ;  or  Arts,  by 
difcriminating  the  Grouping  of  Weft,  or  the  funple  Elegance  of  Wyatt,  we 
will  inflantly  retraft  our  aflertibn. 

ON 


(     vii     ) 


SKETCHES  OF  OUR  ARRANGEMENT,   AND 
QUERIES  FOR  INFORMATION. 


ON  TRADE  AND  SHIPPING. 

When  was  the  rudder  transferred  d  from  the  fides  of  veflels 
and  placed  in  the  center  of  the  ftern  ? — How  long  was  tonnage 
eftimated  de  tonellis  vini  f  Was  the  Navy  e  of  Elizabeth,  op- 
pofed  to  the  Armada,  calculated  from  flich  admeafurement  ? — 
Was  94  feet  conlidered  the  ftandard  previous  to  the  feventeenth 
century? — Were  windmills  known  previous  to  1320? — At 
what  period  was  a  pennyweight  reduced  to  24  grains  from  32  ? 
— What  arts,  inventions,  or  manufactures  (and  there  are  cer- 
tainly many)  were  introduced  into  England,  or  difcovered  at 
an  earlier  aera  than  Anderfon,  and  others,  have  afcribed  to 
them?  &c.  &c. 

ON  CUSTOMS,  MANNERS,    &c. 

Is  there  any  proof  of  coroners  previous  to  1 185  ? — Is  there 
a  fummons  in  exiftence  to  a  county  or  borough  to  fend  knights 
or  reprefentatives  before  Simon  Montfort's,  49  Henry  Hid.  ? 

A  Not  at  the  time  of  the  Conqueft,  if  the  Baieux  Tapeftry  is  authority.  . 
e  Mr.  Chalmers  and  hiftorians  in  general  ftate  it  at  31,985  tons,  but  we  can 
prove,  by  incontrovertible  authority,  the  Lords  Commiflioners'  Enquiry,  that  it 
was  in  faft,  one  third  lefs ;  and  if  it  was  calculated  according  to  the  antient 
fyftem,  or  modern  French  merchant  mips,  it  would  not  amount  to  12,000 
prefent  Englifh  tons ;  for  in  feeking  information,  we  began  with  Modern 
Hiftory,  in  which,  at  leafl,  we  are  equally  converfant,  as  in  mufty  Records, 
and  have  courfed  the  ftream  in  oppofition  to  its  current,  fo  long  us  we  are 
certain  of  a  pure  fource. 

ON 


ON  THE  GENERAL  STATE  OF  f  ENGLAND,  ITS 
CITIES,  BOROUGHS,  POPULATION,  &c. 

At  what  period  were  the  burgelles  of  different  cities,  &c. 
liberated  from  their  dependance  on  patrons,  and  incorporated  ? 
What  is  the  diftinftion  between  manfio,  mafura  et  domus  in 
Domefday  ? — What  is  the  g  comparative  population  in  the  time 
of  the  Conqueror  and  Henry  the  third  ? 

ON  THE  ROYAL  REVENUE— THE  STATE  OF 
LONDON— WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES— RANKS 
AND  SERVICES— SCIENCE,  ARTS,  AGRICUL- 
TURE, &c. 

The  intelligent  reader  will  eafily  collect,  indeed,  from  our 
title,  what  information  will  be  ferviceable  to  us  ;  though  we 
take  leave  to  premife,  that  war,  genealogies,  heraldry,  or  poli- 
tics, are  not  the  fubjecls  fele&ed  for  illuftration. 

*     J/i     '     V''-i  '/i3     (I'i 

f  This  will  conftitute  part  of  the  ninth  number,  and  form  a  general  Intro- 
duction, with  which  an  appropriate  Title-page  will  be  given,  for  the  refpedlive 
Topographical  and  Hiftorical  volumes. 

*  It  is  extraordinary,  that  the  number  of  houfes  in  feveral  cities  and  towns, 
ftated  by  Hume,  as  extracted  from  Domefday,  is  incorreft  in  every  inftance. 

London,  January  10,  1798. 
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TO  THE  READER. 

AS  all  our  Maps  will  be  conftrudled  on  a  new  principle,  a 
few  previous  directions  may  be  neceflary  to  render  ourfelves 
more  intelligible. 

Geographers  have  uniformly  divided  the  degrees  of  latitude 
and  longitude  into  fixty  parts.  But  fince  a  degree  of  latitude 
never  varies  its  proportion,  (which  is  generally  eftimated  at 
69*  Britifh  flatute  miles,  but  more  accurately  at  69.35  or 
nearly  69!-,)  and  a  degree  of  longitude  conftantly  varies  in  its 
approximation  to  the  Pole,  from  the  Equinoctial  Line,  we 
have  attempted  to  make  thefe  variations  more  vifible,  and  to 
convey  a  more  adequate  idea  of  diflance  and  proportion,  to 
the  generality  of  our  nation,  by  delineating  the  gradual  dimi- 
nution of  the  great  circles  of  the  globe  in  the  latitude  of 
South  Britain.  When  the  variation  of  a  degree  of  longitude 
even  in  Cornwall  and  Northumberland  is  *  fix  ftatute  miles, 
furely  it  is  an  important  object  to  prefent  this  difference  inftan- 
taneoufly  to  the  eye.  This  object  is  certainly  accomplifhed  by 
the  plan  we  have  adopted,  and  which  we  (hall  endeavour  re- 
gularly to  purfue.  Farther  information  may  be  obtained  by  a 
reference  to  the  Map  of  Kent,  which  will  elucidate  our 
iyftem. 

*  In  the  fiftieth  degree  of  latitude  a  degree  of  longitude  is  39»377-l5  furlongs 
or  44.7467  ftatute  miles,  in  the  55°.  35162.84  furlongs  or  38.82  ftatute  miles, 
and  Cornwall  is  more  fouthernly,  Northumberland  more  northern^. 


VOL.    I.  1>  EXPLA- 


EXPLANATION  of  the  annexed  MAP  of  KENT. 

IN  delineating  the  outlines  of  Ken.t,  and  fixing  the  fituatiou 
of  places,  we  have  adopted  General  Roy's  boundaries,  afcer- 
tained  by  longitudinal  obfervations.     Purfuing  his  calculations, 
which  are,  doubtlefs,  fufficiently  accurate  for  practical  purpofes, 
when  he  is  certain  that  he  cannot  err  twenty-fix  yards  betwixt 
Dover  and  Greenwich  obfervatory,  we  fix  a  degree  of  latitude 
at  61,029  ful"l°ngs?  fixty-two  parts  of  a  hundred,  which  is 
equal  to  fixty-nine  ftatute  miles  thirty- five  parts  of  a  hundred, 
or  nearly  fixty-nine  miles  one  third ;    a  degree  of  longitude, 
in  the  latitude  of  Greenwich,  at  38,161  furlongs  ninety-fix 
parts  of  a  hundred,  or  forty-three  miles  thirty-fix  parts,  nearly 
forty-three  miles  one  third.     The  difference  of  longitude  be- 
twixt Greenwich  and  Dover  is  one  degree,  nineteen  minutes, 
thirty  feconds,  or  51,200  furlongs  one-fifth;  their  difference 
of  latitude  is  21,559  furlongs  eighty-eight  parts  ;  and  as  thefe 
lines  bifecl   each  other  at  a  right  angles,    the  fquare  of  the 
hypotenufe   fubtending    fuch   angle,    muft   be    equal   to   the 
b  fquares  of  thofe  two  lines.     This  is  the  bafe  on  which  our 
great  triangles  are  conftrusfted;  whofe  length  is  55,554  fathoms, 
or  fixty-three  ftatute  miles  one-tenth.     To  fhew  how  near  our 
calculations  approximate  to  accuracy,  we  publifh  our  double 
procefs  in  the  following  table. 

-r  ',i  :  .Lj.."    :  ,  ...-;-aJ.)  ilinftft  :»tl!  uj  * 
•  Vid.  Euclid,  Book  I.  prop.  47*. 

*>  Square  of  the  longitudinal  line          2,621,440,000 
Latitudinal  464,833,600 

3,086,273,600 
Square  root  55554*28,  or  63.1  •/  ftatute  miles,  equal  to  3>o86,273,58i. 
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KENT  admeafured  by  Triangles,  from  a  MAP  laid  down 
according  to  its  afcertained  Latitude  and  Longitude,  on. 
*  mathematical  Principles. 

Dimenfions  in  Englifh  Statute  Miles  and  Tenths. 


Triangles  by  Perpendiculars  . 

Triangles  by  the  three  Sides. 

No. 

The  Bafe. 

The  Per- 
pendicular. 

CS  Area  as  Half 
of  a 
Parallelogram. 

Uimenlions  • 
of  the 
firft  Side. 

Second  Side. 

Third  Side. 

ts  Area  by  the 
Square  Root. 

I 

42. 

20-7 

436.8 

42. 

32-5 

26.7 

435- 

2 

30-5 

17.6 

268.4 

30-5 

29.5 

I8.5 

266. 

3 

24- 

13.2 

I58.4 

24. 

25.7 

'3-3 

158-3 

4 

25-7 

16  9 

217.16 

25.7 

23-8 

19.4 

220. 

5 

18.9 

8.2 

77- 

18.9 

13.6 

11.5 

76. 

6 

16.8 

9-7 

81.48 

16.8 

14. 

n.8 

8l.6 

7 

21. 

10.4 

109.2 

21. 

!9-8 

II.  2 

109.2 

8 

7-2 

4-9 

"7.59 

7.3 

1-3 

5-6 

*8.S 

9 

8. 

2.4 

9.6 

8. 

5-5 

4- 

10. 

10 

5.8 

4.6 

'3-34 

5-8 

5-5 

5-5 

13.6 

ii 

7-7 

4- 

15.4 

7-7 

6.6 

4-7 

15.4 

12 

7.2 

•9 

3.24 

7.2 

5- 

2.5 

3-i 

'3 

3-8 

.8 

1.52 

3-8 

2-5 

1.8 

1.63 

'4 

5-7 

a.7 

7-7 

5-7 

5'7> 

3- 

8.25 

*5 

5-9 

2.2 

6.49 

5-9 

5-8 

2.3 

6.6 

16 

lp.2 

3-5 

17.85 

10.2 

8. 

4-8 

x7-3 

'7 

9.2 

2.7 

12.42 

9-2 

5-4 

5.2 

12.3 

18 

12. 

3- 

18. 

12. 

"•3 

3-5 

17.6 

19 

5-5 

1.3 

3-67 

5-5 
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n. 
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23 
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5- 

2.4 

5-5 
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•9 

•9 

2.2 

"•5 

r-3 

•9 

25 
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5-3 

1.8 
.6 

7-9 
1.59 

8.7 

5-3 

8-7 
4.8 

1.8 
•9 

7.27 
1.6 

27 

1  1.  6 

3- 

17.4 

n.  6 

10. 

3-8 

16.1 

28 

8.8 

2.2 

9.68 

8.8 

8-3 

2.4 

9.8 

29 

6-4 

3-7 

11.84 

6  .4 

5.6 

4.2 

12. 

1580.62  ' 

1577.76 

Medium             —               1578.99 

Total  difference                          3.26 

or  3J  ftatute  miles. 

Acres               —             1,010,561 

*  A  Triangle  is  half  a  Parallelogram  of  the  fame  bafe  and  altitude.  Euclid,  book  i . 
41.  and  all  Triangles  drawn  from  the  fame  bafe,  and  between  the  fame  parallels,  are 
equal.  Euclid,  and  on  another  principle,  as  dcmonftrated  in  Hawney's  Meafurer,  (p.  81) 
by  adding  the  three  fides  together,  and  taking  half  their  fum  ;  fubtrafting  each  fide 
feverally  from  that  half;  then  multiplying  the  half  fum,  and  the  three  differences 
continually,  and  extracting  the  fquare  root  of  the  laft  produft,  you  will  obtain  the 
Area  of  the  Triangle. 


EXPLANATION  of  the  fubfequent  TABLE. 

The  difference  betwixt  the  ancient  names  of  places,  recorded 
in  Domefday,  and  their  modern  appellation,  is  fo  great,  and 
the  compilers  of  this  autograph  have  defignated  the  fame  place 
by  fuch  various  letters,  that  it  would  be  highly  prefumptuous 
in  any  man  to  afFed  precife  accuracy  from  any  inveftigation, 
or  cOmparifon.  That  confiderable  attention  has  been  paid  to 
this  fubjec"t,  will  not,  we  think,  be  denied ;  and  though  cer- 
tainty cannot  always  be  obtained,  yet,  from  the  frequent 
fimilarity  in  the  names  of  places  and  their  hundreds,  which 
tend  mutually  to  diitinguifli  each  other,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  their  general  correfpondence  is  correct.  To  aflign 
every  reafon  that  influenced  us  in  determining  their  fituation, 
would  be  tedious  in  the  recital,  and  of  trifling  importance. 

The  titles  affixed  to  the  head  of  each  column  will  convey  a 
general  idea  of  its  contents  to  the  reader.  But  a  few  obfer- 
vations  are  neceffary,  to  prevent  mifconception,  or  convey 
illuftration.  Where  the  proprietors  under  the  ConfefTour 
holding  in  chief  are  ftated,  it  is  neceffary  to  remark,  that  all 
tenants  held  not  from  Edward  alone,  as  from  William  under 
the  Norman  government,  but  occafionally  alfo  from  earls 
Lewin  and  Godwin,  and  Alnod  and  Brixi  Cilts,  princes  or 
prefidents  of  the  barons.  In  eftimating  the  value,  and  pro- 
portioning it  to  modern  expenditure  in  articles  of  neceflity,  at 
leaft  a  twenty  times  the  fum  may  be  calculated.  When  dif- 
ferent fums  are  inferted  in  the  value,  under  the  Conquerour, 
the  higher  figures  give  the  affeffed  rent,  or  intermediate  eftimate 

•  See  Diflertation  on  Weights  and  Meafures,  and  Agriculture. 
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fince  Edward's  reign,  the  fab-figures  the  actual  payment  in 
1085  or  1086.  The  gradation  of  ranks  was  extraordinary  at 
this  period,  and  there  were  not  only  fub-tenants,  but  b  fub-iub- 
tetiants  to  a  great  extent.  To  difcriminate  in  fome  meafure 
on  this  fubjecl:,  in  the  column  of  ploughs,  the  upper  figures 
fpecify  the  ploughs  in  poiTeffion  of  the  lord  or  in  his  demefne, 
the  lower  figures  the  ploughs  in  the  hands  of  villains  or  ruftics ; 
though  truth  commands  us  to  ftate,  that  the  word  ruftic  ony 
only  once  occurs  in  the  Survey  of  Kent,  and  then  it  is  an 
alteration  of  the  original  record  relative  to  St.  Margaret's, 
near  Dover.  Borderers  and  cottagers  are  ranked  in  the  fame 
clafs,  for  little  diftinclion  exifted  between  them.  The  clergy 
here  ftated  are  confiderable  in  number,  for  we  prefume  that 
fervi  means  minifters,  whenever  immediately  following  aecclefia, 
which  is  generally  the  cafe,  though  we  are  not  ignorant  that 
the  fame,  term  was  applied  to  a  different  c  order  of  men. 
Whenever  the  ploughs  are  ftated  in  Domefday,  previous  to 
their  diviuon  into  lords  and  villains  d  ploughs,  we  calculate 
four  oxen  to  each,  when  not  fpecified,  the  proportion  muir.  be 
altered.  Of  what  consequence  hogs  were  efteemed,  will  be 
fully  exemplified  in  our  Hhtory  of  Middlefex. 

The  places  to  which  an  afterifk  (*)  is  affixed  are  hundreds  ; 
thofe  to  which  an  obelifk  (-(-)  is  affixed  had  a  church  or  churches. 
When  two  ftatements  are  given  in  the  number  of  fowlings, 
the  upper  exprefTes  the  quantity  under  the  ConfefTour,  held  by 
the  proprietor ;  the  lower,  the  number  held  by  William's 
tenants. 

Every  geographical  reader  muft  have  perceived,  that  our  Map 
is  drawn  from  Kent,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and  that  no  variation  is 

b  See  Diflertation  on  Ranks  and  Services. 

c  Inter  fervos  &  ancillas.  Domefday.     Kent. 

*  See  Diflertation  on  Agriculture,  &c. 
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made  in  its  boundaries,  except  in  fixing  the  fcite  of  a  part  of 
Kent  in  the  county  of  EfTex.  For  this  alteration  we  have  in- 
diiputable  authority,  the  evidence  of  the  whole  e  mire ;  for  it 
is  a  moral  certainty,  that  Celca  and  Hecham,  are  Chalk  and 
Higham,  and  the  great  curvature  of  the  river,  with  its  concave 
more  on  the  EfTex  coaft,  is  favourable  to  this  pofition.  We 
prefume  not  to  infer  that  fuch  part  of  Effex,  lying  oppofite  to 
Woolwich,  generally  and  anciently  defcribed  and  confklered  as 
appertaining  to  Kent,  is  not  to  be  included  in  its  boundaries, 
but  we  are  not  authorized  to  make  -fuch  infertion  by  any  re- 
gifter  in  Domefday.  The  f  courfe  of  the  Thames  has  cer- 
tainly varied  little  from  this  period,  or  the  extent  of  Kent  been 
confiderably  augmented  or  diminimed,  in  Romney  Marfh  or 
any  other  quarter,  except  fome  inconflderable  change  in  the 
Ifle  of  Sheppey,  which  at  this  period  formed  a  portion  of  the 
three  hundreds  of  6  Bolton,  Feverfham,  and  Mylton. 

•  Hiftory  of  Kent.     Scyra  teftificatur,  a  county  court  fanflioned  the  whole 
report  of  the  commiffioners. 

f  See  Dugdale's  Hiftory  of  Embanking. 

*  See  Hiftory  of  Kent. 
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It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  Tables  on  fuch  conftru&ion  can 
give  the  exact  population  of  the  county  of  Kent,  iince  many 
perfons  are  mentioned  in  the  Autograph  of  Domefday,  though 
their  appropriate  refidence  is  not  fpecified.  For  precife  accu- 
racy on  this  fubjecl,  we  muft  refer  the  reader  to  the  Tables  of 
Hundreds,  inferted  in  the  body  of  our  Hiftory,  where  the  in- 
habitants are  computed  with  the  greateft  certainty. 
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THE 


HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN; 

oU    -io   i     'nx.oir/fi  -c.  » 

FROM 

Documents, 


I 


CHAP.     I. 

Topographical,  Civil,  and  Political  Hiftory  of  the  County 
of  Chenth,  Ghent,  or  Kent,  from  the  fiLra  of  Edward  the 
ConfeJJbr,    1065,  to  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Fir Jl,   1272, 
a  Period  of  207  Years. 

N  the  kingdom  of  Great-Britain  there  are  two  grand  divi-  CHAP. 


fions,  South  and  North  Britain  ;  a  feeond  feparation  into 
the  nations  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Wales  ;  and  a  diftinftive  I^-V- 
fubdivifion  of  each  into  particular  diftrifts,  or  counties.  To 
afcertain  the  precife  period,  when  this  arrangement  was  adopted, 
is  foreign  to  our  purpofe ;  but  we  have  certain  proofs,  that 
little  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  demarcation  of  their 
boundaries  %  from  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr  to  the 

a  To  avoid  cavil,  we  juft  note  that  Rutland  was  partly  included  in  Notting- 
hamfhire  (Haec  duo  Wapentac  adjacent  Vicecomitatui  Snotingeham  ad  Geltum 
Regis.  Domefday.  293.  b.  i.)  and  Lancafhire,  betwixt  the  Ribble  and  Mercy, 
(inter  Ripam  &  Merfam)  feparated  from  the  other  part  of  the  county,  &c. 
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2  THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN. 

CHAP.  i.  prefent  day.  In  each  particular  county  there  were  ftill  fub- 
j  •  ordinate  feclions,  as  laths,  rapes,  wapentakes,  baronies,  ridings, 
'  hundreds,  or  manors ;  but  the  diftinftion  of  paddies,  or  the 
regular  caynpent  of  b  tithes  to  a  particular  church,  was  certainly 
not  generally  eftablifhed,  when  the  autograph  oif  Domefday 
was  compiled. 

That  portion  of  the  ifle,  which  engages  our  immediate  at- 
tention, is  fituated  in  its  fouth-eaftern  extremity.  It  extends 
from  fifty  degrees  fifty-three  minutes,  aorthfern  latitude,  to 
fifty-one  thirty  minutes  ;  comprehends  the  c  focus  from  whence 
the  Englifli  meridian  is  calculated,  and  extends  one  degree 
nineteen  minutes  and  a  half  eafternly,  three  minutes  wefternly 
from  fuch  centre  ;  or,  to  fpeak  in  more  intelligible  language 
to  an  Englifh  reader,  is  fixty-five  miles  in  length  from  its 
eaftern  to  weftern  extremities,  and  forty  in  breadth,  from  the 
ifle  of  Grain  to  Romney. 

The  gently-fwelling  tide  of  the  Thames  bounds  it  on  the 
north,  the  Downs  and  the  Straits  of  Dover  on  the  eaft,  the 
extremity  of  the  Englifh  Channel  and  Suflex  on  the  fouth,  and 
the  counties  of  Suflex  and  Surrey  border  on  its  weftern  line. 
The  form  of  Kent  is  irregular,  but  it  approximates  neareft  to 
a  trapezium,  or  four-fided  figure,  whofe  eaftern  bafe  is  forty- 
one  miles  ;  whofe  northern  more  fixty- three  miles  ;  whofe  in- 
terfecling  fide  with  Surrey,  twenty-five  miles ;  and  whofe  length, 
from  Bafeing  to  the  extremity  of  Romney  Marfh,  is  forty- 
three  miles. 

/  ,'i  \   ',  tjlocnrK1   'ifjo  ot   nyi-Ji':-i 

*  De  ftori  anteceflbre  Walterii  de  Aincurt  dicuitt  (teftes  duarum  fcirarum,) 
quod  fine  alicujus  licentia  potuit  facer    fibi  jecclefiam  in  fua  ter/a  &  in  fua  foca 
&  fuam  decimam  mittere  quo  vellet.  Snotinghfcire.  Domef.  280.  a.  2. 

Tempore  regis  Edvardi  erant  prsebendje  communes,  modo  funt  divifx  per 
lingulos  per  epifcoputn  baiocenfem.  Domef.  p.  i.  b.  i. 

*  Royal  Obfervatory,  at  Greenwich. 

This 
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This  county  conftitutes  nearly  one  fortieth  part  of  South  CHAP.  i. 
Britain,  contains  more  than  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and10  5 

1 272. 

feventy- eight  fquare-miles  of  Englifh  d  flatute  meafure,  and. 
one  million  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-one  acres,  ex- 
clufive  of  fuch  augmentation  as  muft  arife  from  inequality  of 
furface.  For  farther  particulars  we  refer  the  reader  to  an  an- 
nexed map,  with  copious  explanations  ;  and  fhall  proceed  with 
the  more  immediate  object  of  our  purfuit,  the  exifting  ftate  of 
Kent,  as  reported  by  the  commifTioners  to  the  Norman  prince, 
from  the  collected  evidence  of  counties  and  hundreds. 

To  avoid  the  canfufion  that  would  arife  from  purfuing  the 
unconnected  entries  in  Domefday,  or  that  inaccurate  perfpective 
of  objects  or  manners,  which  the  perambulation  of  a  county 
prefents  ;  we  muft  neceffarily  adopt  fbme  fyftematical  arrange- 
ment, if  we  would  comprehensively  convey  our  prefumed  in- 
formation, or  beneficially  tranfmit  the  documents  of  antiquity. 
For  fuch  ftrong  reafons,  we  fhall  endeavour  to  collect  and  con- 
centrate each  fcattered  ray,  that  may  poffibly  illumine  an 
obfcured  medium,  or  enable  the  judicious  and  well  directed  eye 
to  receive  with  accuracy  and  precision  fuch  image,  as  a  mirror 
of  confiderable  diameter  may  reflect  from  diftant  objects.  On 
fuch  principles,  we  fhall  furvey  the  eaftern  hemifphere,  its 
general  horizon,  primary  planet,  conftellations,  and  ftars  of 
various  magnitude  ;  or  in  fimple  language,  Eaft  Kent,  with  its 
prevailing  laws,  cuftoms,  and  manners,  its  confpicuous  city, 
boroughs,  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets.  We  fhall  afterwards 
contemplate  on  the  weftern  diftrict,  purfuing  the  fame  plan. 

The  county  of  Kent  conftituted  a  part  of  that  divifion  of 
England,  which  was  controuled  by  the  e  Weft-Saxon  laws. 

*  Of  1760  yards,  or  880  fathoms,  equal  to  937!  French  Toifes. 
'  Surrey,  SuflTex,  Hants,  Dorfet,  Berks,  Somerfet,  'Gloucefter,  and  Devon, 
were  wholly,  or  partially,  regulated  by  fuch  laws. 

B  2  William 
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CHAP.  i.  William  had  certainly  ratified  the  f  laws  of  the  Confefibr,  be- 
~  fore  the  Roll  of  Winton  was  compiled ;  and  in  the  record  of 
'  fuch  ratification,  the  laws  are  divided  into  three  grand  clafles, 
which  prevailed  in  different  parts  of  the  realm,  the  Saxon, 
Mercian,  and  Danifh  Laws.     As  this  county  was  undoubtedly 
regulated  by  the  principles  and  cuftoms  eftablifhed  under  the 
Saxon  government,  the  beft  authority  that  can  be  reforted  to, 
for  the  elucidation  of  difputable  points,  will  be  found  in  the 
records  of  thofe  counties,  governed  by  fimilar  laws.     To  thefe 
then  we  may  occafionally  refer  for  information  or  illuftration. 

When  the  royal  commiflioners  furveyed  the  eaflern  diflricl: 
of  Kent,  juries  from  each  g  lath,  or  divifion,  were  aflembled, 
that  the  prevailing  laws  might  be  afcertained  by  their  con- 
curring teftimony.  The  Norman  nobles,  that  fucceeded  the 
Saxon  princes,  or  barons,  held  their  lands  by  the  tenure  of 
their  predeceflbrs,  and  were  prefumed  to  guarantee,  to  their 
tenants,  the  privileges  and  cuftoms  they  had  enjoyed,  in  the 
reign  of  the  ConfelTor.  On  this  account  the  h  feudal  lands  of 
Alnod,  and  his  peers,  are  particularly  fpecified,  the  '  obfer- 
vation  of  ancient  ufages  frequently  remarked,  or  a  k  deviation 
from  them  pointed  out. 

f  Vide  Wilkins   Leges   Saxonicas,    p.  202.  fub   titulo  legum  Edwardi  per 
Willielmum  confimatarum. 

*  Laths,  from  jela'Sian,  to  aflemble  together. 

Lambardes  Perambulation  of  Kent,  p.  26.     4to.     1596. 
Has  infra  fcriptas  leges  regis  concordant   homines  de  quatuor  leftis  hoc  eft, 
Borwar  left,  et  Eflre  left  &  Linwar  left  &  Wiwar  left.     Domef.  i  a  2.  Lathes 
of  the  Borough  ward,  (Canterbury)  Eaftrye  ward,  Liming  ward,  &  Wi  ward. 

11  De  terris  fupra  nominatis  Alnodi  (Cild)  &  limilium  ejus  habet  rex  cuftodiam. 

Domefday,  i  a  2. 

*  Omnes  rue  Confuetudines  erant  ibi,    (Dovere)  quando  Willielmus  rex  in 
Angliam  veniebat.     Ibid,    i  a  I. 

k  Nee  domus  fuit  ibi  tempore  regis  Edvardi.     Ibid,  i  a  I. 

In 


THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN.  5 

In  conformity  to  the  fame  affumed  principle,   Odo  earl  of  CHAP.  i. 
Kent,   exercifed  princely  authority,   and  divided  the  revenue  * 
of  his  boroughs,  with  the  fovereign  of  the  realm.     He  was  > 
not  only  the  patron  of  powerful  barons,  the  Montforts  and 
Romneys,  but  the  liberal  '  donor  of  ample  pofTeffions  to  them. 
m  Earls  were  his  retainers,  and  bifhops  his  dependants.     With 
fuch  "powers  were  Lewin  and  Godwin   inverted  under  the 
Saxon  constitution,  and  inheriting  their  pofleffions,  he  exer- 
cifed their  prerogative. 

The  peers  of  Alnod  (independant  of  three  ecclefiaftical 
0  abbots)  confifted  only  of  {even  nobles.  An  aflembly  of  fuch 
p  warlike  chiefs  pofTefled  more  than  baronial  jurifdi6tion,  or 
the  court  of  an  hundred ;  were  inverted  with  the  cogni- 
zance of  all  caufes  in  the  eaftern  divifion  of  Kent ;  and,  when 
aflembled  on  the  heath  of  Pinneden,  tumultuoufly  decided  the 
controverfies  of  their  fubordinate  chieftains.  To  fuch  county 
meetings  thefe  powerful  lords  were  q  fummoned,  by  their 
feudal  chief,  with  their  knightly  train,  and  their  non-attend- 
ance was  punifhed  by  a  heavy  r  fine. 

1  De  his  (Domibus  in  Dovere)  habet  Robertus  de  Romenel  duas,  Radulfus 
de  Curbefpine  tres,  Willielmus  filius  Goisfridi  tres,  in  quibus  erat  Giballa 
Burgenfium,  Hugo  de  Montfort  unam  cum  multis  aliis. 

Domefday,    i  a  i. 

m  Earl  of  Ow  (or  Eu)  and  Bifhop  of  Lifieux  ;  both  in  Normandy. 

»  All  the  lands  in  Kent  are  recorded  to  have  been  held  from  Edward  the 
Confeffor,  Lewin  and  Godwin,  earls,  and  Brixi  and  Alnod,  Cilts,  or,  perhaps, 
prefidents  of  the  barons,  and  from  them  alone. 

0  Of  the  Holy  Trinity,  St.  Auguflines,  and  St.  Martins. 

Domefday,  i  a  2. 

f  Invenerunt  Cuftodiam  Regis — were  his  feudal  vaflals. 

Domefday,  i  a  i. 

*  Si  fuerint  praemoniti  ut  eveniant  ad  Sciram,  ibunt  ufque  ad  Pinnedennam, 
non  longius.  Domefday,  i  a  2. 

'  Si  non  venerint,  de  hac  foris-fa&ura  &  de  aliis  omnibus  rex  100  folidos 
habebit.  Ibid. 

Such 
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Such  an  atFembly  was  convened,  when  the  eommiflioners 
of  William  vifitfed  this  diftrift,  to  afcertain  the  laws  that  pre- 
vailed, examine  the  title  of  the  refpeclive  proprietors  of  land, 
enregifter  the  value  and  quality  of  their  poffeffions,  affert  the 
rights  of  the  crown,  and  augment  its  revenue.  At  this  period, 
the  privileges,  tenures,  and  fervices  of  different  defcriptions  of 
men,  were  examined ;  and  the  claims  of  individuals  admitted, 
proved,  or  controverted,  by  the  impanelled  evidence  of  the 
four  8  laths. 

Throughout  the  whole  eaftern  divifion  of  Kent,  there  were 
only  eight  perfons,  independant  of  eccleiiaftics,  whofe  lands 
paid  not  relief  to  the  crown,  on  the  demife  of  their  occupiers. 
The  l  eight  exempted  perfons,  whofe  names  are  recorded,  we 
decidly  ftate  (in  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  every  Englilh 
antiquary)  to  have  been,  feudal  tenants  of  the  Confeilbr, 

1  Concordant  Homines  de  quatuor  Leftis.     Vid,  fupra. 
1  Nomina  eonim  de  quatuor  Leftis,  Borwar,  Eeftre,  Linwart,.  et  Wiwart 
non  relevantium  terrain,  fimilium  Alnodo  Cilt. 


Firft  occurring  Name. 

Alnod,   Cilt 

Ciret  de  Cilleham 

Efbern  Biga 

Norman 

Godric  de  Burnes 

Godric  Carlefone 

Turgis 

Azor 


I 


Words,  probably  defignating  the  fame  Perfon. 


rUlnod 
<  Unlot 
I  Aid 

Siret'  Ofiert>  Seward'  Sewart  *  Sot 

Sired,  Ofwart,  Siward,  Sewold,  i.  e.  Sewart  the  Bold. 

fSbern  Biga 

cBernolt  —  Sbern  the  Bold. 

Ordric 


*  Sewardj  the  celebrated  earl  of  Northumberland,  then 
included  in  Scotland,  and  one  of  the  ftieriffs  of  the 
county  in  the  reign  of  Edward. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  men  were  Saxons,  not  Normans.  They  ceafed  to  exift,  CHAP.  i. 
or,  at  leaft,  to  occupy  fitch  eftates  ;  but  the  cuftoms,  that  had  I0°5 
obtained,  were  continued  to  their  fuccefibrs.  By  fuch  military  <_X-Y-\^» 
tenants  was  the  king  guarded  fix  days  at  Canterbury,  or  Sand- 
wich. They  were  u  fupplied  with  provifions  at  the  expence 
of  the  monarch,  or,  in  defect  of  maintenance  for  themfelves, 
arid  their  retainers,  were  exempted  from  x  perfonal  contribu- 
tions, or  the  payment  of  y  fuch  penalties  as  had  devolved  to 
the  crown,  within  the  liberties  of  their  jurifdiction.  A  cir- 
cumftance  flill  more  remarkable,  and  contrary  to  the  general 
opinion,  is  here  alfo  recorded,  that  the  powers  and  x  freedom 
of  the  occupants  had  been  lately  augmented ;  that  at  the  aera 
this  flatement  was  compiled,  fines  only  affected  their  perfons, 
not  property,  and  the  inheritance  was  fecured  to  the  pofterity 
of  fuch  nobles,  without  burthenfome  mulcts.  Many  authori- 
ties will  be  hereafter  quoted,  to  prove  that  the  lyftem  of  mili- 
tary array  had  been  eftablifhed  previous  to  the  Norman  mo- 
narchs,  and  the  payments  of  different  diftricls  had  been  long 
z  adjufted,  if  their  proprietors  were  not  fummoned  to  difcharge 

u  Ibi  habent  de  rege  Cibum  et  Potum  ;  fi  non  habuerint,  fine  foris-fadlura 
recedunt.  Domefclay,   i  a  2. 

*  Super  iftos  habet  rex  foris-fa£hiram  de  Capitlbus  eorum  tantum  mods. 

Ibid.   132. 

*  Pro  Handfocam,  Gribrigc,  Foriftellum.  Ibid,  i  a  2. 
1  In  terra  Sophis  habet  rex  12  denarios  pro  uno  Inewardo,  et  de  uno  Jugo  de 

Northburg  12  den.  aut  unum  Inewardiun,  et  de  Dena  18  den.  &  de  Gara  unum 
Ineward.  Hx  terrje  jacent  in  Wi  &  homines  de  his  terris  *  cujlodiebant  regem 
apud  Cantuariam  &  apud  Sanwice  tres  Dies,  fi  rex  illuc  veniflet. 

Domefday,   I  a  2. 
De  terris  eorum  habet  relevamen,  qui  habent  fuam  Sacain  &  Socam.        Ibid. 

*  This  word  is  dated  at  full  length,  and,  doubtlefs,  refers  to  the  days  of  the  Con- 
feflbr  :  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  meet  with  an  habet,  or  habebat ;  for  ht  is  generally 
found,  even  when  fpeaking  of  Saxon  cuftoms,  probably  left  the  writer  might  expofe 

himfelf. 

the 
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CHAP.  i.  ^e  perfonal  attendance,    they  owed  their   fovereign  as  his 

1065 —  body-guards,  if  he  vifited  their  county. 

Independent  of  thefe  eight  exalted  peers,  the  Saxon  princes 
received  reliefs  from  every  other  occupant  in  the  divifion  ;  from 
the  "  refpeftive  lord  of  each  manour,  and  the  b  poflellbr  of  pri- 
vileged land  by  royal  charter,  or  hereditary  fucceflion.  The 
fubordinate  clafies  are  not  noticed  in  this  furvey,  becaufe  they 
appertained  not  to  the  monarch,  but  were  the  a  property  of 
the  lord  of  the  foil ;  and  every  fervice  that  the  fovereign  re- 
quired from  his  tenants  or  vaflals,  was  exacted  from  the 
b  villains,  by  their  refpeclive  owners,  with  accumulated  op- 
preffion . 

If  the  high  fpirit  of  the  bold  yeomanry  of  Kent  mould  in- 
dignantly read  this  defcription,  or  contemptuoufly  reject  our 
pofitions,  without  examination  ;  we  can  only  lament,  that  the 
ignorance,  or  mifreprefentation  of  former  writers,  mould  have 
reduced  the  advocate  of  hiftoric  truth,  to  the  neceflity  of  c  con- 
tradicting their  aflertions,  or  dilproving  their  conclufions.  But 
if  they  will  judge  by  comparifon,  by  a  view  that  will  here- 
after be  prefented,  they  will  find  their  fuperiority  in  popula- 
tion, in  privileges,  in  wealth,  and  power,  as  fully  eftablimed, 
as  their  fondeft  wifhes  can  defire. 

Before  we  attempt  to  defcribe  the  city  or  inhabitants  of 
Canterbury,  we  mufl  previoufly  confider  the  nature  of  different 

a  Erga  Dominum  cujus  homo  fuerit.  Domefday,  i  a  2.  et  Uluret  non  per- 
tinens  ad  illud  Manerum. — Not  more  than  twelve  of  this  defcription,  exclufive 
of  burgeffes,  fpecified  in  the  whole  county  of  Kent.  This  fubjedl  will  be 
difcufled  in  an  appropriate  differtation  on  "  Ranks  and  Services." 

b  Quando  moritur  alodiarius  rex  inde  habet  relevationem  terras.     Ibid. 

a  Vide  Magnam  Chartam,  &c. 

c  Lambarde,  in  his  Perambulation,  flates,  that  there  never  was  a  villain  in 
Kent,  (p.  14,  no  bondmen,  or  villains,  in  Kent)  when  there  are  309  in  a  manour, 
Mylton,  and  we  believe  not  one  manour  without  them. 

kinds 
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kinds  of  tenure  ;  for  we  find  the  burgefles  clearly  diftinguimed  CHAP.  i. 

in  the  fecond  line  of  its  d  reprefentation.     The  laborious  dif-       $ 

1272. 
quifitions  that  have  been  written  on  Gavelkind  tenure,  are  fo  < 

numerous  and  voluminous,  that  we  fhall  not  prefume  to  ftate 
every  opinion,  or  difcufs  each  argument ;  but  briefly  deliver 
the  fentiments  we  entertain  on  the  fubjecl,  and  the  foundation 
on  which  they  are  grounded. 

The  word  e  Gablum,  or  Gable,  approximates  fo  nearly  iu 
found  to  the  word  Gavle  (the  word  f  Landgable  alfo  is  inter- 
preted by  Domefday  itfelf  as  a  payment  of  rent  in  lieu  of  fer- 
vices)  is  ufed  in  the  defcription  accurately  to  difcriminate  be- 
twixt the  orders  and  privileges  of  citizens:  58  g  (hillings  arc 
farther  ftated  to  have  been  paid  to  the  manour  of  Newton,  (our 
modern  Queenborough)  for  the  rent  of  nine  fowlings  ;  and 
burgefles  paying  rent,  are  peculiarly  ftiled  h  allodial  tenants  : 
that  from  all  theie  concurring  circumftances,  we  certainly  en- 
tertain little  doubt  that  this  tenure  originated  from  a  compro- 
mifed  payment  in  money,  for  thofe  fupplies  of  provifions, 
which  dependants  were  formerly  obliged  to  furnim  to  the 

*  In  civitate  Cantuaria  habuit  rex  Edwardus  51  burgenfes  reddentes  Gablum 
&  alios  212,   fuper  quos  habebat  facam  &  focam.  Domefday,  21  a. 

c  Gabellum.     Ve£tigal.  Voflius. 

This  may,  originally,  have  been  derived  from  the  Saxon  japol ,  but  the  ety- 
mology from  '  give  all  kynd'  can  fcarcely  be  admitted. 
f  Landgable,  i.  e.  unus  denarius  de  unaquaque  domo. 

Great  Domefday,  336. 

f  In  Micleltune  309  villani  et  74bordarii.  Domefday,  2b  i. 

8  De  novem  *  Solins  de  Middeltone  pertinent  in  Neutone  58  fol.  de  Gablo- 

Domefday,   14  b. 
h  Soacras  terra;,  qtias  tenebant  burgenfes  in  t  alodia  de  rege,  2  a  i. 

*  Vid.  Diflertation  on  Weights  and  Meafures.     Solin,   j  60  acres  of  the  Chefhire 
meafure,  eight  yards  to  the  rood,  as  will  there  be  proved. 

+  Tenentes  in  liberum  Socagium  per  Redditum.  Littleton. 

•     VOL.  I.  C  hall 
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CHAP,  i.1  hall  of  their  lord.     We  ftate  provifional  fupplies,  becaufe  this 

1065      tenure  did  not  exonerate  all  tenants  from  other  k  flavifh  fer- 

1272. 

V^^Y-NJ  vices  at  this  period.     But  to  hold  fome   l  fpecies  of  land  by 

this  title,  was  certainly  confidered  as  an  honourable  tenure, 
fince  m  Odo,  bifhop  of  Baieux,  earl  of  Kent,  and  half-brother 
to  the  Conqueror,  held  eighty  acres  in  Hoilingeborde  on  fuch 
conditions. 

canterbury.  In  the  days  of  the  Cottfeffor,  the  city  of  Canterbury  was  a 
royal  borough,  and  governed  by  a  "mayor,  or  fiiperintendant 
of  the  monarch.  It  was  divided  into  feveral  diftricls,  and  its 
inhabitants  pofTefied  privileges,  or  were  fubjecled  to  exactions, 
according  to  the  power  or  defcription  of  their  patron.  The 
ecclefiaftical  pofleffions  of  the  °  Holy  Trinity,  and  St.  Auguf- 
tine,  the  clients  of  queen  Eddiva,  Alnod  the  prince,  Sbern 
the  commiflary,  and  Siward  of  Chilham,  were  exempt  from 
the  luk,  iervices  and  fines,  demanded  from  the  tenants  or  de- 
pendants of  others.  The  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  abbot  of 

1  Ibi  una  Pifcaria  ferviens  Hallx — in  Newton,  ibid. — &  Manerio  Neutone 
pertinent  28  pcnix  CaPeorum.  IbiJ. 

k  Et  de  liis  9  folin:  reddebat  Sigar  (tenens  de  regina  Eddid  five  Eddiva)  apud 
Miidctone  *  Aver  am.  Ibid. 

De  avera,  i.  c.  fervitium  60  folidi.  Domefday,  9  b  2. 

1  Vid.  Djflej-tation  on  Ranks  and  Services. 

m  Hunc  dimidium  Sol inum,  qui  nunquam  reddidit  Scotum  tenet  epifcopus 
Baiocenfis  de  Archiepifcopo  ad  Gablum.  "  Domefday,  4  b  2. 

n  Quidam  pra-pofitiis  Brumanno  nomine.  Domefday,  2  a  i. 

0  Per  totam  civitatem  Cantuarias  t  habebat  rex  facam  &  focam,  excepta  terra 
ecclefia:  Stae.  Trinitatis  &  Sanfli  Auguflini,  &  Eddevac  reginas  &  Alnod  Cild,  & 
Efber  Biga,  &  Siret  de  Cilleham.  Domefday,  2  a  i. 

*  Synonimous  with  the  late  French  Corve ;  work  done'  for  the  lord  of  the  foil, 
without  remuneration. 

f  It  is  written  ht_,  but  it  mutt  neceflarily  be  habebat,  not  habet,  fince  fpecifying  the 
pofleffors  in. the  time  of  the  Confeflar. 

St. 
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St.  Auftins,  thofe  princes  and  nobles  had  knighfs  in  their  train  CHAP.  i. 

of  followers,  who  held  their  poffeflions  by  the  fame  military       $ 

J  •  1272. 

fervices,    their  patrons  paid  to  the  crown,    and  were   truly  ^v>-/ 
feudal  tenants,  of  a  higher  rank  than  the  moft  free,  allodial 
or  foccage  tenant. 

Edward  had  p  fifty-one  burgefles  of  a  fuperior  defcription, 
the  defendants  probably  of  q  freeholders,  who  appertained 
not  to  any  manour,  but  rented  their  pofTeffions  or  dwellings. 
It  is  evident  that  it  was  the  habitations  of  thefe  men,  not  their 
perfbns,  that  were  the  property  of  the  lord,  fince  eleven  were 
deftroyed  in  the  fofse  of  the  city,  feven  transferred  to  the 
archbilhop,  and  fourteen  exchanged  with  the  abbot  of  St. 
Auftins,  for  the  caftle  he  furrendered  ;  fo  that  nineteen  only 
remained  to  the  Conqueror,  when  Domefday  was  compiled.  1086. 
To  this  r  fraternity  of  burgefles,  forty-five  houles  in  the  fuburbs 
belonged,  thirty-two  acres  were  annexed  to  their  guild,  and 
they  held  eighty  acres  from  the  king  by  tranfmitted  inheritance, 
or  a  perpetual  leafe.  But  they  had  no  manorial  *  rights, 
power,  or  privileges  ;  for  thefe  were  attached,  in  their  diffricl, 

f  Modo  burgenfes  gablum  reddentes  funt  19.  DC  triginta  duobus  aliis  qui 
fuerant,  funt  vaftati  undecim  in  foflato  Civitatis,  et  archiepifcopus  habet  ex  eis 
.feptetn,  ct  Abbas  Sti.  Anguftini  alios  quatuordecim  pro  excambio  Caftelli. 

Domefday,  2  a  i. 

'  On  a  farther  perufal,  the  reader  will  entertain  little  doubt,  that  the  inferior 
burgcfles  were  villains,  that  had  emigrated  from  his  manours,  whofe  properly 
and  psrfon  were  the  lords. 

r  Burgenfes  habuerunt  quadraginta  quinque  Manfuras  extra  Civitatem,  de 
quibus  ipfi  habebant  gablum  &  confuetudinem,  rex  autem  habebat  facam  et 
focam.  Ipfi  quoque  burgenfes  habebaat  de  regc  triginta  duas  acras  terra:  iiv 
Gildam  fuara.  —  O£toginta  acra;  terrx  quas  tenebant  burgenfes  in  Akd'ta  de  rege. 

Domefday,  2  a  i. 

Co-libcrti,  qui  tenent'in  liberum  Socagium  per  Redditum.  Littleton. 

auttrn  habebat  facam  et  focam.  Domefday,  2  a  i. 


C    2  to 
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CHAP.  i.  to  the  monarchy.  Of  all  thefe  houfes,  lands,  and  tenures, 
were  they  cJefpoiled  at  the  conqueft,  by  '  Ralph  de  Colville, 
a  creature  of  the  u  Earl  Bifhop,  who  guaranteed  them  to.  him. 
Of  the  inferior  order  of  burgeffes,  Edward  the  Confeflbr 
poffeffed  "  two  hundred  and  twelve,  and  fuqh  number  conti- 
nued annexed  to  the  monarchy  twenty  years  fubfequent.  But 
with  this  clafs,  we  may  rank  another  defcription  of  citizens, 
thofe  men  who  ftill  appertained  to  the  lords  of  different 
manours,  though  refident  in  Canterbury,  and  honoured  with 
the  appellation  of  burgefles.  To  place  this  matter  beyond  all 
*  controverfy,  and  to  calculate  more  accurately  its  population, 
we  mall  enlarge  considerably  on  this  fubjecl,  and  fpecify  the 
manours,  and  the  proprietors,  prior  to  the  definition  of  the 
Saxon  government.  We  mall  begin  with  ecclefiaftics,  whofe 
manours  were  always  the  moil  populous,  whofe  clients  were 
the  moil  favoured,  who  were  the  greatefl  z  merchants  and 
promoters  of  trade,  and  moft  highly  encouraged  the  induftry 
of  their  vaffals.  From  fuch  men  did  the  liberty  of  boroughs- 
originate,  for  warlike  chieftains  opprefled  all  but  military  re- 
tainers. 

'  Has  domus  ct  hanc  terram  tenet  Rannulfus  de  Columbels ;  habet  etiarn 
quatuor  viginti  acras  fuper  hzcc,  &c.  de  his  omnibus  revocat  ifdem  Rannulfus 
ad  Protedtorem,  Epifcopum  Baiocenfem.  Domefday,  2  a  I. 

u  Odo,  biftiop  of  Baieux,  and  earl  of  Kent. 

*  Et  alios  (burgenfesj  21 2,  fuper  quos  habebat  facam  &  focam,  &c.  et  adhuc 
funt  212  burgenfes  fuper  quos  habet  facam  &  focam. 

Domefday,  2  a  I. 

r  To  filence  the  Towers's  and  Oldfields,  (admirers  of  the  forgeries  of  Pettyt) 
babblers  continually  yelping  after  Saxon  liberty,  and  the  Saxon  conftitution. 

*  Scarce  a  fhip  is  mentioned  in  Domefday  that  belonged  not  to  an  ecclefiaftic. 

Vid.  Diflertation  on  Trade,  Commerce,  and  Shipping. 

To 
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To  a  Norwood,  a  manour  of  the  archbifhop's  monks,  fituated  CHAT.  i. 
in  the  vicinity  of  Canterbury,  ninety-feven  burgelTes  apper-  J°  5~ 
tained,  who  yielded  a  yearly  revenue  of  b  eight  pounds  foun 
fhillings.     To  c  Sturry  fifty-two  manfions  belonged  in  the  time 
of  the  Saxon  prince,  but  twenty-feven  had  been  deftroyed  for 
the  fcite  of  the  archbifhop's  palace.     The  abbot  of  St.  Auftins 
had  d  feventy  burgefles,  part  of  his  manour  of  Lamport,  the 
church   of   St.   Martins    feven ;    the    proprietor   of   Chilham 
e  thirteen  ;  and  the  fucceflbr  of  Sbern  eleven.     On  the  whole, 
there  were  burgefles  belonging  to  feventeen  different  propri- 
etors or  manors,  that  had  their  abode  in  the  city  of  Canter- 
bury, though  they  belonged  to  a  different  foil,  and  constituted 
part  of  its  value.     f  The  manours  are  fpecified  to  filence  gain- 
fayers,  and  fatisfy  the  inquifitive  or  incredulous. 

The 

*  Manerio  *  Nordeude  pertinent  in  civitate  Cantuaria  100  burgenfes,  tres 
minus,  reddentes  81.  4.$.  Domefday,  531. 

b  Equal  to  i681.  of  our  prefent  money,  in  providing  necefraries  at  the  dif- 
ferent period,  including  the  variation  of  weight. 

Vid.  Diflertation  on  Weights  and  Meafurcs. 

c  Ad  manerium  Efturfete  pertinuerunt  tempore  regis  Edvardi  in  civitate  52 
mafuras,  &  modo  non  funt  nifi  25,  quia  alise  funt  deftrucla;  in  nova  hofpita- 
tione  archiepifcopi.  Domefday,  3  b  i. 

d  70  burgenfes  erant  in  Cantuaria  civitate  manerio  Lanport  pertinentes. 

Domefday,   1 2  a  i . 
Ad  terram  Sanfti  Martini  pertinent  7  burgenfes  in  Cantuaria. 

Ibid.  4  a  i. 

'  In  Cantuaria  civitate  ^mafurae  pertinent  huic  manerio.  Ibid.  10  a  i. 

Ifdem  Radulfus  tenet  alias  H  mafuras  de  epifcopo  Baiocenfi  in  ipfa  civitate, 

quae  fuerunt  Sbern  Bigz.  Ibid.  2  a  i. 

'  Vid.   fupra,  et  4  manfuras    in  civitate  quas    tenuit    quxdam   Concubina 

Heraldi.     Manerio  Otringberie  pertinent  2  manfurx  terrz  in  Cantuaria,  8  a  i. 

Manerio  Weftfelve  pertinebat  tempore  regis  Edvardi  una  domus  reddens  25  de- 

narios 

»  Situated  between  Sefaltre  and  Canterbury,  including  North  Blean  and  Clowes 
Wood. 


f4  THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN. 

CHAP.  i.      The  learned  reader  muft  have  obferved  in  the  cited  paflaces 

1 06  C  ^      ' 

I2_2  that  fometimes  the  burgefles  are  named,  fometimes  their  man- 
'fions,  and  fometimes  their  houfes  e.  But  we  have  already 
proved  h  that  the  regifter,  whether  of  citizens  or  their  habi- 
tations, is  intended  to  convey  the  fame  idea,  and  it  is  doubtlefs 
evident  to  every  clear-fighted  eye,  from  fuch  concentrated  re- 
prefentation,  that  whatever  poflTeffions  fuch  burgefs  acquired, 
appertained  to  his  lord  ;  and  if  a  dwelling  belonged  to  a 
manour,  its  inhabitant  (if  not  a  military  vaflal  of  fome  potent 
noble,)  was  equal  in  condition  to  the  villains  refident  in  his 
jurifdi6lion. 

Canterbury  contained  five  hundred  and  thirty-one  burgefies, 
including  every  defcription,  in  the  days  of  the  Confeflbr.  The 
corporation  were  proprietors  of  forty-five  houfes  in  the  fuburbs. 
The  knights  of  the  archbifhop,  abbots,  and  privileged  nobles, 
with  their  attendants,  and  the  monks  of  Trinity  and  St.  Au- 
guftines,  who  had  each  a  public  mart,  .frequented  by  '  mer- 
chants, muft,  upon  the  moft  moderate  computation,  be  equally 
numerous,  and  far  more  powerful. — However  other  perfons 

narios,  8  a  i. — Manerio  Winchelfmere  T.R.  E.  pertincbant  3.  Domus8a2. — 
Manerio  Wiceham  pertinent  3  mafura  reddentes  6  foliclos  9  a  2.— In  hundret 
et  in  civitate  Cantuarienfi  habet  Adam  fil.  Hubert!  de  epifcopo  3  Domus,  &  duas 
foris  Civitatem  9  b  i. — Manerio  Ofpringes 'pertinet  una  manfura  in  Cantuaria 
loa  i.  Perie  una  Mafura  in  Civitate  10  a  2. — 4.  Mafura?  Danetone  perti- 
nentes  1 1  b  2.  • 

I  hat  the  reader  may  not  fuppofe  this  tautology,  we  take  leave  to  ftate, 
that  in  Nottingham  there  were  three  manfions,  in  which  eleven  houfes  were 
fituated  at  this  period.  Rogerus  de  Bufli  habet  in  Snotingham  tres  manfiones, 
in  quibus  fedent  undecim  domus.  Domef.  280  a  i. 

h  Vid.  p.  ii. 

i  According  to  modern  ideas,  pedlars,  for  they  carried  a  pack  ;  mercatot 
truflellum  deferens.  Domefday.     Chefter.  p.  263  a  i. 

were 
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were  opprefled  by  the  Norman  Conqueror,  k  ecclefiaflics  cer-  CHAP.  r. 
tainly  recovered  fome  privileges  in  his  reign,  of  which  they  IO"5 
had  been  deprived  under  the  Saxon  government.  This  afler- 
tion  is  amply  corroborated  by  the  following  fa6t.  1  Bruman, 
the  fuperintendant  and  receiver  of  the  royal  income  of  Edward, 
in  Canterbury,  had  demanded  and  received  the  m  cuflomary 
payments  from  the  traders  not  resident  in  the  diftri6t,  for  the 
liberty  of  opening  "  their  packs  or  vending  their  wares,  within 
the  clerical  jurifdiclion  of  the  Trinity  and  St.  Auguftines. 
This  right  was  contefted  under  the  Conqueror,  and  the  caufe 
was  tried  before  Lanfranc,  the  archbifhop,  and  Odo,  the  earl 
of  Kent.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that  the  collector  had  tolled 
them  unjuftly,  for  in  the  early  part  of  the  Confeflbr's  reign, 
fuch  church-lands  were  exempted  from  fimilar  contributions, 
and  a  verdicl  was  therefore  given  in  favour  of  fuch  right,  and 

k  Land  held  in  frank  almoigne  (in  elemofina)  in  the  time  of  the  Confeflbr, 
in  Colchefter,  paid  the  regal  cufloms,  but  was  exempted  in  William's  days  ; 
&  tempore  regis  Edvardi  reddebant  confuetudinem  &  modo  non  reddunt. 

Liltle  Domef.  107. 

The  burgefles  of  Colchefter  alfo  enjoyed  greater  privileges,  which  we  (hall 
exhibit  fully  in  Eflex. 

.  *  Quidam  prajpofitus  Brumanno  nomine  tempore  R.  E.  cepit  Confuetndines 
de  extraneis  inercatoribus  in  terra  Sta;.  Trinitatis  &  Sti.  Augufiini  :  qni  poitea 
tempore  regis  Wlllelnii  ante  archiepifcopum  Lanfrancum  &  epifcopum  B.iio- 
cenfem  rccognovit  fe  injufte  accepiffe  &  facramento  faclo  juravit,  quod  ip k 
Secclefia;  fuas  Confuetudines  quietas  habuerunt  rcgis  Edvardi  tempore  :  et  exinde 
utr£que  ecclefue  in  fua  terrd  habuerunt  Confuetudines  fuas  judicio  baronum 
regis  qui  placitum  tenuerunt.  Domef.  2  a  r. 

m  Scavagmm,  modern  fcavage,  Scheuaje.— Shewage.  Si  abfqne  licentia  mi- 
niftri  epifcopi  diffbluerit  truflellum  mercator,  &c.  Ibid.  263  a  I. 

"  It  is  aftonifhing  that  writers,  of  fuch  high  authority  as  Blackftone,  fliould 
itate,  that  there  were  no  cuftoms  paid  previous  to  the  Conqueror,  when  Cop- 
fuetudo  is  found  in  almolt  every  county  of  Domefday,  and  Theloneum  in  moft 
Saxon  laws. 

ror 
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CHAP.  i.  for  the  future  the  archbimop  and  abbot  received  fuch  cuftomary 
|  5 payment  from  the  non-refident  inhabitants. 

Independant  of  the  ecclefiaflical  diftricls,  (which  were  ex- 
tenfive  and  populous,  and  in  which  there  was  a  fraternity  of 
clerical  °  merchants,)  the  city  of  Canterbury  produced  a  p  re- 
venue to  Edward  of  fifty-one  pounds.  Such  was  its  value 
when  delivered  to  Haimo,  the  meriff  of  William,  and  in  the 
year  1086,  it  was  estimated  at  fifty  pounds  ;  yet  it  produced 
thirty  pounds  of  pure  filver  and  good  weight,  twenty-four 
pounds  in  tale  ;  and  1 10  millings,  to  the  vifcount,  or  fheriff. 
So  little  variation,  indeed,  took  place  in  the  rental  of  all  the 
cities  and  boroughs  throughout  the  kingdom,  under  the  Saxon 
and  Norman  monarchs,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  William  to 
have  been  that  devaftating  plunderer  or  fpoiler,  which  monkifli 
hiftorians  have  reprefented  him  ;  for,  however  his  followers 
may  have  ravaged  the  Englifli  pofTeffions,  fuch  character  is 
not  found  applicable  to  the  natural  fon  of  duke  Robert,  when 
we  accurately  examine  thefe  authentic  records. 

To  avoid  chronological  confufion,  we  fhall  difcontinue  our 
obfervations  on  Canterbury,  for  the  prefent,  and  proceed  in 
our  detail  of  other  diftricls  in  Eaft  Kent,  under  the  Saxon 
Edward,  and  his  Norman  fucceffor.  Agreeable  to  our  fyftem, 
we  fhall  vilit  boroughs  or  towns  fucceflively,  in  proportion  to 
their  confequence,  occafionally,  to  the  fimilarity  of  their  cuftoms 
or  privileges,  that  our  illuftration  may  be  more  concife,  com- 
preheniive,  and  regular.  Adopting  fuch  arrangement,  the 
borough  and  port  of  Dover  are  immediately  prefented  to  our 

0  Clerici  in  Gildham  fuam  Domefday,  331. 

*  Inter  totum  tempore  regis  Edvardi  valuit  51  libras  &  tantundem  quando 
Haimo  Vicecomes  recepit  &  modo  50  libr.  appreciatur  ;  tamen  qui  tenet,  nunc 
reddit  30  libr.  arfas  &  penfatas,  et  24  libr.  ad  numcnim,  fuper  hxc  omnia  habet 
Vicecomes  no  fol.  Domeflay,  2  a  i. 

view, 
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view,  and  demand  our  obfervation.  This  important  harbour,  CHAP,  r 
that  is  only  feparated  from  the  continent  of  Europe  by  1  twenty- 
two  ftatute-miles,  was  of  confiderable  magnitude  in  the  days 
of  the  Confeflbr,  and  was  honoured  with  extraordinary  pri- 
vileges. In  lieu  of  military  array,  it  equipped  for  the  ufe 
of  the  monarch  twenty  r  veflels,  manned  with  420  mari- 
ners, that  were  at  the  command  and  fervice  -of  the  king 
fifteen  days  each  year,  and  tranfported  the  horfes  of  the  mef- 
fengers  of  the  monarch  for  a  "  trifling  confideration.  For  this 
fpecies  of  feudal  duty,  its  inhabitants  were  exempted  from  all 
fuit,  fervice,  and  ordinary  fines  to  their  lord's  court ;  and  a 
refident  '  burgefs  was  exonerated  from  tolls  and  cuftoms 
throughout  the  realm  of  England.  u  The  rental  of  Dover  was 
eighteen  pounds,  of  which  fum  Edward  had  twelve,  and  earl 
Godwin  fix.  In  addition  to  this,  the  x  toll  of  the  borough 
yielded  eight  pounds  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Martin's.  Such 
cuftoms  y  exifted  when  William  invaded  England.  In  a  fhort 
time  fubfequent  to  his  z  arrival,  the  town  was  confumed  by 

*  21.97  by  the  French  triangles,  or  49,800  French  toifes.    Vide  Philofophical 
Tranfaftions,  for  1787,  Part  I.  151. 

*  Burgenfes  dederunt  viginti  naves  regi  una  vice  in  anno  ad  quindecim  dies, 
et  in  unaquaque   navi  erant   homines  viginti  et  unus.     Hoc  faciebant  pro  eo 
qood  eis  perdonaverat  faccam  et  foccam.  Domef.  i  a  i. 

*  Dabant  (Miflatici)  pro  caballo  tranfducendo  3  denarios  in  Hieme  &  2  in 
.fliftate.     Ibid. 

1  Quicunque  manens  in  villa  afliduus  reddcbat  regi  confuetudinem,  quietus 
crat  de  theloneo  per  totam  Angliam.  Ibid. 

"  Dovere  tempore  regis  Edvardi  reddebat  iSlibras,  de  quibus  denariis  habebat 
rex  Edvardiis  duas  partes  et  comes  Godwin  tertiam.  Domef.  i  a  r. 

*  Theloneum  de  doure  tempore  reg.  Edv.  valebat  8  libras.  Ibid.  2  a  2. 
Y  Omnes  hae  confuetudines  erant  ibi  quando  Willielmus  rex  in  Angliam  venit 

[ebat.~]  Domef.  i  a  r. 

*•  In  ipfo  primo  adventu  ejus  in  Angliam  fuit  ipfa  villa  combufta,  et  ideo 
pretium  ejus  non  potuit  computari  quantum  valebat,  quando  epifcopus  Baiocenfis 
earn  recepit.  Ibid,  i  a  i. 

VOL.    I.  D  fire, 
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CHAP.  i.  fire  %  fo  that  its  value  could  not  be  eftimated,  when  delivered 
1065—  to  the  ciafl;ody  of  the  earl  of  Kent.  But  in  the  year  b  1086, 
/it  was  valued  at  forty  pounds,  yet  produced  fifty-four;  of 
which  the  fovereign  had  twenty-four  flandard  pounds,  Odo 
thirty  pounds,  whofe  purity  or  weight  were  not  particularly 
examined. 

The  abbey  of  St.  Martin's,  in  Dover,  had  been  defpoiled  of 
fbme  property  in  the  reign  of  the  ConfefTor,  but  its  wealth  and 
power  were  aftoniftungly  reduced  by  the  military  retainers  of 
the  bifhop  of  Baieux.  c  Alnod,  the  fuperior  baron  of  the 
diftriiSt,  with  the  tyrannical  concurrence  of  Harold,  had  dif- 
poflefled  its  canons  of  the  manours  of  Merfham  and  Hawking* 
But  the  land  and  income  of  the  abbey  were  ftill  immenfe. 
The  tenants  occupied  d  eight  thoufand  and  fifty  acres  in  dif- 
ferent lathes  and  hundreds,  the  three  canons  e  feven  hundred  ; 
its  demefne  coniifted  of  four  hundred,  and  Several  f  manours 
held  in  frank-almoigne,  or  found  g  cloathing  for  its 


a  From  the  frequent  fires,  by  which  whole  towns  were  confumed,  at  this 
acra,  we  may  rationally  prefume,  that  the  curfeu  originated  not  (if  then  origi- 
nating, which  we  much  doubt)  fo  much  from  the  tyranny,  as  the  precaution 
of  William  ;  for  eight  o'clock,  at  this  period,  was  a  very  late  hour  for  re- 
tiring to  reft  ;  and  there  were  cuftoms,  in  fome  counties,  by  which  a  neighbour 
could  recover  damages  from  the  perfon  in  whofe  premifes  the  fire  began. 

b  Modb  appreciatur  40  libr.  et  tamen  prsepofitus  inde  reddit  54  lib.  regi 
quidetn  24  libr.  de  denariis.  qui  funt  viginti  in  ora,  cotniti  vero  30  lib.  ad 
numerum.  Dornef.  i  a  I. 

e  AJnod  Cllt  per  violentiam  Heraldi  abftulit  San&o  Martino  Merelefliam  et 
Havochellen,  pro  quibus  dedit  canonicis  iniquam  commutationem. 

Ibid.     2  a  2. 

*'•  24  Solini  hxc  omnia  adxjuietant.  Domefday.  i  b  l.  et  2  a  2. 

'  Habent  fimul  tres  canonici  quatuor  folinos  et  quinque  denas  et  16  acras. 

Ibid.  2  a  2. 

{  Terra  Ndrdewode  et  terra  Ripe  et  terra  Brandet  reddunt  viginti  folidos  et 
fex  derarios  ad  Sanftum  Martinum  in  elemofina.  Ibid.  2  a  2. 

*  Lx  folidi  ad  ca'.ciamenta  canonicorum.  Ibid. 
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The  demefne  of  the  abbey,  the  pofTeffions  of  the,  canons,  and  CHAP,  i., 
the  land  held  by  elemofynary  title,  were  exempt  from  all  con- 
tributions  h  to  the  government  j  for  the  poffeffions  of  '  preben- 
daries  and  cokmifts,  with  their  refpeclive  villains,  complete 
the  twenty-four  fowlings  that  were  afiefled  to  the  k  land-tax. 
The  annual  income  of  the  canons  would  have  amounted  to 
fixty  pounds,  even  fubfequent  to  the  Conquefr,  if  their  rights 
had  not  been  infringed  upon  by  infolent  fraud,  and  fhamelels 
rapine.  The  half-brother  of  William  was  indeed  a  bifhop  in 
Normandy,  but  this  dignitary  of  the  church  was  an  earl  in 
England,  and  fupporting  fuch  character,  we  muft  contemplate 
him,  as  mounted  on  his  l  charger,  as  juftifying  and  encouraging 
the  rapacity  of  his  military  retainers,  and  violently  feizing  the 
pofleffions  of  the  abbey.  The  ra  Colvilles,  the  Romneys,  and 

k  Hsec  terra  nunquafn  reddit  aliquid  confuetudinis  vel  fcoti,  quia  24  folini 
hasc  omnia  adquietant.  Ibid. 

1  Ulric  de  Oxeneford,  Spirites  tenent  in  praebenda.  I  b  2.  Rufticus  reddens 
8  lib.  2  a  2. 

k  A  fowling  paid  one  potmd  to  the  king  in  the  days  of  the'  Confeflbr,  two 
pounds  in  the  time  of  William,  for  Monocftune  tempore  regis  Edvardi  pro 
xx  libra*,  et  mod*  *  XL  Itbras  4  b  2.  et  5  a  i. 

1  In  a  feal  appendant  to  a  deed  in  the  poffeflion  of  Mr.  Aftle,  he  is  repre- 
fented,  on  one  fide,  as  an  earl  mounted  on  his  war-h6rfe,  in  armour,  and  a 
fword  in  his  hand  ;  on  the  reverfe,  as  a  bifhop,  poritifically  arrayed,  pro- 
nouncing the  beriediaion.  Archsologia,  Vol.  I.  p.  337. 

m  Rannulfus  de  .Columbels  aufert  eis  unum  pratum.  Robertus  de  Romenel 
aufert  eis  ftngutis  annis  20  denarios  et  unam  faliriarri  et  unam  pifcariam.  Her- 
bertus  filius  Jvonfs  dedit  'epifcopo  Baioienfi  Marcim  Auri  pfo  urto  Molino 
eorum  nolentibus  illis.  tambartus  Molinum  unum.  Wadard  Unum  Molinum. 
Raduldos  de  GiirfecfpiAe  uriiimi  Domef.  2  a  2. 

*  If  a'fdlin  is  equal  to  dhe"  quarter  of  our  moderri  ftattite  fqnare  mile,  (which  w* 
believe  Vre  fliall  prove  in1  our  diflertatibfl  on  weights  and  meafnrcs,)  and  efach  paid  two 
pounds;  ertlrrtatirig-StoutKBiritai'n  at  65,006  ifetute  miles^  arid;dedofting  15,006  for  Wales 
and  the' Nttrlhumbrian  kingdom,  16,606  for  wafte  and  exempted  land,  there  will  b* 
4o,o6&,  yielding  3-20,60(5!.  equal'  in  eicp'e'ndituVe  to  6,466,060 1.  at  the  prefcnt  day, 
from  this  fource  alone  j  but  this  fubjeft  we  fliall  more  fully  difcufs,  in  our  chapter  on 
the -royal  revenue. 

D  2 
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CHAP.  i.  the  Herberts,  his  martial  followers,  feized  the  mills,  the 
"  fisheries;,  the  meadows  and  falt-houfes,  of  this  religious  foun- 
dation,  and  deprived  it  of  more  than  n  one -fifth  of  its  revenue, 
tinder  the  aufpices,  or  by  the  connivance  of  Odo.  The  °  three 
churches  of  Dover  ftill,  however,  appertained  to  the  abbey, 
though,  of  the  ten  mills,  p  four  were  certainly  taken  away 
from  it. 

To  avoid  confufion  in  our  reprefentation,  we  deem  it  necef- 
fary  to  flate  thofe  nobles  of  Kent,  who  were  immediate  tenants 
of  the  crown,  and  the  true  peers  of  the  realm.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  royal  council  q  confuted  only  of  eleven  perfons, 
feven  of  whom  were  ecclefiaftics  ;  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  bifhops  of  Rochefter  and  Baieux,  the  abbots  of 
Battle,  (in  SufTex,)  St.  Auguftines,  and  Ghent,  Albert,  the 
chaplain  (or  chancellor,)  of  William,  Hugh  Montford,  Earl 
Euftace,  Richard  of  Tonebridge,  (or  Fitzgilbert)  and  Haimo 

"  Modo  non  habent  nifi,  47!.  6  s.  4d. 

0  Tres  ascclefias  apud  doueram  reddunt,  365.  6  d. 

f  Vid.  fupra. 

q  HIC  ANNOTANTUR  TENENTES  TERRAS  IN  GHENT. 

Rex  Willielmus,  5.  Abbatia  St.  Auguftine, 

1.  Archiepifcopus  Cantuarenfis,  6.  Abbatia  de  Gand, 
c*  Terra  Militum  ejus,  7-  Hugo  de  Montford, 
(Monachi  &  homines  ejus,  8.  Comes  Euftachius, 

2.  Epifcopus  Rofeceftrenfis,  9.  Richard  de  Tonebrige, 

3.  Epifcopus  Baiocenfis,  10.  Haimo  Vicecomes, 

4.  Abbatia  de  Batailge,  1 1 .  Albertus  Capellanus. 

.  *  Though  in  the  original  record,  recording  the  lift  of  tenants  in  capite,  atone 
view,  the  monks  of  the  archbifhop  are  inferted,  yet  we  entertain  not  the  leaft  doubt, 
that  it  is  a  miftake  of  the  fcribe  who  arranged  the  materials,  for  in  the  body  of  the 
Survey,  the  knights  of  the  archbifhop  have  precedence  of  them  (4  a  2.)  and  there  is 
not  even  one  acre  recorded  to  have  been  held  by  any  monk  from  the  monarch  in  this 
county. — Hailed  and  others,  inattentive  to  this  difcrunination,  have  Hated  twelve 
peers. 

the 
;» >  I  £   a 
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the  vifcount.  Ecclcfiafrics  poflefled  their  property  at  this  CHAP.  i. 
period,  by  baronial  tenure,  were  the  immediate  vafTals  of  the  I065— 
crown,  members  of  the  high  national  aflembly,  and  equally 
refponfible  to  their  feudal  chieftain,  as  a  military  retainer. 
At  this  time,  we  are  certain,  that  not  only  bifhops,  but  abbots, 
had  votes  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Even  fo  late  as  the  reign  of 
Henry  the  third,  when  the  clergy  were  fuperior  to  civil  jurif- 
di&ion,  and  above  the  controul  of  laical  courts,  the  monarch 
could  effectually  diftrain  the  refragatory  ecclefiaftics,  by  feizing 
the  feudal  pofTeflions  of  the  r  bimop  ;  who  could  eafily  fummon 
and  punifh  his  inferior  clergy,  to  indemnify  himfelf. 

We  will  not  decisively  ftate,  that  fuch  nobles  were  the  only 
freemen  in  the  kingdom  of  England,  though  we  are  warranted 
in  this  fuppofition,  by  a  curious  obfervation  in  Domefday,  re- 
lative to  the  future  noble  family  of  s  Bruce,  from  whence 
monarchs  and  nobles  are  defcended,  that  their  anceftor,  Robert 
Bruce,  was  inverted  with  pofleffions  in  Yorkfhire,  after  he 
had  been  acknowledged,  or  admitted,  a  freeman  in  a  national 
aflembly  at  Winchester.  This  order  certainly  folely  confti- 
tuted  the  high  council,  but  their  feudal  dependants,  knights, 
or  minor  barons,  were  admitted  into  the  great  aflembly  of  the 
nation. 

In  the  recorded  Survey,  the  diftin&ion  of  Eaft  and  Weft 
Kent  is  ftill  obferved,  when  the  cuftoms  are  delineated  ;  but 

*  Epifcopo  Exonienfi.  Rex  eidem.  Quia  Johannes  Wak  non  habet  laicum 
feodum  per  quod  poffit  diflringi :  Vobis  mandamus,  ficut  pluries,  quod  diftrin- 
gatis  ipfum  per  ecclefiafticum  beneficium,  ad  reddendum  nobis  prasdi&um  de- 
bitum  ; — Alioquin  fciatis  quod  prseceperimus  Vicecomiti  Devonian,  quod  illud 
capiat  de  Baronia  veftra.  ExMemor.  28.  Hen.  3.  Rot.  7  a. 

Madox.     Vol.  II.  248- 

»  Hie  eft  feudum  Roberti  de  Bruis,  quod  fuit  datum,  poftquam  liber  de 
Wintonia  fcriptus  fuit.  Domefday.  332.  b.  a. 

thefc 
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CHAP.  i.  thefe  potent  nobles  had  lands  in  both  divifions,   and  confe- 
0  -J quently  were  peers  of  the  whole  county ;  but  their  military 

VV^  retainers  were  ftill  particularized,  and  obferved  thofe  Saxon 
ufages  in  forming  a  feparate  fhiremote  at  Pinneden,  which  are 
ftill  retained  in  the  two  grand  juries  of  the  prefent  day.  We 
now  proceed  according  to  our  propofed  plan. 
.  *  Sandwich  was  fituated  in  its  own  hundred,  was  under  the 
protection  of  the  archbifhop,  though  it  appertained,  in  a  cer- 
tain degree,  to  the  monks  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  by  a  donation 
of  Edward  the  Confeffor,  to  provide  them  with  apparel.  Its 
burgefles  performed  fimilar  fervices  with  the  men  of  Dover, 
and  moft  probably  enjoyed  equal  privileges  on  account  of  thofe 
fervices.  Under  the  Saxon  government  there  were  three  hun- 
dred and  feven  houfes  inhabited,  and  yielding  a  revenue,  but 
the  population  of  the  borough  had  fince  increafed  confiderably  ; 
for  when  Domelday  was  compiled,  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  are  recorded.  If  its  inhabitants  might  be  believed,  (but 
we  give  not  much  credit  to  fuch  interefted  evidence,)  its  rental, 
previovs  to  Edward's  benefaction  to  the  abbey,  was  only  fifteen 
pounds.  At  the  CoufelFor's  death  there  was  no  aflefled  rent. 
When  Lanfranc  firft  rented  it  from  William,  he  paid  forty 
pounds,  and  fupplied  the  monks  with  forty  thoufand  herrings  ; 
but  in  the  year  1086,  the  rental  was  augmented  ten  pounds, 
and  the  fupply  of  herrings  ftill  continued  to  the  abbey.  In 

1  Sandwice  jacet  in.  fuo  proprio  hundret.  Hoc  burgum  tenet  archiepifcepus, 
et  eft  de  veftitu  monachorum,  et  reddit  fimilc  fervitium  regi  ficut  Dovere  et 
hoc  teftificantur  homines  de  ifto  burgo,  quod  antequam  rex  Edwardus  dediflet 
illud  Sandlae  Trinitati  reddebat  regi  xv.  libr.  tempore  mortis  regis  Edvardi  non 
erat  ad  firmam.  Quando  recepit  archiepifcopus  reddebat  40!.  de  firma  et  4.0 
rnjllia  de  allecibus  ad  viftum  monachorum.  In  anno  quo  fa&a  eft  hxc  de- 
fcriptio,  reddit  Sanwic  50 1.  de  firma  et  alleces  ficut  prius.  Tempore  regis 
Edvardi  crant  ibi  307  manfuras  hofpkatx  modo  funt  plus  76,  id  eft,  fimul  384. 

Domefday.     331. 

this 
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this  borough  there  were  inhabitants  of  an  inferior  defcription,  CHAP 
the  fons  of  villains,  for  u  thirty-two  manfions  belonged  to  the 
manour  of  our  modern  Woodnefbury,  and  paid  their  rental  in 
that  diftricT:  to  the  archbifhop. 

Of  the  liberties,  and  fervices,  attached  to  the  borough  of 
Hythe,  the  record  of  Domefday  tranfmits  no  particular  ac 
counts.  With  what  fuperior  privileges  the  inhabitants  of  *  bo- 
roughs were  inverted,  that  market-towns  and  villages  pofleffed 
not,  is  a  bold  iubjecl  to  difcufs,  after  the  laborious  inveftiga- 
tion,  and  learned  difquifkions  of  Brady.  However,  we  briefly 
ftate,  that  we  believe  burgefTes,  under  the  Saxon  government, 
to  have  constituted  fuch  a  corporate  body,  as  mutually  gua- 
rauteed  the  good  conduct  of  its  members,  conjointly  paid 
*  afiefled  *  tribute  to  its  proprietor,  was  refponfible  for  the  de- 
falcation of  its  *  individuals,  poffefled  the  power  of  b  trafficking 
or  negociating  with  merchants  or  pedlars,  (confeq.uently  the 

u  In  Sandwice  habet  archiepifcopus  32  mafuras  ad  manerium  (*  Gollefberge] 
pertinentes  et  reddentes  423.  8d.  Domfday.     n  a  2. 

*  Borih,  a  pledge,  or  bupij,  a  houfe  of  affembly  ;  though  in  general  we  rely 
not  much  on  etymological  certainty  or  precifion  ;  for  what  unclaflical  reader 
would  believe  that  the  Englifh  journal  comes  from  the  Latin  dies,  not  one  letter 
the  fame;  yet  no  etymology  is  more  probable ;  dies,  diurnus;  Italian,  giorno  \ 
French,  jour  ;  Englifh,  journal. 

*  As  their  opulence  increafed,  their  talliagc  increafed. 

*  Guildhall.     Gelti  Halla,  the  court  where  their  alTeffments  were  rated. 
a  To  their  refpc&ive  lords,  or  different  owners. 

Honor  Comitis  de  Arundel,    et  de  Petewurda,  Comitis,  Conftabulariae,  et 
Coronae.  Great  Roll,  paffim. 

k  Habebat  Thol,  quod  nos  dicimus  Theloneum,  fcilicet  quod  habeat  liber- 
tatem  vendendi  &  emcndi  in  terra  fua. 

Leges  Edv.  per  Will,  confirm  Will.  p.  202. 

True  villains  could  neither  buy  or  fell,  for  their  perfons  and  their  property 
were  the  chattels  (catalla)  of  their  lord. 

*  Recorded  alfo  Wanefberge,  but  muft  be   the  modern  Woodnefboroogh,  fmce 
fituated  in  Eaflrye  hundred. 

inhabitants 
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CHAP.  i.  inhabitants  of  a  borough  pofleffed  fome  property  of  their  own,) 
~  and  had  a  houfe  of  aflembly,  for  regulating  its  internal  polity, 

ww>  where  the  reeve  of  the  lord  prefided,  diflincT:  from  the  court- 
leet  or  baron  of  the  feudal  chieftain,  though  ftill  dependant 
on  his  controul,  and  confidered  as  part  of  the  value  of  his 
manour,  or  the  honour  of  a  major  baron,  a  bifliop,  an  earl,  or 
monarch. 

In  conformity  to  this  delineation,  we  find  two  hundred  and 

"fHa've°n.  twenty-five  burgefles  refident  in  c  Hythe,  that  had  emigrated 
from  the  manour  of  Saltwood,  the  property  of  the  d  archbimop 
of  Canterbury,  though  Hugh  Montford  had  the  cuftody  of  it 
as  his  e  martial  retainer,  not  as  a  f  peer  of  the  realm,  or  a 
tenant  of  the  crown.  In  addition  to  thefe  the  archbimop  re- 
tained fix  g  burgelTes  in  his  own  pofTeffion,  which  were  not 
farmed  out  to  either  knight  or  ecclefiaftic,  as  part  of  his  manour 
of  Liming  in  his  own  demefne,  or  peculiar  adminiftration. 
The  value  of  this  borough  is  not  diftin&ly  fpecified.  But 
the  fix  burgefles,  under  the  immediate  jurifdiclion  of  the 
archbifliop,  were  probably  opulent  h  ecclefiaftics,  that  traded 
to  foreign  ports ;  for  their  value,  with  the  manour  of  Liming, 

e  Salteode.     Ad  hoc  manerium  pertinent  225  burgenfes  in  burgo  Heda?. 

Domefday.    4  b  i. 

*  Cinque  ports  not  eftablifhed  at  this  period,  for  Sandwich,  Romney,  and 
Hythc  belonged  to  the  archbifhop  wholly  or  partially. 

*  In  Domefday,  under  the  title  Terra  Militum  Archiepifcopi,  p.  4  a  2.  et 
Hugo  de  Montfort  tenet  de  Archiepifco  Salteode.  Domef.  4  b  I. 

f  Hugh  Montfort  was  a  great  baron,  or  peer,  in  Kent,  Eflex,  Norfolk,  and 
Suffolk. 

*  Leminges    pertinent    6  burgenfes    in   Hede,    ipfe  archiepifcopus  tenet  in 
dominio.  Domefday.  431. 

*>  We  are  certain  of  a  clerical  guild  in  Canterbury.     Vide  fupra. 
4  Ibi  pertinent  6  burgenfes  in  Hede.     Tempore  regis  Edvardi  valebat  24!. 
etpoftea  40!.  et  modo  funiliter  reddit.  Ibid.    4  a.  i. 

was 
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was  estimated  at  twenty-four  pounds,  in  the  early  part  of  the  CHAP.  r. 
reign  of  the  Confeflbr,  their  property,  in  this  fhort  period, I( 
was  fo  much  augmented,  that  they  were  aflefled  at  forty  pounds 
at  the  time  of  his  deceafe ;  luch  was  their  eftimated  rental, 
twenty  years  fubfequent,  yet  they  annually  paid  fixty  pounds. 
The  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  burgefles  of  Montfort  were 
of  an  inferior  defcription.  Though  the  extent  of  the  manours 
of  Saltwood  and  Liming  were  equal,  for  each  was  afleffed  as 
feven  '  fowlings,  yet  the  rental  of  k  the  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  burgefles,  and  the  value  of  the  manour,  only  pro- 
duced fixteen  pounds  under  the  Saxon  government ;  when 
Hugh  Montfort  obtained  pofleflion  of  it,  only  eight  pounds  ; 
but  in  the  year -4086,  produced  twenty-nine  pounds  fix  {hillings 
and  four-pence.  Thefe  men,  confequently,  mufl  confifl  of 
the  inferior  order  of  mechanics,  or  of  fuch  tradefmen,  who 
can  be  ranked  little  higher  than  pedlars,  or  petty  dealers. 

In  the  borough  of  Romney,  were  burgefles  of  three  defcrip- 
tions.  Earl l  Godwin  was  its  proprietor  in  the  days  of  Edward, 
and  Alfi  the  prince,  his  tenant.  Odo  fuccceded  him,  and  occu- 
pied all  his  pofleflions  by  fimilar  tenure.  The  military  retainer 
of  the  uterine  brother  of  the  Conqueror  that  was  inverted  with 
the  occupancy  of  the  borough,  was  furnamed  from  the  place, 
Robert  of  Romney.  To  him  m  appertained  fifty  burgeffes  of  a 
fuperior  order,  for  they  were  under  the  immediate  protection 

1  Leminges  pro  7  folingis  fe  defendebat.  Domefday.    4  a  I. 

Salteode  pro  7  folingis  fe  defendebat  tempore  regis  Edvardi.       Ibid.    4  b.  i. 

k  Inter  burgum  et  manerium  valebat  tempore  regis  Edvardi  16  libr.  quando 
recepit  (Hugo  de  Montfort)  9  libr.  modb  inter  totum  29  libr.  6  fol.  et  4  den. 

Ibid.    4b.  I, 

1  Alfi  tenuit  de  comite  Godwino. 

"  Robertus  de  Romenel  habet  50  burgenfes  in  burgo  de  Romenel.    10  b.  2. 
VOL.    I.  E  Of 


rqu 
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CHAM;  of  the  n  monarch,  who  exempted  them  from  every  fervice 
T0^5—  and  payment,  as  a  compenfation  for  the  fleet  and  mariners  they 
furnifhed  to  the  royal  navy,  except  the  cuftomary  fines,  for 
the  violation  of  the  king's  peace,  public  robbery,  or  infringe- 
ment on  the  forefts  or  national  roads,  of  which  the  errablifhed 
forfeitures  belonged  to  the  crown.  There  were  °  twenty-one 
burgefles  that  enjoyed  fimilar  privileges,  for  fimilar  fervices, 
who,  in  a  corporate  capacity,  received  their  own  ordinary  fines 
and  forfeitures ;  but  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  as  lord 
paramount  of  the  manour  of  Lanport,  received  fuch  fines  from 
them  as  the  monarch  received  from  the  preceding  fifty,  though 
they  were  guarded  by  the  protection  of  the  royal  peace.  In 
addition  to  thefe  there  were  p  eighty-five  other  burgefles  that 
belonged  to  Lanfranc,  as  part  of  his  manour  of  Aldinton, 
which  were  in  his  own  immediate  cuftody,  and  produced  him 
only  an  annual  income  of  fix  pounds.  Thefe  were  certainly 
of  an  inferior  order,  for  the  twenty-one  Lanport  burgefles 
yielded  q  ten  pounds  to  their  lord,  in  the  days  of  Edward,  and 
fixteen  in  the  reign  of  William.  The  fifty  burgeffes  that  partly 

'  •    '.  ..  I   '.  .'_•  '-l.'i  ;„    "U.'.ifl!   :    '    :    fi.  .:.   -•• 

*  De  eis  habet  rex  orrine  fervitium  &  fint  quieti  pro  fervitio  maris  ab  omni 
confuetudine  praster  tribus,  Latrocinio,  pace  infracla  et  *  Forftel. 

Domefday.    10  b.  2. 

0  Ad  hoc  manerhim  (Lamport)  pertinent  21  burgenfes  qui  funt  in  Romenel, 
de  quibus  habet  archiepifcopus  tres  foris-faclas.  Latrocinium,  pacern  fradtam 
foriftellum.  Rex  vero  habet  omne  fervitium  ab  eis  &  ipfi  habent  omnes  con- 
fuetudines  &  alias  foris-fa&uras  pro  fervitio  maris  &  funt  in  rnanu  regis. 

:u;  .   Domef.    4  b.  i. 

*  In  Romenel  funt  85  burgenfes  qui  pertinent  ad  Aldinton  manerium  archi- 
epifcopi  &  valuerunt  &  modo  valerit  domino  6  libras.  Domef.  4  a.  i. 

<  Tempore  regis  Edvardi  et  port  valuit  10  libras  &  modo  16  libras.      4  b.  i . 

*  Many  antiquaries  interpret   this  word  as  fynonimous  to  vise  obftruftio,  itineris 
interceptio  ;  but  as  we  meet  with  Forefta,  Foriflarius,  &c.  in  Domefday,  it  may  per- 
ha'ps  apply  to  the  Foreft  Laws,  which  are  univerfally  known  to  have  been  fevere  at 
this  period.    Lambardes  Ftrefttlling  is  certainly  wrong. 

appertained 


THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN. 

appertained  to  Robert  Romney,  were  not  produ&ive  to  their  CHAP.  r. 
proprietor,  for  they  were  only  eftimated  at r  forty  ihillings,  in 
the  year;  1064,   but  had   increafed  in  value  ten  (hillings  i 
twenty  years. 

8  Sefaltre  was  a  borough  ©f  a  -flill  inferior  defcription,  that 
properly  belonged  to  the  kitchen  of  the  archbifhop,  and  whofe 
eight  fifheries  were  held  by  gavelkind  tenure  at  a  rent  of 
twenty-five  fhillings,  by  a  fab-tenant  of  the  name  of  Blize, 
from  the  monks  of  St.  Auftin's*  There  were  forty-eight 
ruftics  annexed  to  this  borough,  which  was  fituated  in  Can- 
terbury lath,  poffefTed  two  ploughs,  one  of  which  appertained 
to  the  demefne,  had  a  church,  and  pannage  for  ten  hogs. 

'  Forewic  is  the  remaining  borough  fituated  in  Eaft-Kent, 
at  this  period.  Before  the  Confefibur's  reign  two-thirds  of  this 
diftridl  was  annexed  to  the  crown.  Edward  had  prefented  his 
portion  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Auguftine's.  When  Odo  fucceeded 
to  Earl  Godwin's  third  (hare,  he  obtained  permiffion  from 

'  Tempore  regis  Edvardi  et  poft  valuit  40  folid.  modo  50 fol.     Domef.  1 1  a  i. 

'  In  eodem  Borowart  Left,  jacet  parvum  burgum  nomine  Sefaltre,  quod  pro- 
prie  pertinet  Coquina;  Archiepifcopi.  Quidam  nomine  Blize  tenet  de  Mona- 
chis.  In  dominio  eft  una  Caruca  et  48  bordarii  cum  una  Caruca.  Ibi  scclefia 
e't'8  pifcarias  cum  gablo  de  25  folidis.  Silva  10  porcorum.  Tempore  regis 
Edvardi  et  poft  valuit  255.  Domef.  531. 

1  Ipfe  abbas  (SancYi  Auguftini)  tenet  unum  parvum  burgum,  quod  vocatur 
Forewic.  Hujus  burgi  duas  partes  dedit  Edwardus  San£lo  Auguftino.  Tertiam 
verb  partem,  quse  fuerat  Godwin!  Comitis,  Epifcppus  Baiocenfis  conceffit  eidem 
Sanclo  annuente  rege  *  Willielmo.  Ibi  fuerunt  100  mafura;  terra;,  4  minus, 
reddentes  135.  modo  funt  73  mafurae  tantundem  reddentes.  Domef.  12  a  2. 

*  This  paflage  corroborates  Alfred's  will,  where  the  Weft-Saxon  Nobles  are  repre- 
fented  holding  their  liberties  and  property  at  the  pleafure  of  their  lord,  which  they 
could  not  enjoy,  or  transfer,  without  his  confent.  But  more  on  this  fubjeft  hereafter. 
See  Alfred's  Will,  edited  Oxon.  1788,  from  a  MS.  of  Mr.  Aftle. 

D  2  William 
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CHAP.  i.  William  u  to  transfer  the  remaining  part  to  this  ecclefiaftical 
1065 —  foundation.  Here  were  fituated  ninety-fix  houfes,  or  x  bur- 
J  gefles,  for  thefe  were  fynonimous  in  boroughs,  under  the  Saxon 
prince,  but  were  reduced  to  feventy-three,  under  the  Norman 
monarch  ;  the  general  ftate  of  the  place  had,  notwithftand- 
ing,  been  fo  much  improved  by  its  clerical  pofTeflbrs,  that  its 
value  had  increafed  from  five  pounds  to  eleven  pounds  two 
fhillings.  In  addition  to  thefe  inhabitants,  there  were  fix 
burgefTes  appertaining  to  the  abbey,  that  held  in  gavelkind 
tenure  twenty-four  acres,  at  a  rent  of  twenty-two  fhillings. 
Thefe  were  ftill  retained,  becaufe  pofleflions  attached  to  this 
religious  houfe  from  time  immemorial ;  but  feven  manfions  in 
the  borough,  which  were  only  polTeffed  by  St.  Auftin's  in  the 
ConfeflTour's  reign,  were  exempted  from  fervices  to  his  eccle- 
fiaftics  by  Lanfranc,  archbifhop,  but  y  certainly  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  occupants,  but  his  own  emolument. 

Having  furveyed  the  fituation  of  the  city  and  boroughs  in 
Eaft  Kent,  we  fhall  now  pervade  the  four  laths,  with  their 
refpeclive  hundreds.  We  fhall  commence  with  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Canterbury,  and  the  reader  will  eafily  be  enabled  to 
accompany  us  in  our  progrefs,  by  confulting  the  annexed  map. 
To  mark  the  precife  boundaries  either  of  laths  or  hundreds,  at 
this  period,  is  impoffible,  fince  feveral  hundreds  are  fituated  in 
more  than  one  lath,  and  many  manours  extend  to  different 
hundreds.  Hence  we  attempt  not  to  delineate  their  extent  or 
figure,  but  fhall  endeavour  to  particularize  them  with  fuch 

n  Ibidem  funt  24  acre  terra;,  quas  femper  habuit  San&us  Auguftinus,  ubi 
fuerunt  &  funt  6  burgenfes  reddentes  22  folidos.  In  ifto  burgo  tenet  archiepif- 
copus  Lanfrancus  feptem  mafuras  terre,  qua;  tempore  regis  Edvardi  ferviebant 
San&o  Auguftino,  modo  archiepifcopus  aufert  ei  [eo]  Servitium.  Dorn.  12  a  2. 

*  Vide  fupra,  p.  11. 

'  Aufert. 

fidelity 
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•fidelity  and  accuracy,  as  the  tranfmitted  documents  enable  us.  CHAP.  i. 
To  avoid  that  tedious  detail  and  tirefbme  repetition  which  mufr. 
neccflarily  refult  from  a  tranfcript  of  the  entries  in  Domefday, 
we  have  arranged,  with  considerable  labour  and  expence,  a 
fummary  Table  of  the  Lands  in  Kent,  their  fituation,  hundred, 
value,  proprietors,  occupants,  and  inhabitants,  in  the  refpeclive 
reigns  of  Edward  the  Confefibur  and  William  the  Conqueror. 
That  table  and  this  hiftory  will  mutually  iiluftrate  each  other, 
and  their  authority  refts  on  the  fame  bafe. 

In  the  ward,  or  lath,  of  the  borough  of  Canterbury,  dif- 

. 
tinguifhed  in  modern  days  by  the  title  of  St.  Auguitine's  lath, 

eleven  hundreds  were  fituated.  Since  Bolton  occupies  its 
liorth-weftern  diftridr,  we  (hall  there  commence  our  defcription, 
and  fucceflively  vifit,  in  a  fouth-eafternly  direction,  the  re- 
fpedive  hundreds. 

Bolton  was  not  remarkable  either  for  its  extent,  population, 
or  riches.  It  comprized  probably  fix  manours,  or  hamlets, 
and  appertained  to  the  Saxon  monarch  Edward,  Stigand 
Archbifhop,  Earl  Godwin,  and  the  Abbey  of  Saint  AufKn's. 
It  comprehended  z  Selling,  Bolton,  Goodnefton,  Graveney, 
Eaft-Swale,  and  part  of  the  ifle  of  Sheppey,  near  Mufcle 
Creek.  Hence  it  is  reafonable  to  imagine  that  a  fhoal  extended 
from  the  main  land  to  this  ifle,  which  the  name,  Eaft-Swale, 
perhaps  imports.  The  whole  hundred  was  eftimated  at  more 
than  a  fifteen  fowlings  to  the  general  land-tax,  equal  in  extent 

z  Sedlinges,  12  a  2 — Boltun,  3  b  a — Godefelle,  8  a  I — Gravenel,  4  a  2  * — 
Eftfelve,  8  a  2 — Winchelefmere,  8  a  2.  Domefday. 

»  15 i  fowlings,  each  equal  to  1 60  computed,  or  Chefliire  acres,  give  2480, 
or  5243.7  ftatute  acres  of  land,  proper  for  cultivation. 

*  We  prefume  that  Eftfelve  and  Weftfelve,  are  Eaftfwale  and  Weftfwale,  or  the 
Eaftern  Shelve  or  Shoal,  and  Weftern  Shelve  or  Shoal ;  but  we  are  lefs  certain  relative 
to  the  eighth  folio  in  Domefday,  efpecially  its  firft  page,  denoted  by  a,  than  any  other 
part  of  Kent,  fince  not  one  hundred  is  fpecified  in  either  column  diflinguiflied  by  the 
figures  i  and  2. 

to 
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CHAP.  r.  to  more  than  five  thousand  ftatute  acres,  or  eight  fquare  miles. 

1065—  jtg  rental    under  the  Confeffour  and  Conquerour,  with  other 
1272. 

particulars,  will  be  found  in  a  general  fubfequent  table  of  the 


hundreds,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred  for  information. 
The  land  of  the  b  ecclefiaftics  in  this  diftrift  confKtuted  four- 
fifths  of  the  whole  hundred,  they  poflefTed  thirty  ploughs, 
lixty-nine  yeomen  or  villains,  thirty-one  borderers  or  nifties, 
fimeries,  and  falt-works,  which  were  uninterruptedly  tranf- 
mitted  to  their  rucceffors  ;  whilft  the  feudal  property  of  the 
royal  Edward,  and  Earl  Godwin,  with  their  fub-tenants,  Lewim 
Edwin,  and  Ulwi,  were  transferred  to  the  uterine  brother  of 
William,  who  portioned  it  to  his  military  retainers,  Hugh,  the 
nephew  of  Hubert,  and  Richard,  his  knight. 

Whiteftable  hundred  was  compofed  of  c  Blean,  Swalecliff^ 
and  Harbledown.  The  foil  was  fblely  occupied  by  feudal 
chieftains,  and  the  value  or  cultivation  was  comparatively  in- 
confiderable,  when  we  view  the  regularly  tranfmitted  pofleflions 
of  ecclefiaftical  foundations;  its  inhabitants  and  oxen  were 
few,  its  afTefled  taxes  to  the  government,  or  fupport  of  the 
realm,  trifling.  Edward  and  Earl  Godwin  were  demefne 
lords,  under  the  Saxon  monarchy,  and  committed  their  pof- 
feffions  to  the  cuftody  of  d  four  warlike  nobles,  with  manorial 
privileges.  The  Conqueror  transferred  them  to  the  opulent 
and  powerful  Odo,  and  Haimo  the  Vifcount  of  the  county, 
who  parcelled  them  to  their  refpeclive  dependants,  and  Nor- 
man followers. 

Canterbury.      The  city  of  Canterbury,  at  this  period,  gave  denomination 
to  a  hundred.     This  diftricl,  independant  of  Sefaltre,  which 

*  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  and  abbey  of  St.  Auftin's.     See  general  alpha- 
betical Table  of  Places. 

e  Blehem,  14.  a  2  —  Soaneclive,  10  a  i—  Herbretitou,  8  a  2. 
d  See  fubfequent  Hundred  Table. 

has 
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has  been  defcribed,  comprehended  e  Norwood  and  Nackington.  CHAP.  r. 
The  burgefles  annexed  to  the  manour  of  Norwood  have  already 
been  f  fpecified.  The  archbifhops  were  its  proprietors,  and 
the  major  part  of  their  vaflals  had  relinquifhed  their  agri- 
cultural occupations,  to  live  as  tradefmen,  under  the  imme- 
diate aufpices  of  their  patron  at  Canterbury.  But  though  they 
had  abandoned  the  place  of  their  nativity,  their  lervile  ftate 
ftill  attached  to  them,  or  perhaps  they  were  fortunate,  at  this 
period,  in  receiving  the  protection  of  an  ecclefiaftical  patron. 
The  number  of  yeomen,  or  villains,  ruftics,  borderers,  cottagers, 
or  inhabitants  of  the  Ikirts  of  the  manour,  will  be  found  in  a 
fummary  table  of  the  hundreds  of  each  lath.  Nackington, 
another  hamlet,  included  in  this  divifion,  had  been  held  by 
the  8  burgefTes  of  Canterbury,  under  the  Saxon  government ; 
but  the  tyrannical  Earl  bimop  had  wrefted  it  from  their  hands, 
and  transferred  it  to  Haimo,  the  Norman  vifcount.  As  this 
land  had  been  occupied  by  perfons  incapable  of  exercilmg  ma- 
norial powers,  we  could  little  exped  to  find  either  mills, 
fifheries,  falt-works,  or  a  church  in  the  diftri6r. 

Sturry  was  wholly  occupied  by  ecclefiaftics,  or  their  depen-  Sturry- 
dants,  previous  and  fubfequent  to  the  conqueft.  The  arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  had  one  moiety  in  demefne,  which,  in 
proportion  to  its  extent,  was  excellently  cultivated,  abounded 
with  h  mills  and  pafture,  and  whofe  inhabitants  had  built  fifty- 
two  houfes  in  the  city,  where  many  of  the  nifties  refided,  with 
the  appellation  of  burgefTes.  The  major  part  of  thefe  were 
destroyed,  when  the  palace  was  creeled  by  Lanfranc.  In  this 
urt..!c:  v  •.-,,  .  if  is.  c,  . 

••  Nordeude,  2  a  2.  &  5  a  i — Latintone,  9  b  i. 
,    '  See  Hiftory  Canterbury. 

«  Has  terras  tempore  regis  Edvardi  tenuerunt  burgenfes  Cantuarias,  et  ufque 
ad  epifcopum  baiocenfem,  qui  ab  eis  cepit.  Domefday,  9  b  i. 

h  Duodecim  molini  et  100  acras  pafturje.  Domefday,  3  b  i. 

manour 
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CHAP.  i.  manour  '  five  knights  of  the  archbifhop,  and  Haimo,  (heriff, 
1065 —  or  vifcount,  had  pofleffions,  with  fubonlinate  retainers,  cot- 
tagers,  mills,  and  pafture.  The  abbey  of  St.  Auftin's  had 
the  other  portion.  This  diftri£t  alfo  was  chiefly  arable,  and 
was  well  furnifhed  with  k  mills  and  fifheries,  for  the  benefit  of 
this  eccleliaftical  foundation.  The  abbot  retained  this  manour 
under  his  immediate  fuperintendance,  which,  like  all  other 
clerical  pofleflions,  was  highly  rated  to  the  land-tax  at  this 
period,  for  this  fmall  hundred  paid  for  twelve  fowlings,  and 
though  eftimated  fo  high  as  '  fifty  pounds,  yielded  a  revenue  of 
fifty-four  pounds  annually,  when  the  Autograph  was  compiled. 
Forewic  hundred  has  been  generally  defcribed,  when  we 
treated  on.  boroughs.  In  addition  to  our  former  obfervations, 
we  curforily  ftate  that  m  eighty  acres  adjoining  to  Canterbury, 
fituated  in  this  diftricl,  poflefTed  by  the  abbot  of  St.  Auftin's, 
were  exempt  from  all  land-tax,  and  cultivated  by  fifteen 
borderers.  Here  likewife  four  nuns  refided,  under  the  patronage 
of  this  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliment,  and  held  four  acres  in  frank- 
almoigne,  at  the  rent  of  two  millings  and  one  feam  of  wheat. 
Chiflet  appertained  likewife  to  St.  Auftin's,  and  was  under 
the  immediate  controul  of  the  abbot.  Its  general  ftate  and  value 
will  eafily  be  known,  from  the  table  of  hundreds  comprized 
in  each  lath,  fince  it  only  confifted  of  one  manour.  Vines 
were  confiderably  cultivated  at  this  aera,  for  three  n  arpents, 

'  See  fummary  Table  of  Places. 

k  10  molini  de  8  libris,  et  7  pifcaria;,  12  a  i. 

1  This  portion  of  the  abbot  is  dated,  in  Domefday,  to  have  been  valued  at 
50  (hillings,  but  moft  probably  is  an  error  of  the  fcribe,  writing  fifty  fol.  for 
50  lib. 

"  Juxta  civitatem  Cantuarienfem  habet  Sanftus  Auguftinus  dimidium  folinum, 
quod  femper  fuit  quietum,  &  4  moniales  in  elemofma  de  abbate,  et  reddunt 
2  fol.  et  unam  fummam  farina:.  Domefday,  12  a  2. 

"  Tres  arpenni  \incx,  1 2  a  2. 

or 
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tir  French  acres,  belonged  to  this  foundation,  and  to  many  CHAP.  r. 
other  clerical  pofleflbrs,  not  only  in  Kent,  but  in  Middlefex,  Io65- 
EfTex,  and  mofl  of  the  midland,  fouthern,  and  weflern  coun- 
ties.  At  this  period  alfo,  when  mofl  animal  food  was  pre- 
ferved  by  feafoning,  and  herrings  conflituted  a  great  portion  of 
ecclefiaflical  provision,  the  acquifition  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
fait,  as  an  article  of  the  firfl  neceffity,  was  a  great  defideratum 
for  fupplying  the  monks  with  muttons,  bacons,  beeves,  and 
fifh.  Hence  they  received  their  rent  in  kind,  and  °  flipulated 
with  their  tenants  for  fifty  feam  of  fait,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirty  hogs,  for  annual  fuflenance.  In  this  fmall  hundred 
four  p  Norman  knights  refided,  as  military  vafials  of  the  church, 
and  occupied  premifes  of  twelve  pounds  yearly  value. 

The  hundred  of  q  Downhamford  was  compofed  of   four 

ford. 

manours  ;  Wickham,  Ickham,  Littlebourne,  and  Wanderton. 
The  particular  value  of  each  feparately  may  eafily  be  found  in 
the  fummary  table  of  places  prefixed  to  this  hiflory,  and  of 
the  whole  conjointly,  at  the  completion  of  each  lath.  But 
there  are  many  occurrences  that  cannot  be  remarked  on  fuch 
a  confined  plan,  and  we  mufl  necefTarily  enter  into  detail 
upon  fbme  occafions.  Wickham,  in  the  days  of  the  Confeflbur, 
was  occupied  by  r  Aired,  the  commifTary  of  the  monarch,  or 
general  proveditor  for  the  royal  retinue,  whenever  he  vifited 
that  part  of  the  county.  In  this  manour,  one  hundred  and 


0  47  falin*  de  50  fummis  falis.     De  pafnagio  130  porci. 

Domef.  12  a  2. 

'  De  ifto  manerio  tenent  quatuor  francigenae  milites,  quod  valet  per  annum  ial. 

Domef.  1  2  a  2. 

'  DUNAMESFORT  —  Wicheham,  9  a  2—  Gecham,  5  a  I—  Liteburne,  12  a  i 
—  Warwintone,  12  a  i. 

'  Hoc  mancrium  tenuit  Alured  biga  de  rege  Edvardo.  Domef.  9*2. 

VOL.  I.  F 
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CHAP.  i.  fixty-feven  acres  of   '  free  or  chartered   land  were  fituated, 
1065  —  which  Siward  occupied  under  the  Saxon  government,   and 

1272* 

,  which  were  transferred  to  Maltravers,  with  fimilar  privileges, 
by  the  Earl  of  Kent.  This  diftricl:  was  in  the  immediate 
poffeflion  of  Odo  Earl  and  Bifhop,  under  the  Norman  dynafty, 
and  was  amply  fupplied  with  the  neceflary  requifites  for  the 
caftle  of  a  feudal  chieftain.  There  was  a  *  park  for  him  to 
fport  in  ;  an  exalted  prieft  to  attend  his  devotional  hours  ;  mills, 
and  falt-works,  to  prepare  fuch  provifions  as  fixty-eight  agri- 
cultural ruftics,  a  pafture  of  u  three  hundred  fheep,  fimeries, 
and  a  wood  yielding  pannage  for  eighty  bacons,  could  furnifh 
for  the  round  table  of  the  knightly  "hall.  What  is  more  re- 
markable, there  were  thirty-  one  x  chargers,  to  accommodate 
his  military  train,  and  three  ?  manfions  in  Canterbury,  appen- 
dages to  the  manour,  to  receive  his  followers,  when  they  at- 
tended him  in  the  city.  —  Ickham  had  a  greater  quantity  of 
arable  land,  and  more  numerous  labourers,  had  four  extremely 
productive  z  mills,  and  was  more  a  valuable  to  the  archbifhop, 
its  poflefibr,  who  retained  it  in  demefne.  In  this  manour, 


jacet  ad  hunc  manerium  dimidius  *  folihus  libefje  terra;,  quam  Sired 
tenuit  de  Alured  Biga,  et  modo  tenet  Goisfrid  filius  malae  terra  de  epifcopo 
Baiocenfi  et  valet  et  Temper  valuit  60  s.  Domef.  932. 

'  Ibi  untis  parcus,  arcclefia  et  prefbytor  qui  dat  403.  per  annum. 

u  There  are  not  300  flieep,  or  pafture  for  them,  to  .be  found.  in  five  places 
of  Domefday,  the  part  of  Higham  manour,  in  Eflex,  fed  200,  whilft  in  fome 
counties  many  manours  fed  aooo  hogs.  See  DiiTertation  on  Agriculture,  &c. 

*  31  animalia,  9  a  2  ;  a  very  uncommon  entry. 

y  Mafuras,  not  domus,  not  houfes  fimply,  but  manfion-houfes.     Vid.  fupra. 

"*•  Quatuor  molendini  de  TOO  folidis.  We  find  mills  varying  in  value,  from 
30  {hillings  to  30  pence.  Vid.  Domefday,  177  b  2,  and  531. 

»  For  the  value  'we  ftiall  generally  reftr  to  tlie  .prefixed  table  of  places  arranged 
alphabetically.  ,':n£t  t;nolni//' 

*  So  Chefhire  acres,  equal  to  167  ftatutc.     See  Diflerta.  on  Weights  and  Meafures. 

William, 
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William,  bj  a  knight  of  Lanfranc's,  refided,  poflefling  landed  CHAP.  i. 
property  of  feven  pounds  annual'  income.-  —  The  abbot  of  St.      _* 
Auftin's  was  proprietor  ,  of,  'one  moiety  of  Littlebourne, 


the  whole  of  Wanderton,  in  the  reign  of  the  Conquerour. 
Under  the  Saxon  prince,  Wanderton  appertained  to  Sbern,  the 
commiflary,  was  farmed  by  Edric,  and  probably  included  iiji 
Prefton  hundred.  But  when  Odo  fucceeded  to  his  pofleffiotts, 
and  was  defirous  of  extending  his  c  park  of  Wickham,  he  ex- 
changed, for  an  adjoining  portion  of  Littlebourne,  his  manour 
of  Wanderton,  with  the  abbey,  though  Ralph  d  Crookthoru 
was  continued  its  Sub-tenant  under  the  mitred  abbot. 

In  Petham  hundred  there  is  little  deferving  our  attention, 
that  may  not  eafily  be  collected  from  the  edited  tables.  It 
confifted  of  one  manour,  was  occupied  in  demefne  by  the 
primate,  though  e  Godfrey,  his  purveyor,  and  Nigell,  an 
eccleiiafKc  and  phyfician,  held  extenfive  premifes  in  the  dif- 
tri6l,  with  the  accuftomed  appendages  of  yeomen  or  villains, 
ruftics  or  borderers,  to  the  amount  of  nine  pounds.  A  fmall 
portion  appertained  to  the  monks  of  Canterbury,  independant 
of  the  archbimop. 

f  Bridge  hundred  comprehended  the  three  Bournes,  Hardes,    Bridg«. 
and  Stelh'ng.     One   Bourne   belonged   to   the  abbey  of   St. 
Auftin's,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  abbot,  and  thence  probably 
had  the  addition  of  Bifliop's  Bourne  ;    for  though  Odo,  the 

f  «  *•  •  .    • 

b  De  terra  hujus  manerii  tenet  Willielnuis  homo  fuus  tantum  quod  valet  7!. 

Domef.  5  a  r. 

c  De  ifto  manerio  (Liteburne)  habet  epifcopus  Baiocenfis  in  fuo  parco  tantum 
quod  valet  60  s.  Domef.  1  2  a  i  . 

A  Hoc  manerium  tenuit  Edricus  de  Sbern  Biga,  et  modb  tenet  Radulphus. 
(i.  e.  de  Curva  fpina.)    Domef.  12  a  i. 

*  Godfrid  Dapifer,  4-b  i,  etNigellus  medicus  tenuit  in  prebenda,  i  b  2. 

1  BRIGE  —  Borne,  9  a  2—  Hardes,  9  a  2—  Steljinges,  9  a  2—  Burnes,  9  a  I— 
Borne,  12  a  i.  Domef. 

P  2  proprietor 
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CHAP.  i.  proprietor  of  the  others,  was  a  bifhop  in  Normandy,  we  muft 
1065 —  ever  confider  him  as  an  earl  in  Kent.  Its  value  was  incon- 
fiderable,  its  6  mills  ill  conftru&ed,  or  with  fmall  power  of 
flream,  or  fall  of  water.  A  fecond  Bourne  was  farmed  from 
the  uterine  brother  of  the  Conqueror,  by  Richard  h  Fitz- 
William.  This  manour  was  more  productive,  but  there  is 
little  remarkable  which  cannot  be  collected  from  the  tables. 
One  circumftance  indeed  may  give  us  fome  idea  of  the  ftate 
of  fociety  and  agriculture  at  this  period,  that '  fix  acres  of 
pafture  could  be  converted  into  arable  land  by  ftrangers,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  men  could  plough  the  ground,  fow  the  feed, 
and  reap  an  harveft,  yet  continue  unknown  to  the  proprietor 
of  the  diftrict.  Of  the  other  three  manours  Odo  was  lord 
paramount,  but  k  Ralph  Crookthorn  was  his  fub-tenant,  though 
Hugh  Montfort  had  a  fmall  moiety  in  the  remaining  Bourne. 
As  half  a  fimery  is  here  firft  fpecified,  we  take  an  opportunity 
of  obferving,  that  fifheries  confuted  of  dams  or  wears  ere6led 
on  a  ftream,  where,  when  two  *  wheels  were  fixed  in  the  water- 
courfe,  the  lords  of  the-  adjoining  bank  had  each  their  own. 
Mills  were  divided  on  a  fimilar  principle,  each  proprietor  pof- 
feffing  one  courfe  of  water,  or  occafionally,  one  pair  of  mill- 
ftones.  In  this  hundred  were  four  churches,  but  their  number 
can  always  be  fo  eafily  afcertained  from  one  table,  and  their 
fituation  from  the  other,  that  we  mail  defift  from  noticing  them. 
'  Berham  hundred  was  under  the  fole  dominion  of  Stigand, 
under  the  Saxon  government.  In  the  Norman  monarchy  it 

*  Value  gs  6d.     12  a  i. 

"  Willielmus  Tahun.     8  b  i. 

*  Paftura  unde  araverunt  extranet  homines  fex  acras  terrae.     931. 

k  Haec  tria  maneria  epifcopi  Baiocenfis  tenet  Rannulfus  ad  firmam.     Quod 
Hugo  de  Montfort  tenet  valet  55.     9  a  i. 

*  An  inftrument  of  wicker-work,  placed  in  the  water-courfe,  at  floods,  for 
eels  and  other  fifh. 

1  BERHAM,  9  b  2— Huham,  9  b  2— Burnes,  3  b  2. 

was 
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was  divided.  Odo  became  the  proprietor  of  m  Berham,  for  the  CHAP.  r. 
archbifliop  poflelTed  it  not,  as  a  portion  of  his  ecclefiaftical I0  5~ 
domain,  but  as  a  baronial  fief,  but  Bourne  continued  in  thev 
hands  of  the  primate.  In  Berham  manour  an  unequivocal 
proof  of  flavery,  or  the  French  n  corve,  is  tranfmitted.  If 
the  yeomen  or  villains  were  not  called  upon  to  erecl:  °  buildings 
for  their  lord,  to  grant  him  the  ufe  of  their  ploughs,  to  place 
fhingles  round  his  court,  or  perform  fuch  fervices  to  which 
their  tenure  (ubjecled  them,  fuch  immunity  was  purchafed  at 
the  high  fum  of  fixty  (hillings,  in  this  diftricl:.  Of  this  p  manour 
Herbert  Fitz-ivo  poflefled  Huham,  and  Ofbern,  the  verdurer, 
another  hamlet,  by  the  donation  of  Odo,  earl  of  Kent,  and 
jufticiary  of  England,  with  the  accuftomed  fuit  of  dependants. 
Lanfranc  regularly  fucceeded  to  Bourne,  the  poffeffion  of  his 
predeceflbr,  a  populous  manour,  well  cultivated,  and  productive 
to  its  proprietor. 

Thanet  hundred,  or  ifle,  appertained  to  the  abbey  of  St. 
Auftin's,  and  archbifhop  of  Canterbury.  This  diftricl:  was 
eftimated  at  fixty-fix  fbwlings,  which,  according  to  our  q  pre- 

*  Hoc  manerium  tenuit  Stigandus  archiepifcopus,  fed  non  erat  de  archiepif- 
copatu,  fed  fuit  de  dominica  firma  regis  Edvardi.  9  b  2. 

11  De  avera  id  eft  fervitium  60  s.     9  a  2. 

0  Faciebant  domos  regis  ficut  villani.  Thanes  of  Lancafter.  Hence  the 
gable  end  of  buildings,  in  lieu  of  rent  gablum. 

t  De  ifto  manerio  dedit  epifcopus  unam  Bcrewicham  Herberto  filio  juonis, 
qua:  vocatur  Huham.  De  eodem  quoque  manerio  dedit  epifcopus  Ofberno 
Pais-forere  unum  folinum.  9  b  2. 

«  48  fowlings  belonging  to  the  abbey,  of  160  computed,  or  Chefhire,  acres 
each,  equal  to  331  ftatute  acres,  give  15,888  acres,  equal  to  24!  miles;  and 
this  part  of  the  ifle  approximates  as  nearly  as  poflible  to  this  admeafurement  ;  if 
to  this  we  add  the  18  fowlings  of  the  archbifhop,  adjoining  to  Monks-Town, 
equal  to  5,958  acres,  or  <)\  miles,  we  have  good  reafon  to  prefume  that  little 
alteration  has  taken  place  in  its  boundaries  to  the  prefent  day.  See  Diflertation 
on  Weights  and  Meafures,  and  Map  of  Kent. 

fumed 


38  THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN. 

CHAP.  r.  fumed  proportion,  correfponds  with  its  prefent  extent.     r  St. 

1065—  jViildred's  was  the  diftingudflaing  title  of  the  abbey's  manour, 
Here  one  hundred  and  fifty  *  yeomen  and  fifty  .ruftics  refided, 
though  the  former  muft  have  been  daily  labourers,  flnce  two 
hundred  cultivated  the  ground  with  '  fixty-five  ploughs,  and 
fuperintended  {alt-works,  fisheries,  and  a  mill.  In  the  days 
of  William,  three  knights  had  fucceeded  to-  a  considerable 
portion  of  land,  formerly  poffeffed  by  the  fub-tenants,  which 
was  of  nine  pounds  value,  when  their  ifle  was  not  u  harrafled 
by  invaders,  or  plunderers. — In  x  Monks-Town  no  particular 
circumftances  are  recorded  deferving  our  attention,  that  cannot 
eafily  be  known  from  the  tables.  A  new  y  fifhery  indeed  had 
been  eftablifhed,  and  the  manour  much  increafed  in  value, 
fince  the  days  of  the  Confeflbur. 

At  the  conclufion  of  our  review  of  each  lath,  it  is  intended 
to  publifh  a  fummary  Table,  fimilar  to  the  annexed  ;  and,  be- 
fore we  conclude  this  portion  of  the  Hiftory,  we  fhall  give  a 
general  Table  of  the  Laths,  Cities,  and  Boroughs,  and  thereby 
form  an  accurate  eftimate  of  the  population  of  the  county,  the 
proportion  of  different  clafles  of  the  community,  and  general 
ilate  of  fociety  and  agriculture,  in  the  reigns  of  the  Saxon  and 
Norman  princes,  Edward,  and  William,  in  the  years  1064, 
and  1086. 

r  Sandla  Mildreda.     12  a  I. 

*  We  (hall  generally  render  villanos  yeomen,    and    bordarios  nifties  j    the 
former  certainly,  according  to  its  modern  acceptation,  is  too  honourable  a  title, 
but  originally  fignifying  jemen,  common, 

1  See  Diflertation  on  Agriculture,  &c. 

"  Qyandb  pax  erat  in  terra.     Domefday,  12  a  2. 

*  Monocftune.     4  b  2. 

*  Nova  pifcariat    4  b  2t 
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Eaftrye-lath  confifted  of  fix  hundreds ;  Prefton,  Wingham, 
Sandwich,  Eaftrye,  Corniloe,  and  Beflborough.  We  (hall  con- 
tinue our  route,  in  the  fame  direction  we  purfued,  when  writing 
the  hiftory  of  the  Borough  Lath. 

So  long  as  we  continue  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canterbury, 
•ecclefiaftics  will  be  found  to  poflefs  the  major  part  of  all  pro- 
perty. Prefton  hundred  appertained  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Auftin's, 
and  included  the  manour  fo  called  and  the  modern  hamlet  of 
Elinton  ".  In  each  diftricl  was  a  fub-tenant  in  the  days  of  the 
Conquerour,  aitd  a  female,  by  name  b  Godefla,  held  by  all 
odial  tenure,  which  is  here  reprefented  as  fimilar  to  frank- 
almoigne,  and  paid  to  St.  Auftin's  a  fmall  annual  rent, 

Wingeham  confifted  only  of  one  manour,  but  had  a  hamlet 
dependant  upon  it  of  the  name  of  Fleet.  This  diftricl  had 
been  eftimated  at  forty  c  fowlings,  under  the  Confeflbur,  but 
having  been  over-rated,  in  .the  days  of  William  it  only  paid 
for  thirty-five,  including  the  pofferfions  of  d  William  D'arcey, 
who  had  a  fubordinate  military  tenant,  and  five  knights  of  the 
archbifhop,  with  the  accuftomed  train  of  numerous  yeomen, 
ruftics,  and  attendants  ;  the  neceflary  and  general  appendages 
of  mills,  fifhery,  and  falt-work ;  and  two  e  woods,  for  forming 
the  wattled  courts  of  the  lord,  or  fupplying  fhingles  for  his 
palaces  or  edifices. 

a  .flilveton,  Alwis  Town.     12  b  2. 

k  Godefla  tenuit  in  alodium  &  dedit  inde  San£lo  Auguftino  25d.  in  elemofina 
unoquoque  anno.  Domefday,  1 2  b  2. 

Godefla  held  Bedefham,  in  Eaftrye  lath,  from  Edward  the  Confeflbur.  We 
belreve  this  lady  to  have  been  Godiva  Comitifla,  by  corrupt  abbreviation  Godefla. 
Godiva  Countefs  widow  of  Godwin. 

*  Pro  40  folinis  fe  defendebat  tempore  regis  Edvardi,  modb  pro  35.     3  b  2. 

*  De  hoc  manerio  tenet  Willielmus  de  Arcis  unum  folinum  in  Fletes  et  habet 
in  dominio  unam  carucam,  4  villanos,  et  unum  militem.     3  b  2. 

*  Dux  filvuls  ad  claufuram.     Ibid. 

Sandwich 

1  ' '          '     I 
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f  Sandwich  hundred  cannot  with  propriety  be  omitted  in  our  CHA^.  i» 
perambulatory  defcription,  though  we  have  already  defcribed  Io6S~ 
it,  when  we  reviewed  the  boroughs  of  Eafl  Kent.  v. 

The  hundred  of  Eaft-rye  is  fo  peculiarly  connecled  with 
thofe  of  BeSbrough  and  Corniloe,  is  fo  irregular  iu  its  form, 
and  comprehends  Such  a  variety  of  places  within  its  diftri6l» 
that  it  is  particularly  difficult  to  infert  them  with  precision,  'in 
a  map  of  fuch  fmall  dimensions,  or  accurately  afcertain  the 
number  of  manours  or  hamlets  contained  in  it,  with  its  various 
proprietors,  in  three  lines  of  a  table.  This  hundred  certainly 
comprized  at  leaft  twenty-four  s  places,  with  diftinct  names, 
or  different  occupiers.  As  the  tables  cannot  poSfibly  convey 
fome  interefting  intelligence,  we  muft  occasionally  enter  into 
detail. 

This  district  was  occupied  by  numerous  tenants  and  fub- 
tenants,  equally,  under  the  h  Saxon  and  '  Norman  monarchy. 
The  communication  betwixt  England  and  the  Continent  was 
considerable  under  Edward  ;  and  the  Situation  was  peculiarly  de- 
Sireable  to  pofleSTors  of  property  in  Normandy,  that  occasionally 

f  Sandwice  jacet  in  fuo  propxio  hundredo.     3  a  i.     See  page  22. 

*  Hama,    lib   i — Hertange,    n  a  2 — Hamolde,    ir  a  I — Ece,    II  b  I — 
Eftenberge,  4  b  2 — Flengueflam,  4b  2 — Eftrei,  5  a  2 — Geting,  5  a  2 — Cille- 
dene,    n  b  i — Gollefterge,    11  a  2 — Chenoltone,  11  a  2 — Edefham,  5  a  2— 
Ringeton,  n  a  i — Berfreftone,  9  b  2— Efwalt,  gbz — Walwalefere,  lib  I— 
Danetone,  lib  2— Brocheftelle,  lib  2 — EfTewelle,  11  b  2 — Selinges,    n  b  2 
— Selinge,  9  b  2 — Popefelle,  9  b  2— '•Soles,  u  a  2— Bedefiiam,  ii  a  2. 

h  Queen  Eddiva,  Earl  Godwin,  Sbern,  Alnod,  Edward,    Wluard  or  UIwi, 
Alwin  *  or  Lewin,  Elmer,  Molleve>  and  GodelTa. 

1  Sub-tenants.     Ansfrid,  Adam  Fitz-herbert,  Athelwold,  Crookthorn,  Col- 
yille,  Ernold,  Folet,  Fitz-letard,  Fitz-robert,  Turftin,  and  various  knights. 

*  In  ascertaining  fynonimous  terms,  indicative  of  the  fame  perfon,  confonants  muft 
principally  affift  our  judgment;  this  idea  is  ftrongly  corroborated  by  the  Hebrew 
language,  and  the  various  vocabularies  of  South-fea  voyagers. 

VOL.  i.  G  viSited 
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CHAP.  i.  vifited  both  countries.  Hence  the  politic  Odo  obliged  his  mi- 
1065  litary  retainers  with  fmall  portions  of  land,  for  their  particular 
/  accommodation  in  this  neighbourhood ;  for  this  wife  and 
powerful  Earl  Bifhop,  and  the  metropolitan,  were  alone  tenants 
in  chief  of  this  hundred.  Some  feudal  k  knights  pofleffed  only 
fufficient  ground  to  maintain  themfelves  and  followers,  though 
Colville,  Crookthorn,  and  Fitz-letard  poffefled  extenfive  tracts 
in  various  parts.  The  l  names  of  the  fame  place  were  varied 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  eafily  to  diftinguifh  their  limits  and  fcite, 
their  peculiar  fituation,  and  quality.  Even  the  fubordinate 
tenants  appear  to  have  poflefled,  at  this  period,  a  fpecies  of 
legiflative  power,  for  m  Ofbern  Fitz-letard,  who  was  inverted 
with  Hame  and  Chillenden,  by  the  earl  of  Kent,  under  feperate 
jurifdiclion  in  the  reign  of  the  Confeflbur,  formed  them  into 
one  manour,  under  the  immediate  controul  of  his  own  hall, 
or  court. — The  two  manours,  of  Adefham  and  Eaftrye,  that 
nearly  equalled  in  "  value  the  other  twenty-two  portions,  were 
occupied  by  the  archbifhop.  Thefe,  and  other  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  will  eafily  be  obferved  and  diftinguifhed  by  an  in- 
telligent examiner  of  the  tables.  Indeed  if  we  include  the 
fine  °  for  favour  and  protection  paid  to  the  primate,  thefe  ma- 
nours were  more  productive  than  the  whole  hundred. 

P  Befbrough  hundred  comprized  the  manours  of  Norbourne, 
Mundingeham,  and  Deal,  with  a  fmall  portion  of  St.  Mar- 

k  Adam,  Herbert,  i  jugutn,  equal  to  20  Chefhire  acres. 

1  Hama,  Hamold— Ece,  EiflTe,  Eftenberge— Efwalt,  Walwalefere. 

•  Ofbernus  mifit  terras  eorum  (HamaetCilledene)  inunum  manerium.  lib  i. 
"  Eftrie,  36!.  los.  4^d. — Edefham,  59!.  l6s.  4d.     Equal  1096!.  6s.  8£d. 

Total  of  the  Hundred,   192!.  145.  4^d. 

•  De  Gerfumne,  loos. 

t  BEUSBERG,  Dela,  i  b  2 — Norborne,  12  b  i— Mundingeham,   12  b  i— * 
Sanda  Margaritta,  I  Jl  2 — Ripa,  2  a  a— Bevesfel,  I2ai.     Domefday.       ^^i 

garet's, 
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garet's,  and  the  hamlets  of  Ripple  and  Beawfield. — Norbourne  CHAP.  i. 
was  a  manour  of  great  extent,  value,  and  population.  It  was  T  ^~ 
under  the  immediate  jurifdiclion  of  the  abbot  of  St.  Auflin's, ' 
but  eight  Norman  knights  poffefled  extenfive  diftricls  there, 
fome  of  whom  held  of  him  by  q  gavel-kind  tenure,  and  were 
exonerated  from  thofe  flaviih  fervices,  which  the  r  villains  that 
formerly  refided  there,  were  accuftomed  to  perform  under  the 
Saxon  government.  Some  of  thefe  military  s  vaflals  pofTefied 
dittricls  of  from  five  hundred  to  a  thoufand  acres  in  extent ; 
and  could  we  by  any  means  find  a  correfpondence  in  their 
titles,  we  might  have  prefumed  that  they  were  the  eight  feudal 
chieftains,  that  Lambarde  l  reports  to  have  been  appointed  by 
William,  for  the  cuftody  of  Dover  caftle. — u  Mongeham  was 
occupied  by  the  monks  of  St.  Auflin's,  and  Wadard,  a  mili- 
tary retainer.  The  portion  of  the  ecclefiaftics  had  been  ex- 
empted, from  time  immemorial,  from  every  national  contri- 
bution ;  but  the  laical  poflefTors  paid  to  the  land-tax,  equally 
under  the  Saxon  and  Norman  monarchs,  though  the  two  di- 
vifions  conflituted  one  manour.  This  x  knight  held  by  gavel- 
kind  tenure  of  the  abbey,  at  a  rent  of  thirty  fhillings  per 

*  Ipfe  vero  nullum  fervitium  reddit  abbati  nifi  305.  quos  perfolvit  in  anno. 

Domef    12  b  i. 

r  De  terra  villanorum  tenent,  12  b  i. 

1  Wadard  tenet  3  folins— Oidelard  tenet  de  terra  villanorum  i  folin,  et  de 
hoc  manerio  unum  folinum  &  vocatur  Bevesfel.  Domefday,  12  a  i. 

«  William  of  Albrance,  Fulbert  of  Dover,  William  Arficke,  Galfride  Pe- 
verell,  William  Maynemouth,  Robert  Porthe,  Hugh  Crevequer,  and  Adam 
Fitz-williams.  Lambardes  Perambulation,  410.  1596.  p.  153. 

Oidelard,  Gilbertus,  Wadard,  Odelin,  Marcherius,  Ofbern  Fitz-letard,  Ra- 
nulfus  de  Columbellis,  Ranulfusde  Valbadon.  Domef.  12  b  i. 

*  In  hoc  manerio,  terra,  quam  tenent  monachi,  nunquam  geldavit,  et  Wadard 
tenet  ibi  terram,  quae  tempore  regis  Edvardi  Temper  geldavit,  &  illo  tempore 
erat  manerium  infimul.     Domef.  12  b  I. 

*  Nullum  fervitium  inde  reddit  nifi  305.  per  annum  abbati.     12  b  i. 

G  2  annum. 
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CHAP.  i.  annum. — Deal,  and  a  portion  of  St.  Margaret's,  were  folely. 
1065 — occupied  by  clerical  pofleflbrs.  The  abbot  of  y  St.  Auftin's 
\^~Y~^U  ^e^  one  m°iety>  as  prebendary  of  St.  Martin's,  Dover  > 
Anfchil  %  arch-deacon,  held  one  portion  of  Stigand's  and 
others,  as  prebendary  ;  *  Edwin,  and  b  Athelwold  induced 
under  the  Saxon  government,  continued  to  hold  their  prebends ; 
though  the  bifhop  of  Baieux,  when  dividing  them,  appropri- 
ated a  mare  of  Edwin's  to  Alan,  his  fecretary,  to  which  Ulric 
of  Oxford  fucceeded ;  and  Robert  Black  and  Fitz-tydald  oc- 
cupied other  diftricls,  which  Goldftan  and  Derinc  had  enjoyed, 
as  prebendaries,  under  the  Confeffour. 

Befbrough  hundred  comprehended  at  leaft  twenty-four  dif- 
tindt  c  hamlets,  or  parts  of  manours,  for  we  cannot  prefume 
that  there  were  fo  many  diftincl:  jurifdiftions  in  fo  fmall  a  dif- 
trid.  Indeed  it  appears  highly  probable  that  the  whole  hun- 
dred, independant  of  the  pofleffions  of  St.  Martin's,  and  the 
borough  of  Dover,  was  under  the  baronial  government  of 
Hugh  Montfort.  He  poffefled  fixteen  mills,  diftinguifhing 

'  In  Addelam  tenet  abbas  Sti.  Augufttni,  &c.  Anteceflbr  ejus  tenuit  in  pra> 
benda  fimilitcr.  Domef.  I  b  2. 

z  Anfchil,  archdiaconus  tenet,  &c.  hanc  terram  tenuit  Stigand  archiepifcopus. 
Ha2  100  acras  erant  de  prabendis.  I  b  2. 

a  Edwin  tenet,  &c.  ipfemet  tenuit  tempore  regis  Edvardi  de  hac  pra;benda 
fumpfit  epifcopus  baiocenfis  8  acras,  et  dedit  Alan  Clerico  fuo,  modb  habet  Ulric 
de  Oxeneford.  I  b  2. 

b  In  Addelam  tenet  Adelold,  &c.     Iftemet  tenuit  tempore  regis  Edvardi. 

Domef.  i  b  2. 

e  BEUSBERGE — Apletone,  na2. — Bocheland,  i  b  2. — Cerlentone,  i  b  i— 
Brocheftelle,  n  a  2. — Leuiberge,  n  a  i.&  u  a  2. — Ewelle,  n  a  i — Etwelle, 
13  b  i. — Colret,  u  a  i. — Hameftede,  lib  2. — Hicham,  i  b  2. — Havocheften, 
2  b  2. — Medredive,  2  a  2. — Neventone,  13  b  i.  &  II  b  I. — Oxenai,  10  b  2.— 
Poltone,  13 b  2. — Ferlingelai,  i  b  2. — Pefinges — et  Pihatn,  lob  2. — Gociftone, 
i  b  i.— Pars  Six.  Margaretts,  i  b  i. — Sibertefwalt,  I  b  2.— Soltones,  u  a  i. 
! — Wefclive,  u  a  I.— Suanetone,  u  a  2. 

appendages 
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appendages  of  manorial  right,  at  this  sera  ;  of  the  two  others  CHAP.  i. 
fituated  in  this  divifion,  one  in  Dover,  occupied  by  Hugh  Port,  r 
is  particularly  fpecified  not  to  be  annexed  to  any  manour ;  the  < 
other  at  d  Charlton,  was  attached  to  a  monaftery  in  Dover, 
and  its  prior  Fitz-oger  ;•  of  which  St.  Martin's  canons  had  been 
unjuflly  deprived  by  Odo  ; 'but-'the  diftantly-fituated  mills  of 
Ewell,  Eaftwell,  Weftcliff,  and  Newingt'o'n,  were  all  folely 
occupied  by  the  lord  paramount  of  the  diftricl,  who  held  from 
the  fovereign  by  c  Saxon  peerage,  and  governed  the  diftricl 
as  f  baron  of  the  realm.  The  villages  of  Sibertfwold,  Gurion, 
Charlton,  Buckland,  and  Farthingloe,  were  the  property  of 
the  canons  of  St.  Martin's,  as  a  corporate  {aciety,  in  the 
reign  of  the  Confefiour,  and  principally  occupied  by  their  g  pre- 
bendaries ;  the  bifhop  of  Baieux  divided  their  h  feven  thoufand 
acres  in  Corniloe  and  Beflbrough,  and  appropriated  particular 
portions  to  each  canon  and  prebendary,  and  thereby  had  a 
convenient  opportunity  of  providing  for  fome  of  his  ecclefi- 
aftical  dependants.  In  general  the  fons  of  the  prior  polTefTors 

*  In  Dovere  unurn  Molendinum  de  48  ferlingis  frumenti  non  pertinens  ulli 
rnaperio.     n  a  i. 

in  eadem  villa  ^Cerlentone)  Willieltnus  nlius  Ogeri  tenet  unum  Molendinum 
&  unum  Monafterium  in  Dovere  deepifcopo.     Canonici  calumniantur.     i  b  i. 

*  Tenuerunt  in  paragio.     Domefday  paflim. 

f  Hugo  de  Montfort  habet  caput  manerii  (*  E\vel!ej   et  ibi  5!  Molini  ds  61. 

Domef.  1 1  a  2. 

*  Baldwin,  Alwi,  Alric,  Aired,  Efmelt,  (chaplain  of  the  Confeflbur)  Lewin, 
Edwin,  Spirites,  and  Ulric. 

•'  *  21  Solin.  in  hundred  de  Comely  &  Beufberge.     i  b  I. 

*  Ewell  and  Weftcliffe  were  eftimated  at  2600  acres,  were  occupied  by  Crook- 
thorn  and  Hugh.  Port,  powerful  and  opulent  knights,  as  fub-tenants  of  Odo,  yet  the 
mills  were  transferred  to  Montfort,  tenant  in  chief  of  the  crown,  and  conttouling 
lord  of  thefe  raanours  of  the  Earl  Biftiop,  with  baronial  jurifdiftjon. 

'/ucc.eeded 
YSAMMU8  A 
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CHAP.  i.  Succeeded  to  the  inheritance  of  their  '  fathers,  though  the  abbey 
1065 —  was  defpoiled  of  numerous  k  mills,  manours,  fimeries,  and  fait- 

*  * 

works,  to  accommodate  the  Norman  dependants  of  the  Earl,  with 
a  convenient  and  well-fupplied  manfion,  in  their  general  inter- 
courfe  with  their  continental  poffeffions.  The  laical  proprietors 
of  Pincham,  and  other  diftriclis  in  this  neighbourhood,  pof- 
felfed  uncommon  privileges  under  the  Saxon  monarchy.  Six 
Thanes  had  a  l  right  of  choofing  their  patron  under  Edward, 
and  in  the  days  of  William,  a  m  freeholder  continued  to  retain 
his  poflefTions  in  Newington,  but  the  n  chartered  land  which 
two  Thanes  pofTefled  in  °  Hamftead,  under  the  Confeffour, 
were  feized  by  Odo,  and  transferred  to  a  p  Norman  knight. 

For  farther  particular  information,  relative  to  this  lath,  we 
refer  the  reader  to  our  general  Tables  of  Places  and  Hundreds, 
but  as  we  find  it  poflible  to  render  this  table  of  Eaftrye-lath, 
more  complete  than  the  edited  Borough-lath,  we  take  an  op- 
portunity of  ftating,  that  Bolton,  or  Boughton  hundred  was 
eftimated  at  15^  fowlings,  and  contained  i  mill;  Whitftable, 
at  2i  ;  Canterbury,  at  2,  with  8  mills;  Sturry,  at  14,  with 
27  mills  ;  Chiflet,  at  12  ;  Downhamford,  at  16,  with  5  mills  ; 
Piteham,  at  7;  Bridge,  at  n,  with  4  mills;  Berham,  at  i?, 
with  5  mills ;  and  Thanet  at  48,  with  3  mills  ;  and  that  the 
whole  Lath  of  the  Borough  was  eftimated  at  161  fowling?, 
and  contained  23  mills. 

1  Ulftan,  to  his  father  Ulvvin  ;  Sired,  to  his  father's  prebend  ;  Aired,  to  his 
father's,  &c.     Domef.  i  b  2. 

k  Vide  Domefday,  2  a  a. 

1  Poterant  ire  quolibet  cum  terris  fuis  Lefftan,  et  Lewin,  et  Eluret,  et  Sired, 
et  duo  alii,  tempore  regis  Edvardi.     10  b  2. 

"  Sochemarinus  tenens  16  acras  terrae,  et  ipfe  idem  tenuitderege  Edvardo. 

Domef.  13  b  2. 

*  Quod  tenuerunt  duo  liberi  homines  de  regc  Edvardo  in  Bachelatu/e.     1 1  b  2. 

*  Hougham  court. 

*  Rannlfos  de  Valbadon. 

A  SUMMARY 
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Knights,  or  Military  Tenants, 
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CHAP.  i.  The  lath  of  Wye  comprehended  the  hundreds  of  Feverfham  *, 
1272"*"  Felbprough,  Calehill,  Chart,  Wye,  and  Longbridge,  and  pro- 
bably  a  fmall  portion  of  Bolton  and  Blackburn.  We  mall 
travel  through  rth  is  diftricl,  from  its  not  them  fide,  Feverfliam, 
to  its  Ibuthern  boundary  by  Liming-lath  in  a  regular  courfe. 

The  hundred  of  *  Feverfham  contained  twenty  manours  or 
hamlets,  exactly  the  fajne  number  afcribed  by  b  Lambarde,  in 
the  reisrn  of  Elizabeth,  though  there  is  a  trifling  variation  in 

O  O  O 

their  names.  The  town  of  Feverfham  was  one  of  the  c  four 
places  in  Kent,  independant  of  cities  and  boroughs,  that  Wil- 
liam retained  in  his  own  pofTeffion.  A  d  market  was  eftablifhed 
here  at  this  early  period,  and  the  tolls  produced  four  pounds 
to  the  deputy  of  the  monarch.  Odo  was  the  only  lay  pro- 
prietor, in  this  diftricl,  holding  in  chief  of  the  crown.  The 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury  poflefled  Preflon  and  Leveland*  the 
abbot  of  St.  Auft  in's  a  village,  by  prefumption  the  modern 
Warden,  in  the  Ifle  of  Sheppey,  which  coftftituted  a  part  of 
this  hundred.  But  though  the  lands  of  Edward  and  Codwin, 
with  their  tenants,  were  transferred  to  the  bifhop  of  Baieux, 
yet  in  the  e  report  of  the  aflembled  teftimony  of  the  four  laths 

.   .!  tt 

*  Favrefhant,  Feliberg,  Calehille,  Cert,  Wi,  et  Langabrige. 

•  FAVRESHA^T.  —  Favrefhant,  2a2  —  Dddeham,  lob  2  —  Wirentohe,  iaa2 
—  Herfle,  10  a  2  —  Ore,  loa  let  loa  a  —  Ernoltunt,  10  a  2  —  Bocheland  lob  I 
et  10  a  2  —  Nortone,    10  a  I  —  Ofpringes,  10  a  i  —  Preftetone,  fa  I  —  Perie» 
10  a  2  —  Cildrefham,   10  a  i—  Machehevet,   10  a  2  —  Nordefling,   10  a  2—  Tre- 
velai,    10  a  2  —  Eflinges,   10  b  2  —  Levelant,  4  a  2—  Badelefmere,    10  a  "2— 
Stanefelle,  10  a  I.—  Rongoftone,  iobl. 

fc  See  Lambaxdes  Perambulation,  and  the  tenth  and  fifteenth  of  Kent,  p.  45, 
410.  1596* 

1  Tarentefort  —  Elesford—  Middletune—  et  Favrefliant.     Domef.  2  b  2* 

*  Mereatum  de  4  libris.     2  b  2. 

•  Has  infra-fcriptas  leges  reges  concordant  homines  de  quatuor  leftisj  etc.    De 
his  terris  fcilicet  Bocheland  et  alium  Bocheland,  Ernulfitone,  Schildricheham, 
Piria,  et  alia  Piria,  ef  Ofpringes  habet  rex;  has  foris-faduras  Handfocam,  Gribrige, 


Foriftel.     Domef.   I  b  i.     See  future  general  recapitulation  of  Eaft-Kenh 


Of 
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of  Eaft-Kent,  feveral  hamlets  in  this  quarter  continued  to  pay  CHAP.  i. 
their  ordinary  fines  to  the  monarch,  according  to  ancient  Io65— 
cuftom.  Thefe  lands  had  been  held  by  Seward,  the  Iheriff  of  ^^~v\^ 
the  county,  and  were  fituated  in  the  Ifle  of  Hearty,  Ore, 
Hurft,  the  two  Bucklands,  Hearne,  Sheldwich,  the  two  Peries, 
and  Oipring.  Bafmere  was  occupied  by  Ansfrid,  a  knightly 
dependant  of  the  earl,  when  the  commiffioners,  attended  by 
juries  of  hundreds,  entered  their  circuitous  report.  At  this 
period  the  abbey  of  St.  Austin's  entered  their  claim  as  the  true 
proprietors,  and  fupported  their  pretenfions  by  the  concurring 
testimony  of  the  hundreds  in  their  favour.  But  the  !  fon  of 
its  late  tenant,  confcious  that  his  own  freedom  and  indepen- 
dance  were  ftrongly  affected  by  the  rank  of  his  father,  fup- 
ported the  right  of  Odo,  as  Earl,  or  Prince  of  Kent,  and 
affirmed  that  his  father  was  of  liberal  defcent,  could  dif- 
pofe-  of  his  property  without  the  concurrence  of  this  religious 
foundation,  and  owed  it  neither  fuit  or  fervice.  This  ftate- 
ment  was  controverted  by  the  abbot  and  monks,  and  they  ap- 
pealed to  a  county  court.  In  confequence,  at  the  conclufion 
of  the  entries  of  their  pofleflions  in  Domefday,  it  is  particularly 
ipecified,  that  fi  Bafmere  appertained  to  the  abbey  by  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  Shire,  and  that  the  occupier  in  the  days  of  the 
Confeffour  was  their  vaflal.  By  fuch  verdicT:,  repofleffion  was 
-obtained,  the  ratification  of  the  Saxon-laws  by  William  proved 
-beyond  controverfy,  and  the  flavery  of  our  Saxon  anceftors 
fully  eftabliJfhed. 

f  Hoc  manerium  reclam'at  abbas  Sti.  Auguftini,  quia  habuit  tempore  regis 
Edvardi,  et' hundred!  atteftantur  ei  ;  fed  filius  hominis  dicit  patrem  fuum  ie 
pofle  vertere  ubi  voluerit,  et  hoc  non  annuuht  monachi.  Domef.  10  a  2. 

•f  Scyra  teftificatur,  quod  Bedenefmere  fuit  Sti.  Auguftrni  tempore  regis  Ed- 
vardi, et  de  illo,  qui  earn  tencbat,  habebat  abbas  iacam  et  focam. 

Domef.  12  b  2. 

V»OL.  i.  H  Felbrough 
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CHAP.  i.      Felbfough  h  hundred  confuted  of  nine  manours  or  hamlets. 

1065  Chartham  and  Godmerfham  appertained  to  the  archbifhop, 
and,  like  other  ecclefiaftical  poffeffions,  were  better  cultivated 
than  the  adjoining  diftrid.  Their  improvement  had  been  fo 
rapid,  that  their  rental  was  more  than  doubled,  in  the  fhort 
fpace  of  twenty  years,  for  '  all  lands  were  frequently  valued 
at  this  period,  and  let  at  rack  rent.  Each  of  thefe  villages 
had  a  k  church,  but  at  Godmerfham  two  minifters  refided,  at 
Chartham  only  one.  The  remainder  of  the  hundred  was 
almoft  folely  poiTefled  by  Odo,  who  parcelled  it  to  his  military 
retainers.  Of  thefe  Fulbert  of  Dover  occupied  the  opulent 
manour  of  Chilham,  which  was  well  fupplied  with  valuable 
mills,  bacons,  and  fimeries,  and  to  which  thirteen  houfes  it* 
the  city  of  Canterbury  were  annexed.  We  may  form  an 
eftimate  of  the  comparative  infignificance  of  the  other  hamlets, 
when  their  mills  were  rated  at  half  a  mark,  and  the  total  of 
their  value  at  twenty-two  pounds.  Of  thefe,  Deane,  or  Shot- 
tenden,  occupied  under  the  Confeflbur  by  four  thanes,  was 
feized  by  the  fheriff  of  William,  for  defecl:  of  payment,  pro- 
bably, to  the  national  land-tax  ;  and  Cumbe,  or  Winchcomb, 
furnifhed  one  military  retainer  to  Odo,  in  addition  to  its  aflef- 
fed  payments.  There  was  a  Grange,  or  manfion,  to  accom- 
modate the  abbot  of  St.  Auftin's  in  this  hundred,  denominated 
Charing-hall,  let  to  a  fub-tenant* 

*  FERLIBERG,  Eflamelesford,  10  a  2 — Certeham,  5  a  I — Gomerfham,  53  r 
— Hortone,  10  b  i — Cherinchellc,  12  b  i — Cilleham,  loa  i— Dene,  lob  2— 
Betmonteftune,  10  b  I — Cumbe,  lobi.  Domefday. 

1  Quandb  recepit,  valuit  ial.  modb  25!.  et  tamen  reddit  30!.  Cilleham  et 
Gomerfham  fimiliter.  Domef.  5  a  '• 

k  In  Gomerfham  zcclefia  et  2  fervi,  et  in  Certeham  secclefia  et  I  fervi. 
Domef.  531.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  fervi  immediately  following 
ecckfia  is  fynonimous  with  modern  miniflri. 

The 
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The  hundred  of  Calehill  comprehended  feven  l  villages,  or  CHAP.  i. 
hamlets.  Its  moft  valuable  diftricl;  was  occupied  by  the  arch- 
bifhops,  and  Lanfranc  retained  Charing,  Welles,  Pluckley,  v 
Little-Chart,  and  Eaft  Lenham,  under  his  immediate  jurif- 
diction.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  Regifter  of  Dome(3ay 
fhould  not  record  one  church  to  have  been  eftabli(hed  at  the 
productive  ra  manours,  either  of  Charing,  or  Welles,  the  occa- 
fional  rciidence  of  the  primate,  and  where  numerous  n  eccle- 
fiaftics  mofl  probably  attended  him.  Whilft  at  Pevington, 
a  °  feudal  tenure,  a  p  church  with  nine  attendants  is  reported 
to  have  been  founded,  though  its  value  was  only  eftimated  at 
fix  pounds.  For  other  particulars,  the  tables  may  fatisfaclorily 
be  consulted. 

The  peculiar  hundred  of  Wye  comprehended  q  feven  diftincl  w/e. 
manours  or  places.     But  as  there  is  an  uncommon  entry  in 
Domefday,  relative  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  this  diftrict,  we  cannot 
with  propriety  omit  noticing  it,  though  not  certain  whether 
our  interpretation  will  be  admitted.     It  is  ftated,  that  "  of r  the 

1  CALEHELLE — Cheringes,  3  b  2 — Lerham,  4  b  i — Rotinges,  12  a  2 — 
Welle,  5*2 — Litelcert,  5  a  i— Pluchelei,  3  b  2 — Pevintone,  10  b  2.  Domef. 
To  thefe  may  be  added  a  portion  in  Piftinges,  held  by  Ralph  Crookthorn,  of 
which  the  particulars  are  not  recorded.  See  Domef.  10  b  2. 

n  Value  zool.  per  annum. 

•  19  fervi. 

•  De  feudo  epifcopi  baiocenfis.     10  b  2. 
'  ./Ecclefia  et  9  fervi.     Ibid. 

i  Wi — Wi,  nb  2— Boltune,  14  a  i — Darenden,  12  a  i — Efmerefel,  12  a  2 
— Eftwelle,  133  i— Manerium,  14  a  2— Manerium,  5  a  2. — Thefe  manours 
were  probably  Northburg  et  Gara,  for  Domefday,  i  a  2,  de  uno  Jugo  de  North- 
burg  i2d.  aut  unum  Ineward.  Et  de  Gara  unum  Ineward.  HJC  terrae  jacent 
inWi. 

•  De  22  hundredis  pertinentibus  ifti  manerio,  faca,  et  foca,  et  omnia  foris- 
fa&ura,  [*  quae]  jufte  pertinent  regi.  Domef.  n  b  2. 

*  Ignorance  of  the  fcribc. 

H  2  twenty- 
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CHAP.  i. "  twenty-two  hundreds  belonging  to  this  manour,  iac  and  foe, 
1065 —  it  an(j  au  £nes  juftly  appertain  to  the  monarch."     s  Lambarde 
reports,  in  his  Perambulation,  that  the  Chronicle  of  Battle- 
Abbey  contains  a  fimilar  Regifter.     He  endeavours  to  over- 
come the  difficulty  by  a  fuggeftion,,  that  the  lath  of  Sherwin- 
hope  contains  an  equal  number  of  hundreds,    and  therefore- 
Wye  muft  have  included  the  whole  of  that  divifion  of  Eaft 
Kent.     This  folution  cannot  be  admitted,  bccaufe  he  includes 
Boughton,  fituated  in  the  Borough-lath,  Blackburn,  Rovenden, 
and  Tenterden,  in  Liming-lath;  Mylton,  itfelf  a  lath  at  this- 
aera  ;  and  enumerates  Barkley,  Branfield,  and  Cranebrooke,  ia 
his  catalogue,  names  totally  unknown  at  that  period.     Yet^. 
with  fuch   inadmiflible   additions,    he  only   reckons  nineteen 
hundreds  in  this  lath,  which  by  fuch  well- authorized  deduc- 
tions are  reduced  to  eleven.     This  extenfion  alfo  would  totally 
deftroy  <  the  oval  form  of  Wye,  from  which  probably  it  ob- 
tained the  name.     With  fubmiflion  then'  we  fuggeft  the  fol- 
lowing illuftration.; 

u  Manour,  in  common  acceptation,  is  a  lefs  general  term 
than  hundred,  confequently  in  this  paflage  mufr.  be  ufed  in  an 
extraordinary  fenfe.  u  Manour,  in  its  original  fignification,. 
comprehended  the  refident  inhabitants  of  a  diftricl:,  fubjecled, 
to  the  controul  of  a  particular  court..  But  as  there  were 
courts  of  frank  pledge,  there  were  likewife  baronial  courts ;  as 
there  were  inferior  manours  of  a  knight,  there  were  fuperior 
manours  of  an  earl,,  vifcount,  or  baron,  that  controuled  the 
fubordinate.  From  fuch,  and  other  concurring  difficulties,  the 
ignorant  fcribes  of  Domefday  were  reduced  to  a  dilemma  j  for 


•  Page  284. 
1  Wi,  an  egg. 

u  From  maneo,  to  refide  upon. — Villani  were  fixtures  at  this  sera,  not  capable 
o£  changing  their  abode.     Domef.  paflim. 

if 
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if  they  had  ftated  that  in  the  lath  of  Wye  there  were  twenty-  CHAP.  ». 
two  hundreds,  the  record  would  have  been  incorreel,  and  ^ 
irrelevant,  fmce  fpeaking  of  a  jurifdiclion,  that  extended  not ' 
even  to  one-third  of  the  number.  If  they  had  ftated  that  one 
manour  contained  twenty-two  manours,  they  muft  have  ex- 
plained their  nature  and  difference.  To  avoid  this  difficulty, 
and  yet  render  themfelves  perfectly  intelligible  to  a  County  jury, 
they  report  that  the  baronial  manour  of  Wye,  which  the  king 
transferred  not  to  the  abbey  of  Battle,  but  retained  under  the 
government  of  his  vifcount,  comprehended  twenty-two  x  in- 
ferior jurifdiclions,  that  occafionally  appealed  to  its  court  on 
litigated  points,  and  that  the  fines  anting  from  fuch  contro- 
verfies,  yielded  a  revenue  of  twenty  pounds  to  the  proprietor. 
This  entry  was  intended  to  difcriminate  between  the  petty 
manours  that  owed  immediate  fuit  and  fervice  to  the  court  of 
Wye,  as  the  head  of  the  barony,  and  the  extentive  lordfhips, 
not  only  in  Wye-lath,  but  in  the  appropriate  hundred  of  Wye, 
occupied  by  peers  of  the  crown,  by  ?  Odo  and  2  Earl  Euftace, 
Hugh  a  Montfort,  and  b  Haimo  vifcount.  This  illuftration  is 
ftrongly  fupported  by  other  authorities,  by  proofs,  that  the 
feudal  retainer  c  Montfort  held  diftricls,  that  in  Edward's 
time,  fupplied  eels  to  the  court  of  the  lord.  But  as  we  are 
exceeding  our  prescribed  limits,  we  muft  refer  to  the  tables. 

*  Manour  and  hundred  fynonimous,  according  to  the  Compilers  of  Domefday. 
See  DiflTert.  on  Laws,  &c.  p.  23. 

i-  Montfort  tenet  unum.  j.ugum  in  Eflwelle  Aefecdo  epifcopi  baioeenfis. 

Domef.  133  i* 
1  Tenet  Boltune  (HI  capite)  pro  7  folinis.     14  a  r>. 

*  Tria  juga  funt  infra  divifionem  Hugonis  (in  capite)      133-1. 

*  Haimo  vicecomes  tenet  de  rtge  unum  manerium  in  Wit  hundred.     1432. 

'  De  tena  fochmannorum.  Hugo  de  Montfort  habet  duo  juga  reddentia  300 
anguillas  et  duos  folidos,  et  facam  et  focam,  in  T.  R.  E.  reddebant  (ipfe  et  Ra- 
dulfus  de  Curbefpina  et  Adelulfus.  Dome  I".  1 1  b  2. 

Lougbridge 
Y5iy.l/J/ Uc  jk 
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d  Longbridge  hundred  probably  contained  only  fix  hamlets, 
r  mauours,  yet,  as  three  of  them  were  occupied  by  different 
,  tenants,  are  twice  entered  in  Domefday,  and  defignated  by 
.varying  charters,  we  fhall  enumerate  the  nine  names  in  our 
notes,  and  map,  to  avoid  mifreprefentation.     Chenetone  muft 
be  the  Chelmington  of  c  Pack,  which  he  ftates  to  be  the  true 
weftern  philofophical  boundary  of  this  county,  and  which  this 
celebrated  Autograph  records  to   have  been  fituated  at  that 
period  in  f  Burmarm,  which  at  the  prefent  aera  is  denominated 
by  the  general  name  of  Rornney  Marftu     There  was  a  portion 
of  this  manour  exempt  from  land-tax,    and  villains,  confe- 
quently  yeomen,  or  farmers,  rented  fome  mare  under  the  Con- 
feflbur,   from   the   abbey  of   St.  Auftin's,    but   the  principal 
tenant's  name  is  illegible. — Mermam  was  annexed  to  the  arch- 
bifhopric.     Thefe  two  villages  were  eftimated  at  three  times 
the  value  of  the  whole  hundred,  paid  for  eleven  fowlings  out 
of  fourteen  and  a  half,  and  contained  feven-eights  of  the  yeo- 
men.    The  particulars  of  that  g  Mermam.  wrefted  from  St. 
Martin's,  Dover,  by  Alnod  Cilt h,  or  Prince,  and  afterwards 
occupied  by  Robert  Romney,  are  not  inferted  in  the  Rolls. 
chart.        '  Chart  hundred  was  of  fmall  extent,  and  folely  occupied 
by  ecclefiaftrcs.     It  contained  only  two  hamlets,  the  place  from 
whence  the  name  is  aflumed,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  Ripton. 
The  Tables  will  furnifh  fuch  information,  as  the  Autograph  of 
Domefday  contains. 

*  LANGABRIGE — Merelefham,  2  a  2,  vel  Merefliam,  3  b  2— Seivetone,  13  a  r, 
vel  Sueftone,    1431 — Eftefort,    1331,    vel  Efletesford,    1331 — Chenetone, 
12  b  2— Eflella,  133  i — Tevegate,  14  a  I. 

*  See  Pack's  Map  of  Kent. 

1  Chenetone,  in  Borchmers,  12  b  2— probably  therefore  another  Chenetone, 
Kennington  Common. 

f  -Unum  jugum  quietum  ab  omul  Scoto  regio,  12  b  2. 
x  See  Hiftory,  p.  18. 

*  CERTH— Certh,  5  a  i— Rapcntone,  12  a  2, 
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CHAP.  i.      The  lath  of  a  Liming  comprehending  fixteen  hundreds  arid 


Rom  ney-marm,  completes  the  extent  of  Eaft  Kent,  and  we 
t^Y-^,  entertain.  .little  "doubt  relative  to  the  accuracy  of  the  prefumed 


iming-kth  correfponding  firuation  of  .each  hundred  in  our  Map,  if  we 
•  -except  our  modern  Marden,  to  which  we  have  appropriated 
the  Domefday  SVMERDENE.  Indeed  we  have  ftrong  pre- 
f  umptive  evidence  to  fix  on  this  fcite,  fince  in  the  numerous 
catalogue  of  the  -poffeflions  of  Earl  Ode  in  this  Autograph, 
there  is  not  one  place  recorded  in  the  four  previous  folios,  or 
in  the  fubfequent  entries  of  his  pofleflions,  that  lies  not  in 
Eaft  Kent.  Since  this  lath  ;  is  very  irregular  in  its  form,  and 
the  reader  might  otherwife  find  fome  difficulty  in  accompany- 
ing us  in  our  progrefs,  we  lhall  commence  our  tour  in  its 
fouth-weftern  quarter,  and  the  mode,  in  which  our  Map  is 
engraved,  will  remove  the  principal  impediments,  that  might 
obftrucl  his  view. 

ln  vifiting  the  Wealds  of  Kent,  we  muft  not  exped  to  find 
equal  population,  agriculture,  rural  implements  of  hufbandry^ 
or  accommodation  for  military  chieftains.  The  hundreds  in 
this  diftricl  are  inferior  both  in  aflefTment  to  the  land-tax,  -and 
value  to  their  proprietor,  to  villages  or  hamlets  in  the  vicinity 
of  Canterbury  or  Dover  ;  as  is  ftrongly  exemplified  in  b  Ro- 
vinden, which  confifted  of  a  fmall  tracl.  called  Dean,  or  a 
dingle  of  wood,  adjoining  to  Belice,  a  portion  of  Montfort's 
barony,  and  called  elfe  where  Benindene,  -or  Belice  Dene,  our 
modern  Beninderu 

T* 

•  LINWARTLEST  vel  LiMENOWART-LEST  —  Rovinden  —  Sm.  Mardene  —  Se- 
lebrift  —  Blacheborne  —  Oxenai  —  Adelouteforige  —  Marefc  de  Romenel  —  Hame 
—  Neucerce  —  Lanport—  Werde  —  Belicolt  vel  Briceode—  Stret  vel  Eftraites— 
Hen  —  Fulcheftan  —  Stotinges  vel  Eftothinges  —  Monibcrge   vel  Nuniberg  vel 
Honinberg. 

*  Rovinden  —  Benindene,    n  a  i  —  et  Dena  quse  remanfit  -extra  divifionem 
Hugonis  de  Montfort  et  jacet  in  Belice.    9  b  2. 

Marden 
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e  Marden  hundred  confuted  of  fix  paltry  hamlets,  without  a  CHAP.  i. 
mill,  a  church,  a  fifhery,  or  an  acre  of  meadow.     The  only      -* 
circumftance  that  can  excite  a  comment,  relates  to  a  d  transfer  ^v\^ 
of  ten  villains,  or  yeomen,  with  their  chattels,  from  Richard    Mwden- 
Fitz-gilbert  to  Robert  Latin,  by  the  Earl  of  Kent ;  where  it 
is  ftated  that  the  knight  of  Odo  obtained  them  by  royal  au- 
thority, or  fanclion  of  the  name  of  the  Ibvereign,  for  the  bimop 
of  Baieux  probably,  as  jufliciary  of  the  realm,  had  defpoiled 
a  peer  of  the  crown,  to  gratify  a  military  retainer. 

The  hundred  of  Selbrittenden  extended  not  beyond  the  con-  seibritten. 

den* 

fines  of  Newedene,  a  c  market  town  at  this  early  aera,  whofe 
tolls  yielded  a  confiderable  revenue  to  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury, its  proprietor.  Bifhops  and  religious  foundations  were 
the  general  fuperintendants  of  traffic  and  commerce  at  this 
period,  and  when  the  monarch  retained  a  town  under  the 
jurifdiclion  of  his  military  vifcount,  an  ecclefiaftic  was  ap- 
pointed to  fuperintend  and  regulate  the  fale,  purchafe,  or  ex- 
change of  the  articles  expofed,  and  ratify  the  bargain  ;  hence 
denominated  the  clerk  of  the  market,  which  title  is  ftill  re- 
tained to  the  prefent  day. 

The  ifland  of  f  Oxney  is  clafled  among  the  hundreds,  though 
like  many  adjoining  hamlets,  fo  far  from  containing  the  number 
of  fureties  or  jurymen,  the  name  originally  imported,  that  only 
nine  cottagers,  rufHcs  of  the  loweft  defcription,  redded  in  the 
diftricl ;  yet  fince  a  church  was  eflablimed  there,  and  an  °  exalted 

e  Sm.  MARDENE — S".  Mardene — Tichetefte — Wanefberge — Ece — Mafle- 
berge  Efmetone.     Domef.  n  b  i. 

*  Robert  Latin  de  novo  dono  epifcopi  habet  in  manu  regis  de  Ricardo  filio 
comitis  Gifleberti  10  villanos  cum  tribus  carucis  et  filva  50  porcorum. 

Demef.  n  b  i. 

*  Newedene — Mercatum  de  403.  5d.  minus.     Domf.  4.  a  i. 

*  In.  Oxenai  Hund.  Paleftrei.     10  b  2. 

*  Edwi  prefbyter  tenuit  de  rege  Edvardo.     Domef.  10  b  2. 

VOL.  i.  i  prieft 
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CHAP.  i.  prieft  was  the  occupier  under  Edward,  it  might  properly  per- 
'5 haps  have  been  denominated  a  tithing  or  petty  manour,  which 

*^~Y^J  tne  fcribes  of  the  commiflioners  have  frequently  confounded 
with  hundred  in  the  Record  of  Domefday ;  efpecially  when 
feparated  from  the  adjoining  manour  by  a  river  or  water-courfe. 
As  only  one  manour  is  recorded  to  have  exifted  in  this  hundred, 
and  the  national  tax  is  eftimated  at  three-fourths  of  a  fowling, 
or  about  253  ftatute  acres,  (not  one-twentieth  of  the  diftricl,) 
we  have  great  reafon  to  prefume,  that  the  cultivated,  arable, 
or  meadow  land  was  folely  or  principally  afTefTed  to  this  con- 
tribution. 

Aio«-bridge  Aloes-bridge  is  a  hundred  of  a  fimilar  defcription.  But  as 
this  and  the  hundreds  of  Lamport,  Newchurch,  and  Worth 
are  all  included  under  the  general  title  of  Romney  Marfh,  and 
fome  places  are  recorded  under  that  comprehenfive  head ;  to 
form  any  tolerable  apprehenfion  of  this  diftri6l,  the  adjoining 
country  muft  be  included  in  our  view.  There  is  no  hamlet 
fpecified  by  name  in  this  hundred,  but  the  portions  are  deno- 
minated from  their  extent  and  proprietors,  as  Montfort's  h  yoke 
of  land,  or  from  their  quality,  as  a  '  dingle  annexed  to  Tenter- 
den  manour.  In  the  former  of  thefe  divifions,  twelve  fockmen 
continued  to  reflde,  who  muft  here  be  confidered  in  the  rank 
of  yeomen,  dependants  of  a  manorial  court ;  for  it  is  impoflible 
that  fo  great  a  number  could  have  received  fuit  and  fervice 
from  inferior  vaflals  in  a  confine  fo  limited. 

To  the  hundred  of  Lamport  fifty  k  burgefles  appertained  in 
Romney.       There  were  two  l  hamlets  independant  of  the 

h  Ipfe  Montfort  tenet  unum  jugum  in  Adeloutefbrige  hundred  in  ipfo  Marefch. 

Domef.  13  a  2, 

'  Dena  de  manerio  Titentone.     Ibid,  n  a  i, 
k  See  Hiftory,  Romney. 
1  Afettune,  10  b  2— Midelea,  lib  I— Lanport,  12  b  2. 

place 


THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN. 

place  whence  it  was  fb  denominated,  whofe  names  are  re-  CHAP 
corded,  and  fome  hundreds  of  acres  in  the  Marfh.  In  thefe 
villages  m  fockmen  particularly  abounded,  and  from  this  cir- 
cumftance  we  are  led  to  infer,  that  thefe  men,  probably, 
fuperintended  the  embankments,  and  afted  as  jurymen,  in  af- 
certaining  the  proportionate  payments  of  different  proprietors, 
according  to  the  wife  regulations  of  the  Saxon  Alfred.  It 
is  certain  that  more  perfons  of  this  defcription  are  found  in 
this  neighbourhood,  than  in  the  whole  county. 

n  Newchurch  hundred  was  more  extenfive,  populous,  and 
opulent,  and  confifted  of  five  diftincl:  villages  or  portions. 
Bliflington,  of  which  Alnod  °  Cilt,  or  Prince,  was  proprietor 
under  the  Confeflbur,  had  wonderfully  encreafed  in  value  ; 
and  we  muft  prefume  that  land  was  not  let  on  long  p  leafes  at 
this  period  to  the  farmer,  fince  four  eftimates  had  been  taken 
in  the  fpace  of  twenty  years.  This  manour  had  indeed  re- 
ceived an  q  addition,  but  this  only  confifled  of  three  incon- 
fiderable  dingles.  The  occupancy  of r  Eton,  a  hamlet  of  Ten- 

ra  Sex  fochemanni  tenuerunt,  n  a  r.  et  duo  fochemanni,  u  a  i. 
n  NKUCERCE — Bilfuitone,    10  b  2 — Etretone,   13  a  i — Rot  (prefumed  Ro- 
tinges)  13  b  2 — Marefc  de  Romenel,  13  b  2 — Fane,  143  r. 

0  As  this  word,  written  Child,  has  puzzled  many  commentators  on  Shakefpcar, 

"  Child  Rowland  to  the  dark  Tower  came." 

LEAR,   Aft  3d,  Sc.  4th. 

and  many  readers  of  Percy's  Reliques  of  Ancient  Poetry ;  by  fubftituting  Prince, 
or,  at  leaft,  the  Son  of  a  Noble,  they  will  have  a  jufl  conception  of  fuch  paflages. 

»  Tempore  regis  Edvardi  valebat  10  libr.  et  poft  30!.   modb  50!.  et  tamen 
reddit  70!.  de  frma.  Domef.  lo  b  2. 

*  In  hoc  manerium  mifit  epifcopus  tres  denas,  qua:  remanferunt  extra  divi- 
fionem  comitis  de  Ow.  Domef.  10  b  2. 

*  Etretone,  terra  appreciatur  in  Titentone,  quia  illuc  arata  eft,  cum  domi- 
nicis  carrucis.     13  a  i. 

I  2  terden, 
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CHAP.  i.  terden,  in  the  days  of  the  Conquerour,  (becaufe  its  land  was 
1065 —  cultivated  by  Montfort's  ploughs,  the  baron  of  the  diftri6r,) 
had  been  *  litigated  betwixt  this  feudal  lord,  and  the  canons  of 
St.  Martin's.  In  this  contefl  the  ecclefiaftics  loft  their  fuit,  by 
the  verdict  of  the  hundred,  the  burgefles  of  Dover,  the  knights 
of  Saint  Auguftine's,  and  the  lath  of  Eaftrye.  Its  former  pof- 
feflbur  was  proved  to  have  held  thefe  premifes  by  allodial 
tenure,  (though  recorded  to  have  been  a  *  fockman)  to  have 
had  five  fub'tenants,  and  a  mill  of  twenty  millings  per  annum. 
To  this  land  therefore  the  military  retainer  of  William  was 
juftly  entitled.  But  we  are  not  hence  to  infer  that  all  fock- 
men  were  of  this  defcription,  for  in  the  divifion  of  Romney 
Marfh  appertaining  to  this  hundred,  u  twelve  fuch  perfons  oc- 
cupied lefs  than  one  hundred  and  forty  modern  acres  equally 
under  Edward,  and  when  this  Autograph  was  compiled. 
worth,  and  To  tne  hundred  of  x  Worth  we  mail  annex  thofe  remaining 

Romney  ° 

M»rih.  diftrifts  in  Romney  Marfh,  which  are  entered  in  DomefHay 
under  that  general  title,  though  they  might  have  been  included 
in  other  divifions.  For  y  Hamefland  moft  probably  appertained 
to  Warehorn,  in  Hame  hundred,  fince  the  archbimop  of  Can- 
terbury was  proprietor  of  both.  But  *  Burmarfh,  or  that 

s  Hoc  teftatur  hundred,  et  burgenfes  de  Dovre,  et  homines  abbatis  Sandti  Au- 
guftini,  et  Eftrea  left  ;  quod  terra  Etretonc,  quam  calumniantur  canonici  Sti. 
Martini  de  Dovre  fuper  Hugonem  de  Montfort,  quod  UJwile  Wilde  earn  tenuit 
in  Alodio,  temporc  regis,  et  defendebat  fe  pro  uno  jugo,  et  hibi  habebat  unam 
carucam  in  dominio  et  quinque  bordarios  cum  una  caruca,  et  unum  molcndinum 
de  viginti  folidis.  13  a  i. 

1  Tenuit  unus  fochemannus.     Ibid. 

*  Hugo  tenet  dimtdlum  folinum  in  Marefch  dc  Romenel,  &c.     Duodecim 
fochemanni  tenuerunt  et  tenent.     1332. 

*  WERDE,  Eftbrige,  13  a  I — Blachemenftone,  13  a  I — Burwarmarefc,  iab  2 
— Afmeflant,  5  a  a — Marefc,   1332. 

y  Afmeflant,  532. 

*  Burwar-marefc  as  Borwar-left— Borough-marfli,    and    Borough-lath— for 
St.  Auftin's  proprietors. 

portion 
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portion  of  Romney  Marfh  that  belonged  to  the  borough  of  St.  CHAP.  i. 
Auguftine's,  was  certainly  included  in  Worth  diftrid.     *  Eaft-  I0^5 

1272. 

church,  Blackmanftone,  and  a  namelefs  adjoining  village,  were  I>^-Y-\> 
pofieffions  of  the  b  principality,  or  earldom,  of  Godwin,  under 
the  Saxon  dyuafty,  and  afterwards  were  included  in  Montfort's 
barony,    part  of  which  were  held  by  him  in  demefne,  and 
others  conferred  on  his  military  retainers. 

Ham  hundred  confuted  of  c  three  hamlets,  and  varied  little  Ham. 
from  the  adjoining  diftricls.  While  we  tranfgrefs  not  the  con- 
fines of  the  Marfhj  fockmen  are  found  in  confiderable  num.- 
bers  under  the  Confeflbur's  reign,  for  it  was  neceflary  to  en- 
courage this  order  of  men,  or  the  mounds  would  never  have 
been  fupported  againft  the  attacks  of  the  fea  and  tide.  But 
after  quitting  this  neighbourhood,  we  mall  in  vain  look  for 
this  defcription  of  perfons,  except  on  extraordinary  occafions. 

d  Byrcholt  hundred   comprehended  e  eight  hamlets  or  in-   Byrchoit. 
ferior  manours.     But  Aldinton  was  the  f  centre,  from  which 
many  of  the  others  emanated,  and  on  which  they  depended. 

*  Eftbrige,  our  modern  Eaftchurch,  fince  two  churches  there ;  Blackman- 
ftone, from  Blacheman,  Edwards,  tenant. 

b  Alfi  tenuit  de  Comite  Godwino.     Domef.  13  a  i. 

c  Orlaveftone,  13  b  2 — Rochinges,  13  b  2 — Werahorne,  532. 

Orlaveftune  n  fochemanni  tenuerunt.     Domef.  1332. 

d  BELICOLT,  4.3.  i — BILESOLT,  2  a  2— BILISSOLD,  10  b  2 — BRJCEODE, 
II  b2 — BERISOUT,  I3b2 — BERISCOLT,  1431, — various  entries  of  the  hun- 
dred in  Domefday,  by  which  readers,  unacquainted  with  this  Autograph,  may 
form  an  inadequate  idea  of  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  in  appropriating  the 
particular  fcite  of  places. 

e  Staneftede,  2  a  2 — Aldintone,  4  a  i — St.  Martin,  4  a  i — Limes,  4  a  i  — 
Eftothinges,  43  I — Haftingelai,  II  b  2,  &  143  i— Breburne,  13  b  2— Al- 
delofe,  10  b  2. 

f  De  eodem  manerio  tenet  Comes  de  Ow  Eftothinges  pro  uno  manerio — De 
ipfo  manerio  Aldinton  jacet  in  Limes— Sanclus  Martinus  jacet  in  ipfo  hundredo, 
4  a  i. 

"-.  .^  i     t>iu  i 

Stowting, 
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CHAP.  i.  Stowting,  Limpne,  and  St.  Martin's  were  branches  from  this 
1065 —  ftem,  and.  numerous  burgefles  in  Romney  and  Canterbury 
vjer^ii  iprung  from  its  g  root.  This  confequently  appertained  to  the 
barony  of  the  archbifhop,  and  in  the  language  of  that  age  was 
the  head  of  the  manour,  the  feat  of  wifdom  and  power,  that 
directed  and  controuled  the  other  members. — The  diftricl:  of 
Haftingligh,  which  Alnod  folely  poflefled  under  the  Confeflbur, 
was  parcelled  to  the  h  feudal  chieftains  Odo  and  Montfort, 
tenants  of  the  crown,  who  portioned  it  to  their  inferior  mili- 
tary retainers.  '  Godric's  Braborne  was  fplit  in  a  fimilar 
manner  by  thefe  powerful  chieftains,  and  the  village  fo  deno- 
minated formed  a  portion  of  Eaftwell,  Hugh's  barony,  in 
Wye-lath  and  hundred,  and  the  remainder  was  added  to  the 
earldom  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux. 

Hen.  The  burgefles  appertaining  to  the  hundred  of  k  Hen  have 
already  been  enumerated  in  our  defcription  of  Hythe.  Salt- 
wood  was  an  appropriate  manour  of  the  archbimop's,  but  as 
Montfort  occupied  the  other  moiety,  the  primate  delegated  to 
him  the  cuftody  of  this  diftricl,  fo  that  the  whole  hundred  was 
under  government  and  fuperintendance.  For  particulars  we 
refer  to  our  tables. 

.       In  the  hundred  of  1  Stowting,  which  corififted  of  four  ham- 
lets, no  circumftance  is  recorded  which  merits  particular  ob- 

*  Quater  viginti  et  quinque  burgenfes  in  Romenel  qui  pertinent  ad  Aldintone, 
et  7  burgenfes  in  Canturaia,  431. 

h  De  feudo  epifcopi — et  Hugo  de  Montfort  tenet  aliam  partem  intra  divifionem 
fuam,  ii  b  2. 

1  Godric  de  Bumes  tenuit  de  rege  Edvardo  Breburne  et  pro  7  folins  fe  defen- 
debat  tune,  et  rnodo  pro  5f  folinis  &  dimidio  jugo,  quia  alia  pars  eft  extra 
divifionem  Hugonis  et  earn  tenet  epifcopus  baioccnlis,  13  b  a — et  eft  de  feudo 
epifcopi  Aldelofe,  10  b  2. 

k  HEN— Poftinges,  13  a  2 — Belice,  133^ — Salteode,  et  Heda,  4b'i. 

1  ESTOTHINGES — Bocheland,  gba — Hortone,  13  b  i — Hortun,  i3,b'i— 
Bodefham,  12  b  2. 

fervation, 
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fervation,  which  may  not  eafily  be  known  from  an  examination  CHAP.  i. 
bf  the  .places  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  or  the  value  of10^5 
hundreds  and  therefore  we  (hall  not  mifapply  our  time,  through  v»/-v-\^ 
the  formality  of  entering  into  detail  on  each  diftrift. 

The  hundred  of  Stret  was  compofed  of  nine  m  hamlets.  Under  Str«- 
the  Norman  government,  Hugh  Montfort  was  the  lord  para- 
mount of  the  diftricl,  and  engrofTed,  in  his  divifion,  the  various 
pofleffions  of  Siward,  the  vifcount  of  Edward,  Aired  the  bold, 
Norman,  and  Alnod,  with  the  pofTeffions  of  their  fub-tenants, 
for  two  freeholders,  of  a  luperior  order,  are  found  in  this 
hundred.  Exclufive  of  the  two  "  ecclefiaftical  demefnes  of  the 
canons  of  St.  Auftin's  and  the  archbimop,  every  moiety  ap- 
pertained to  this  feudal  baron,  who  parcelled  it  amongft  his 
military  retainers,  and  Nigell  his  phyfician.  No  village  is  re- 
markably confpicuous  in  this  precin<5r,  either  for  population, 
agriculture,  or  opulence,  nor  is  there  any  circumftance  re- 
quiring particular  obfervation. 

The  hundred  of  °  Loningborough  was  compofed  of  four  ma-  Lonmgbo»' 
nours,  under  the  Confeflbur,  but  the  two  fmalleft  had  been 
confolidated  by  the-bifhop  of  Baieux,  and  prefented,  as  a  portion 
of  his  barony,  to  a  military  retainer.  Liming  was  populous 
and  productive,  was  under  the  immediate  jurifdiclion  of  the 
primate,  though  three  feudal  knights  poffefTed  contiguous 
hamlets  with  inferior  P  courts  ;  Alham  was  retained  in  the  do- 

»  STRET  vel  ESTRAITES — Stanetdefte,  2  a  2 — Berewice,  4  b  I — Sedlinges, 
13  b  i — Siborne,  13  b  i — Suanetone,  13  b  2 — Aia,  13  b  2— Bonintone,  13  b  2 
— Obtrepole,  14  a  i — Eftraites,  13  b  I 

*  Sanetclefte  et  Berewic. 

0  MONIBERG,  4 a  i,  HONINBERG,  9  b  2,  NuNiBERG,  ii  b  2 — Lcminges, 
4  a  i— Alham,  9  b  2 — Acres,  nb  2. — The  hundred  is  only  thrice  recorded, 
yet  fpelt  three  different  ways. 

'  a  Molini  et  2  jEcclefiie,  4  a  i. — We  prefume  infallible  criterions. 

main 
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CHAP.  r.  main  of  the  Earl  of  Kent ;  and  q  Acryfe,  which  two  brothers 
1065 —  jja(j  occupied,  with  feparate  halls,  was  transferred,  as  a  united 
<~  manour,  to  Anfchitil  of  Rofs. 

The  hundred  of  r  Folkftone  confuted  of  many  diftinft  vil- 
lages, or  hamlets,  though  their  names  are  not  recorded  in 
Domefday.  Earl  Godwin  was  the  proprietor  under  the  Saxon 
government,  and  yeomen  or  ruftics  s  held  extenlive  diftriils 
under  his  patronage  or  protection.  The  half-brother  of  Wil- 
liam fucceeded  to  the  barony,  and  '  governed  the  diftrict  by 
D'arcey,  his  deputy,  though  u  ten  military  retainers  occupied 
extenfive  premifes  in  various  proportions,  from  three  thoufand 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  had  fubordinate  depen- 
dants to  cultivate  their  grounds,  erect  their  houfes,  and  fupply 
neceflaries  to  their  halls  or  manfions.  The  x  churches,  in  the 
demefne  of  the  lord  paramount  paid  confiderable  tithes,  or 
contributions,  to  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury  ;  though  there 
is  no  proof  of  his  cuftomary  right  to  demand  and  receive,  in 
Kent,  thofe  exceffive  exactions,  which  prevailed  in  the  county 
of  v  Suffex. 

*  Acres  quod  tenuerunt  duo  fratres,  et  quifque  habuit  Haulam,  modo  eft  pro 
uno  manerio.     1 1  b  2. 

'  Fulcheftan. 

1  9  folinsde  terra  villanorum,  9  b  I. 

'  Quod  habet  in  dominio  valet  100  libras  ibid. 

•  Hugo  filius  Willelmi,  9  folins — Walter  de  Appeilc,  3  juga  et  12  acras — 
Alured,   I  folin — Walterus  filius  Engelberti,  |  fol.  6140  acras — Wefman,  i  fol. 
— Alured  Dapifer,  |  folin — Eado,  §  folin — Bernard  de  Sto.  Audoeno,  4  fol.—- 
Baldric,  £  folin — Ricard,  58  acras  terra.     9  b  I. 

x  Ibi  5  aecclefiae,  de  quibus  habet  archiepifcopus,  555.     Domef.  9  b  i. 

'  Every  feventh  pig  of  the  ruftics. — Archiepifcopus  de  herbagio  habet  unum 
porcum  de  unoquoque  villano,  qui  habet  feptem  porcos.  Similiter  per  totum 
Sudfex.  Domef.  16  b  i. 
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CHAP.  i.  For  the  cuftoms  and  regulations  that  prevailed  in  Eaft-Kent, 
^  we  rer~er  tne  reader  to  our  future  general  recapitulation,  where 
we  mall  comprehenfively  review  both  divifions  of  the  county, 
with  their  tenants  in  capite,  knights,  and  military  retainers ; 
their  laws,  fines,  for  violation  of  the  peace,  infringement  on 
the  royal  roads,  or  rivers,  burglary,  and  other  particular  cir- 
cumftances.  „  We  now  proceed  with  our  furvey  of  Weft-Kent, 
according  to  the  principles  adopted,  and  having  previoufly  de- 
fcribed  the  ftate  of  the  city  of  Rochefter,  {hall  purfue  our 
former  plan,  beginning  with  Greenwich  hundred,  in  the  lath  : 
of  Sutton,  and  the  north-wefternly  diftricl ;  and  continue  our 
route  in  a  fouth-eafternly  direction. 

^he  c\^y  of  Rochefter,  like  Canterbury,  and  the  boroughs 
of  this  county,  contained  a  number  of  inhabitants,  honoured 
with  the  title  of  burgefles,  that  had  emigrated  from  the  ma- 
nours  of  their  feudal  lords,  and  continued  under  their  power 
and  patronage.  This  city  was  fo  *  inconfiderable,  of  itfelf, 
in  the  days  of  the  Confeflbur,  that  it  was  only  eftimated  at  the  : 
fmall  fum  of  five  pounds.  It  was  principally  occupied  by 
eighty  dependants  of  the  bifhop,  from  the  manour  of  Frindfbury, 
whofe  value  was  calctilated  with  that  diftricT:.  But  *  fubordinate 

*  Ci vitas  Roveceftre  tempore  regis  Edvardi  valebat  loos.     2  a  i. 

In  Roveceftre  habuit  epifcopus  et  habet  adhuc  quater  viginti  manfuras  terrae 
qua:  pertinent  ad  Frandefberie  &  Borcftele  propria  ejus  maneria.     5  b  2. 

*  Ad  manerium  Tarent  pertinent  5  burgenfes  in  Roveceftre,  3  a  i — Epifcopus 
tenet  in  fua  manu — intra  civitatem  Roveceftre  quatuor  domus  ad  hoc  manerium 
(Ledefdune)  pertinentes,  7  b  i — In  Ofeham  una  domus  in  civitate  Roveceftre, 
1  b  I — habuit  epifcopus  (Baiocenfis)  tres  Domosde  3rd.  quascepit  de  ifto  manerio 
(Aigleffa)  in  fua  manu,  7  a  2 — Huic  manerio  Alnoitone  adjacent  tres  manfiones 
terras  in  Roveceftre,  8  a  I — Huic  Manerio  (Hov)  pertinebant  9  domus  in  Rove- 
ceftre civitate,  nunc  ablata;  funt,  8  b  I — Huic  manerio  (Otringberge)  adjacent 
4  hagaj  in  civitate,  8  b  2— In  manu  fua  retinuit  epifcopus  (Baiocenfis)  in  civitate 
Roveceftre  tres  hagas  de  Ceka  manerio,   9  a  I— ad  hoc  manerium  (Mildetone) 
hagae  in  Roveceftre  pertinent,  14  b  i. 

vaflals, 
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vaflals,  or  their  fons,  had  fixed  their  refidence  here,  by  the  per-  CHAP,  i 
miffion  of  their  lord  from  Darent,  Ofham,  Ludfdown,  Aylesford,  * 

'      A      /  **  * 

Norton,   Hoo,    Watringbury, .  Chalk;,    and    Mylton.     In 

.reign  of  the  Conquerour  its  population  and  value  were  fq  much 
augmented,  that,  when  the  bifhop  received  it  into  his  cuftody, 
though  the  eftimate  was  only  ftated  at  twenty;  pounds,  his 

^lerk  of  the  market  rendered  him  .twice  the  fum.  Lanfraiic 
became  proprietor,  of  the  burgefles  that  appertained  to  the  pre- 

.  ceding  archbiftiop  ;  Odo,  Earl  of  Kent,  in  transferring  thefc 
hamlets,  to  his  feudal  knights,  principally  retained  the  mansions 

.annexed  to  the  manours  of  Edward  and  Godwin  in  his  own 
pofleffion ;  and  Albert,  the  chancellor,  fucceeded  to  Eddiva's 
houfes,  as  parcel  of  her  manour  of  Mylton.  The  number  of 
refident  burgeflfes  reported,  amount  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  in  delivering  the  rental  of  the  city,  we  include  not  the 

.valuable  Roculf  of  the  primate,  which  will  be  included  in  the 
hundred  of  Rochefter. 

The  lath  of  b  Sutton  comprehended  only  .five  hundreds, 
Greenwich,  Bromley,  Litelai  or  Lefnes,  Axtane,  Helmftrei 
or  Rokefley,  Therham  or  Wefterham.  We  (hall  commence 
our  de{cription  with  the  modern  Blackheath  hundred. 

The  hundred  of  c  Greenwich  comprehended  feven  diflincl 
hamlets  in  the  reign  of  Edward,  under  more  numerous  jurif- 
diclions ;  for  the  place,  whence  the  name  was  aflumed,  was 
divided  into  two  d  manours,  analogous  to  our  Eafl  and  Weft- 

b  SUDTONE-LEST— Grenviz— Bronlei— Litelai — Helmflrei— Therham  vet 
Oftreham. 

*•  GRENVIZ — Grenviz,  6  b  2 — Lee,  6  b  2— Cerletone,  6  b  2 — Alteharn, 
6  b  2— Witenemers,  6t>  2—  Levefham,  iab  2 — Hulviz,  143  2. 

•,>lql       . \  >:v"i'         '•  r  i  ':  '. .'.'  A  i'.T-.'*.   : 

d  Hi  duo  folini  (in  Grenviz)  tempore  regis  Edvardi  fuerunt  duo  manerja. 
Unum  tenuit  Hcraldus  Comes,  et  aliud  Brixi,  et  modo  funt  in  uno. 

K  2  XJreenwich, 

oi 
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CHAP.  i.  Greenwich,  and  "  Charlton  had  two  courts  controuled  by  two 


brothers. 

I  2  /  2  r  9  ~  IT 

To  Greenwich  occupied  by  the  bifhop  of  Lifieux,  as  fob- 
tenant  of  the  brother  of  the  Conquerour,  *  two  fbwlmgg,  ad- 
joining to  Deptford,  then  denominated  Meretbn,  or  the  Town 
of  the  Marmes,  in  the  hundred  of  Brixton,  and  included  under 
its  manorial  jurifdidion,  as  part  of  the  county  of  Surrey,  in 
the  days  of  the  Confeflbur,  and  early  part  of  Wifliam's  reign, 
were  annexed  by  the  Earl  to  his  principality  of  Kent.  This 
fa6t  was  clearly  proved  by  the  teftimony  of  the  impa-nneHed 
evidence  of  the  jury  of  the  diftricl.  When  this  military  re- 
tainer was  fummoned  to  account  for  this  infringement,  or  irt- 
vafion,  on  the  -j-  royal  demefne,  he  appealed  to  his  feudal 
chieftain  as  his  protector,  who  had  guaranteed  the  pofieffion  to 
him.  The  commiffioners  then  cited  the  bailiff  of  the  bimop 
of  Baieux  to  prove  by  what  title,  uich  lands  were  feized  by 
him,  and  conveyed  to  his  lord's  vaflal  :  but  fo  great  was  the 
independant  power  and  authority  of  Odo,  and  the  general 
peers  of  the  monarch,  that  his  deputy  refufed  to  plead  before 
this  court,  and  confidered  himfelf  fiiperior  to  their  controul. 
William  probably  overlooked  this  incroachment,  and  deemed 
iuch  a  trifling  poffeflion  of  too  inconfiderable  importance,  for 
which  to  cite  Odo  before  the  high  national  council.  Hence, 
probably  the  knight  of  this  Norman  noble  continued  to  enjoy 
the  diftrift  without  farther  moleftation. 

•  Hanc  terram  tenuerunt  de  rege  duo  fratres  pro  duobtis  maneriis,  Godwin  & 
Alward,  6bz. 

*  Epifcopus  Lifoienfis  tenet  in  Chtnt  [in  Mtretone  in  Brixiflan  Hundred  in 
Comitatu  de  Sudrie]  duos  folinos  qui  huic  manerio  (Meretone)  adjacuerunt  tern- 
pore  Regis  Edvardi  et  Regis  IPillelmi,  ficut  tedantur  homines  de  hundred.     Ipfe 
redamat  advocatorem  epifcopum  baiocenfcm,    et   praepofitns  fuus   inde  noluit 
flacitart.  Donref.  30  a  2. 

t  Ipft  Rtx  tenuit.     30  a  2. 

To 
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To  the  whole  of  this  hundred,  except  Lewifharft  and  CHAP.  t. 
Woolwich,  Odo,  Earl  of  Kent,  fucceeded,  as  peer  of  the 
realm.  He  con-folidated  the  divided  manoiws,  and  prefented 
five  f  of  his  Norman  retainers  to  an  equal  number  of  villages. 
Lewifham  g  was  pofleffed  by  the  abbot  of  Ghent,  in  Flanders, 
not  only  under  the  government  of  William,  but  in  the  reign 
of  the  Confeflbur.  This  circumftance  proves  a  confiderabld 
intercourfe  with  the  Continent  under  the  Saxon  monarchy, 
and  the  productive  h  cuftoms  of  the  port  evince  that  the  trade 
with  *the  Netherlands  was  confidepable,  for  abbots  were  the 
greateft  merchants  at  this  period,  though  the  fhips  that  navi- 
gated this  river  muft  have  been  of  diminutive  burthen.  In 
this  manour  '  eleven  mills  were  creeled,  which,  with  fome 
portions  of  land  cultivated  by  rurtics,  and  held  by  gavel-kind 
tenure,  nearly  k  doubled  the  rental  in  twenty  years.  It  is  re- 
markable that  not  one  church  is  entered  in  Domefday,  as  ap- 
pertaining to  this  hundred,  though  a  number  of  Servi  are  re- 
corded,, who  certainly  were  either  minifters  of  religion,  or 
perfons,  fuperior  to  yeomen,  that  a£ted  as  fquires  to  military 
chieftains,  or  held  in  petty  ferjeantry,  on  the  condition  of  per- 
forming domeftic  offices  to  their  lord.  Woolwich,  at  this  asra, 
was  a  poor  village,  where  only  the  loweft  clafs  of  J  country- 
men refided.  Haimo  the  vifcount  fucceeded  to  this  portion  of 
William's,  the  falconer,  an  officer  of  high  honour  and  dignity 
with  our  Saxon  anceftors.  But  fuch  remarks  infringe  on  our 

1  See  Summary  Table  of  Hundreds, 

*  Abbas  de  Gand  tenet  de  rege  Levefham,  et  de  rege  Edvardo  tenui't.     1 2  b  2. 

k  De  exitu  Portus,  40  s.     Ibid. 

1  ii  molini  cum  gabla  rufiicorum  (50  villanorum  et  9  bordarium)    reddunt, 

81.   I2S.       12  b  2. 

k  Tempore  reg.  Ed.  i61.  et  port  ial.  modo  30!.     Ibid. 
1  ii  bordarii  reddentes  41  d. 

intended 
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CHAP.  i.  intended  Differtations,  on  Ranks  and  Services,  Manners  and 
106  5—  Cuftoms. 

I  272. 

The  hundred  of  "Litelai,  or  Lefnes,  was  compofed  of  the 
place  fo  named,  Erith,  Hou,  or  Hall-Place,  and  the  ecclefl- 
aftical  and  laical  moieties  of  Plumftead.  Odo,  Earl  of  Kent, 
occupied  the  whole  diftricl:,  except  the  pofleffions  of.  the  arch- 
bifhop  and  St.  Auguftine's  ;  Latin  and  Anfgot  were  his  fub- 
tenants  ;  and  the  abbot  was  inverted  with  another  feudal  por- 
tion, as  an  appendage  to  the  manour  of  the  abbey.  It  was 
not  remarkable  for  extent,  population,  particular  cuftoms,  or 
circumftances. 

»  Bromley  hundred  was  of  ftill  lefs  dimenfions,  and  inferior 
value.  Beckenham,  and  the  village  whence  it  afTumes  the 
denomination,  compleated  its  diftricl.  Anfchil  was  the  Saxon 
Thane,  that  controuled  its  jurifdiclion,  though  his  power  ex- 
tended °  beyond  its  confines.  The  Tables  will  furnim  the  re- 
corded information. 

-phc  hundred  of  P  Helmftrei,  our  modern  Rokefley,  com- 
prehended fourteen  places,  diftinguimed,  either  by  name,  or 
as  a  portion  of  different  manours.  Boxley  and  Orpington  were 
annexed  to  the  archbimopric,  and  were  by  far  the  moft  q  popu- 
lous diftrids,  were  beft  furnilhed  with  implements  of  huf- 

"  LITELAI — Loifnes,  6  b  i— Erhede,  3  a  2— Hou,  6b  i— Plumeflede,  6  b  i 
ct  Plumftede,  1 2  a  I . 

11  BRONLEI — Bronlei,  5  b  i— Bacheham,  7  ai. 

•  He  held  Witenemers,  in  Grenviz,  6  b  2. 

»  HELMSTREI — Bix,  3  a  i— Orpintun,  4  b  2— Rochelei,  6  b  i — Ciresfel, 
6  b  i — Sudcrai,  6  b  i — Craic,  6  b  2 — Craie  alia,  6  b  2 — Crai,  6  b  2  — 
Wicheham,  6  b  i — Lafela,  6  b  2 — Cro&une,  7  a  i— Codeham,  7  a  i— 
Cheftan,  7  a  i — Sentlinge,  7  a  i. 

*  86  villains,  40  borderers,  37  ploughs,  82  oxen,  150  pigs,  6  mills,  yield- 
ing 3l«  4^-  4d.  three  churches,  &c. 

bandry, 
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bandry,  ftored  with  provifions  for  the  ecclefiaftics,  and  fiipplied  CHAP.  i. 
by  the  moft  valuable  mills.     With  the  exception  of  thefe  ma-  I0  ^~ 
nours,  a  r  moiety  appertaining  to  the  Lowy  of  Tunbridge,  and^-v^ 
a  part  *  annexed  probably  by  William  to  the  royal  foreft,  Odo 
pofiefled  the  entire  hundred,  and  diftributed  the  whole  to  his 
martial  followers,  not  retaining  even  one  manour  under  his 
immediate  domain.     Two  Grays,  that  were  of  *  feparate  jurif- 
di6Hon  under   the  Saxon  government,  and  held  by  different 
tenants  from  the  Prince  Alnod,  and  Edward,  were  confoli- 
dated  by  the  uterine  brother  of  the  Conquerour,  and  prefented, 
as  one  manour,  to  Anfchitill  of  Rofs,  a  knight  inverted  with 
extenfive  u  pofTeffions   by  him  in  the  adjoining  hundreds,  and 
remarkable  for  x  uniting  his  manours. 

In  the  hundred  of  Axtane,  fuch  numerous  circumftances  Axtane> 
occur,  that  merit  the  attention  of  the  hiftorian  and  antiquary, 
that  we  cannot  but  enter  into  confiderable  detail.  It  com- 
prized, at  leaft,  twenty-four  places  with  different  appellations, 
that  were  divided  into  more  numerous  diftricls,  and  occupied, 
as  y  thirty -fix  diftincl:  manours,  or  hamlets,  by  thanes  or  eccle- 
fiaftics, 

'  De  Lafela  Ricardus  de  Tonebridge  tenet  in  fua  Leuga,  quod  appreciatur  61. 

Domef.  6  b  2. 

*  Quod  rex  tenet  de  hoc  manerio  (Lafela)  valet  22  d. 

*  Has  duas  terrae  fuerunt  duo  maneria  tempore  regis  Edvardi  et  modo  funt  in 
uno  manerio.     Alwin  tenuit  de  Alnod  Cilt,  et  Leuric  tenuit  de  rege  Edvardo. 

Domef.  6  b  2. 
u  Tarent,  Hortune,  Cro&une,  Elentun,  Ofeham,  Hou. 

*  He  formed  the  four  manours  of  Horton  and  Darent  into  one,  as  well  as  the 
the  two  of  Acryfe.     Vid.  6b  2  et  10  b  2. 

y  ACHESTAN — Tarent,  3  a  i — Tarent,  6  a  2 — Tarent  alia,  6  a  2— Otefort, 
3  a  i — Sondreffe,  3  a  i—  Tarentefort,  2  b  2— Hagelei,  2  b  2 — Hagelei,  6  a  i 
— Forningeham,  4  a  2 — Ferlingeham,  6  a  2 — Ferningeham,  6  a  2 — Ferninge- 
ham  alia,  6  a  2 — ElesforcJ,  4  a  2— .Orpinton,  4  a  2— Briefted,  4  a  2 — Ole- 
cumbe,  4  a  2 — Sudfleta,  5  b  2— Eftanes,  5  b  2— Facheftiam,  5  b  2— Langafel, 

5  b  2. 
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CHAP.  i.  fiaftics,  under  the  government  of  Edward,  by  military  re- 
5  tainers,  dignified  clergymen,  or  z  favoured  Saxons,  in  the 
r  reign  of  William.  Dartford,  though  eftimated  remarkably 
low  *  to  the  national  land-tax,  was  the  moft  valuable  pofleflion 
in  the  circuit.  It  was  retained  under  the  immediate  jurif- 
diclion  of  the  crown  equally  by  Edward,  and  William,  who 
committed  it  to  the  cuftody  of  their  vifcounts,  Siward  and 
Haimo.  Under  the  Saxon  adminiftration,  the  b  Mayor  of 
London  had  obtained  confiderable  diftrids  from  the  deputy  of 
the  monarch,  which  were  fecured  to  Hello,  his  nephew  and 
heir,  by  the  Norman  Conquerour,  though  the  evidence  of  the 
hundred  clearly  eftablimed  this  c  apparently  fraudulent  tranf- 
aclion,  and  their  connection  with  this  manour,  as  afubordinate 
and  dependant  hamlet.  Another  d  moiety  had  been  alienated 
from  the  crown,  by  bribery,  or  a  fine,  to  its  officer.  But,  not- 
withftanding  fuch  difmemberment,  the  rental  increaled,  and 
the  Norman  fub-tenant  of  the  meriff  rendered  it  more  pro- 
ductive to  its  proprietor. — The  examiners  of -the  Autograph 
of  DomeiHay,  who  have  accuftomed  themfelves  to  coufider 

5  b  2 — Suinefcamp,  6  a  i — Erclei,  6  a  I — Eddintone,  6  a  i — Mapledefcam, 

6  a  i — Malplefcamp,  6  a  2— Redlege,  6  a  i — Eifle,  6  a  i—  Didele,  6  a  i— 
Soninges,  6  a  I — Lolingeftone,  6  a  i — Lolingeftone,  6  a  2 — Lolingeftone  alia, 
6  a  2 — Pinnendenc,  6  a  2 — Hortune,  6  a  I — Hortune  alia,  6  a  i — Hortune 
tertia,  6  a  i. 

z  Helto,  Uluret,  et  duo  homines  in  Didele  et  Soninges,  &c.     Domef.  6  a  i. 

*  Tarentefort  pro  if  fol.  Otefort  pro  8  fol.    Elesfort,  Sudfleta  et  Eftane  pro 
6  fol.  fingul. 

b  Homines  de  hundredo  teftificantur,  quod  de  ifto  manerio  regis  ablatum  eft 
unum  pratum,  et  unum  Alnetum,  et  unum  Molendinutn  et  viginti  acnt  terras, 
&c.  dicunt  autem  quod  Ofward  tune  vicecomes  przftitite  Aleftan  Praspofito 
Lundoniae,  et  modo  tenet  Kelt  Dapifer  et  Nepos  ejus.  2  b  i. 

*  See  Hiftory  of  Shammel  hundred. 

*  Ofward  vicecomes  pofuit  extra  manerium  per  quoddam  Vadimonium  qua- 
draginta  folidorum.     2  b  j. 

fowlings, 
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fowlings,   as  an  eftablifhed  and  certain  extent  of  land,  will  CHAP.  i. 

never  be  able  to  reconcile  the  diminutive  d  proportion  of  land, I( 

•  1272. 

appertaining  to  the  afieffment  of  Dartford,  with  the  immenfe  ^~v^J 
number  of  c  yeomen,  nifties,  and  ploughs  recorded  to  have 
exifted  in  its  confines.  But  this  fubjecl:  we  fliall  fully  difcufe 
in  our  intended  Diflertation  on  Agriculture.  The  f  churches 
of  this  royal  manour  belonged  to  the  biftiop  of  Rochefter,  and 
yielded  him  a  confiderable  revenue.  This  place  was  clafled  in 
the  number  of  fea-ports  at  this  aera,  and  had  two  havens,  or 
harbours. 

In  this  divifion  of  Weft- Kent,  the  afchbifhop  of  Canterbury 
poflefled  numerous  and  populous  manours.  Otford  was  in  his 
immediate  jurH3i<3ion,  yet  three  Saxon  g  thanes  continued  to 
hold  extenfive  and  h  valuable  prerriifes  in  the  diftricl:,  with 
lubordinate  manorial  rights,  mills,  yeomen,  and  ruftics.  Earl 
Fitz-gilbert's  Lowy  extended  alfo  to  this  barony  of  the  pri- 
mate's; but  we  (hall  referve  Tunbridge  diviiion,  forafeparate 
difcuflion,  and  diftincT:  valuation.  Sundrilh  and  Darent  werd 
included  likewife  in  the  domain  of  the  archbifhop ;  Farning- 
ham,  Aynesford,  Orpington,  Combe,  and  Brafted  were  occu- 
pied by  his  military  retainers.  Many  manours  in  this  hundred 
were  dependant  on  the  Earl  of  Kent,  as  peer  of  the  realm, 
and  fubjecl  to  his  baronial  court.  Swanfcombe  was  held*  on 
fuch  conditions,  by  a  nephew  of  '  Alftan,  the  Mayor  of  London, 

*  1 1  fowlings. 

*  142  villani,  10  bordarii,  52  carrucje.     Domcf.  2  b  2. 

f  ./Ecclefiam  hujus  manerii  tenet  epifcopus  de  Roveceftre,  et  valet  60  s.  eXtta 
hanc  funt  adhuc  ibi  tres  ascclefiolac.     2  b  i. 

s  De  hoc  manerio  tenent  tres  teigni  i|  folin,  et  ibi  habent  in  dsminta  tres 
Carrucas,  et  16  villanos  cum  n  bordariis.     331. 

h  Appreciatur  dominium  Teighorum  12!.     Ibid. 

1  Ofward  vifecomes  prxftitit  ea/f kjiah  Prajpofito  Lundonls,  et  mocloteifet 
Helta  Dapifer  et  Nepos  ejus.     Domef.  2  b  I.  '"''•'» 

VOL.  I.  i,  under 
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CHAP.  i.  under  the  Saxon  government,  who  continued  to  pofTefs  a  k  hall, 

1065—  or  feat  of  juftice,  for  the  confines  of  his  manour,  had  a  '  knight, 
1272 

ten  attendants,  and  a  port,  or  haven,  within  his  diftricl:.    Other 

Englishmen  continued  to  enjoy  the  cuftomary  privileges  of 
their  order  in  this  ra  neighbourhood.  Ulred,  though  occupying 
a  very  fmall  territory  in  Halley,  is  clearly,  and  decidedly,  ftated 
to  have  been  independant  of  every  Norman  knight  or  chieftain, 
and  to  be  reiponfible  to  no  other  lord  but  the  fovereign  of  the 
realm.  Adjoining  to  Amchurch,  two  other  n  freemen  ftill 
occupied  their  Saxon  lands,  were  clafled  among  the  °  higher 
ranks,  though  like  many  p  Norman  knights  connected  with 
the  jurifdiclion  or  court  of  a  fuperior  vafTal.  South-fleet,  Stone, 
Facombe,  and  Long-field  were  annexed  to  the  bifhopric  of 
RocheAer,  and  yielded  a  revenue  of  fixty  pounds.  There 
were  confiderable  diftricls  in  Lullingfton,  Forningham,  and 
Darent,  which  were  prefeuted  to  q  William,  by  the  Earl  of 
Kent,  moft  probably  for  the  enlargement  of  the  royal  forefts. 

Therham  or  Wefterham  hundred  completed  the  lath  of 
Sutton,  except  the  portions  poflefled  by  Richard  of  Tunbridge. 

*  Sextn  Pifcaria  qua;  fervit  ad  Hallam,  6  a  r— et  de  Sylvahujus  manerii.    Ib. 
'  Ibi  unus  miles  et  decem  fervi.     6  a  i. 

m  In  hoc  manerium  tenet  nnus  homo  viginti  acras  terne  valentes  per  ann.  55^ 
Uluret  vocatur,  nee  pertinet  ad  illud  manerium,  neque  potuit  habere  dominutn 
praster  regem.  6  a  I. 

n  Praeter  hoc  habet  Hugo  (de  Port)  duos  homines  tenentes  dimidium  folinum 
qui  poterant,  tempore  regis  Edvardi  ire  quelibetftne  licentia,  6  a  i.  The  criterion 
of  freedom,  for  villains  wandering  beyond  the  limits  of  the  manour,  were 
vagalondf. 

0  Homines  knights. 

»  In  Eifle  (the  fame  manour)  quidem  miles  habens  8  inter  fervos  et  Ancillas. 

Domef.  6  a  i. 

*  Rex  habet  d«  j{Fo  manerio^Tarent)  pro  nave  dono  epifcopi — et  Rex  habet  de 
filra.  hujus-  manerii  (Ferningeham)  quod  valet  8s.— et  Rex  habet  in  manu  fua 
quod  valet  ios.de  Lolingeftone,  6  a  i,  et  6  a  2. 

The 


Th 
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e  r  village  of  this  name,  and  one  other  hamlet,  are  the  only  CHAP.  i. 
places  whofe  value  is  recorded  in  this  Autograph,  or  of  which  IO°$— 

I  272. 

particulars  are  tranfmitted  to  us.  In  this  portion  of  Kent,  v 
there  was  a  wood  appertaining  to  a  manour  in  Surrey,  which 
the  monarch  held  under  his  immediate  domain.  This  diftricT: 
was  fituated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wefterham,  and  may 
perhaps  be  termed  the  *  Town  in  the  Wealds,  the  Wolding- 
ham  of  the  prefent  day,  which  at  that  zera  was  a  royal  foreft. 
The  reader,  in  the  progrefs  of  this  work,  will  meet  with  fre- 
quent inftances  of  hamlets,  or  inferior  jurifdiclions,  that  ap- 
pertainc  1  to  baronial  manours,  where  the  head  of  the  barony 
was  feated  in  a  different  county,  of  diftricls  in  *  Hampshire 
connected  with  Suflex,  in  Hertfordshire  with  Eflex. 

'  OISTREHAM — Oiftreham,  142  I — Scape,'  461. 

•  Rex  tenet  in  dominio  Waletone  [in  Waleton  hundred  in  cowitatu  de  Sudrie\ 
ibi  Sylva,  qua;  eft  in  Cf.'ent.  Domefday,  30  a  2 

1  Some  of  thefe  diftri<3s  were  of  confiderable  extent,  as  will  be  fliewn  in  our 
future  Hiftory  of  the  refpedlive  Counties ;  which  information  it  would  be  irre- 
gular and  improper  to  anticipate  in  the  county  of  Kent. 
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The  lath  of  Aylesford  comprehended  *  twelve  hundreds,  and  CHAP.  i. 

a  confiderable  diftricl  in  Fitz-gilbert's  Lowy  of  Tunbridge:  Io65 

1272. 
We  mall  continue  our  route  through  it,  according  to  the  efta-  \^-y^, 

blifhed  order,  commencing  with  the  north- weftern  divifion.  yL«hr. " 
1  In  the  hundred  of  b  Toltingtrow,  Meopham  and  North-fleet 
were  occupied  by  the  archbifliop  and  his  monks,  and,  like 
other  ecclefiarKcal  pofleflions,  were,  comparatively  c  produclivej 
populous,  and  well  cultivated,  abounding  with  cattle,  and  fup- 
plied  by  a  fifhery  and  mill.  Thefe  manours  were  more  valu- 
able than  the  four  villages  of  Gravefend,  Mylton,  Ludfdown, 
and  Nutftead,  which  Earl  Lewin,  and  military  tenants,  occu- 
pied under  the  Saxon  government,  and  were  transferred  to  the 
Earl  of  Kent  and  his  feudal  dependants.  d  Gravefend  was  a 
port  at  this  aera,  but  certainly  independant  of  the  city  of 
London  ;  it  poflefTed  three  feparate  jurifdiclions  in  the  reign 
of  Edward,  but  thefe  manours  were  confolidated  under  the 
Norman  monarch,  and  its  cuftody  committed  to  Fitz-ivo,  a 
knight  of  the  bifhop  of  Baieux's. 

Shammel  hundred  comprehended  e  fourteen  diftricls,  either 
held  as  different  hamlets  or  manours,  or  with  various  pro- 

'  EL ES FORD- LEST. — Tollentreu — Eflamele — Ceteham — Hov — Broteham— 
I/aurochesfel  —  Roveceftre — Meddeftane — Haiborne — Litefel  — Wachelftan — 
Tuiferde — et  Leuga  de  Tonebrige. 

;  *  TOLLENTREU. — Norfluet,  3  a  2 — Mepeham,  4b  2 — Meleftune,  7  b  r — 
Ledefdune,  7  b- 1 — Gravefham,  7  b  i— Noteftede,  7  b  i. 

e  Eftimated  at  53 1.  los. — 16  fowlings— -61  villains — 7 1  borderers — 41  ploughs 
24  rainifters  or  retainers,  &c.  For  the  whole  hundred  fee  the  Table, 

*  Ibi  aecclefia  et  una  Heda.     Hoc  manerium  fuerunt  [fuit]  tria  maneria  tem- 
pore  regis  Evardi,  Lewric  et  Ulwin  et  Godwin  tenuerunt,     Nunc  eft  in  unum. 

Domcf.  7  b  i . 

•  ESS^MELE. — Clive,  4b2 — Clive  alia,  gai — CocJeftane,   5b2 — Dani-^ 
tone,  5  b  2 — Hallinges,  5  b  2 — Fralidefberie — Cetca,  8b  2 — Heeham,  9  a  i — 
Colinge,   9  a  i — Colinges  alia,  9  a  I — Arclei,  9  a  I — Haneheft,  9  a  i — H»- 
done,  9  a  I— Meleftune,  9  a  I. 

prietors 
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CHAP.  i.  prietors  or  fub-tenants,  when  Domefday  was  compiled.  Frind- 
j°  * bury,  Hailing,  Cuckftone,  and  Dentori  were  annexed  to  the 
i  bifliopric  of  Rochefter,  Cliff  to  the  metropolitan  fee,  and  thefe 
five  hamlets  exceeded  in  f  value,  population,  and  agriculture 
the  other  villages  in  the  hundred  of  which  the  Earl  of  Kent 
was  the  baronial  pofleflbr.  If  the  extent  of  the  ecclefiaftical 
property  of  this  diocefe  had  not  been  much  diminifhed,  and 
its  property  feized  for  the  accommodation  of  g  Earl  Fitz- 
gilbert's  Lowy,  the  difference  would  have  been  confiderably 
greater ;  for  the  aflefled  eftimate  of  arable  land  was  reduced 
from  twenty  fowlinga  of  the  Saxon  computation  to  eleven  in  the 
reign  of  William.  The  burgelTes  appertaining  to  the  manour 
of  Frindbury  have  already  been  noticed  in  our  account  of 
Rochefter  h. — The  geographical  reader  that  has  previoufly 
perufed  our  introductory  Explanation,  infpedled  the  Map,  or 
examined  the  fummary  Tables,  muft  have  immediately  noticed 
that  the  portion  of  land  in  Eflex,  generally  delineated  within 
the  original  boundaries  of  this  county,  is  far  removed  from  its 
accuftomed  fcite.  As  fome  perfons  may  attempt  to  controvert 
this  point,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  enter  more  fully  into  the 
queftion,  and  attempt  to  produce  fatisfaclory  evidence  for  fuch 
pofition. 

The  land  afcribed  to  the  county  of  Kent,  fituated  on  the 
northern  fide  of  the  Thames,  is  decifively  ftated,  to  have  been 
in  the  tenancy  of  William  Peverell,  under  the  Norman  mo- 
narchy. When  we  examine  the  Records  of  Domefday  for  the 
county  of  Eflex,  we  find  immenie  pofleflions  occupied  by  this 

'  Rental  75!.  55.— 96  villains— 64  borderers— 40  ploughs— 5  churches— 130 
acres,  &c.  For  the  hundred  fee  the  table. 

*  See  Lowy  of  Tunbridge.  Quod  Richardus  tenet  in  fua  Leuga  valet  75.  et 
10  s.  &c.  5  b  2. 

k  See  Hiflory. 

/-      it 
feudal 
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feudal  chieftain,  not  only  as  peer,  and  joint  lord,  with  Robert  CH*P<  '• 
Greno,  but  as  '  fub- tenant  to  the  bifliop  of  London,  in  Barn-  J 
ftaple  hundred,  on  the  concave  more  to  Chalk. and  Higham, 
but  in  Hame  k,  a  portion  of  Becontree  hundred,  oppofite  to 
Woolwich.  Both  thefe  diftricls  were  held  by  '  Aleftan,  under 
the  Saxon  government.  Hence,  it  is  more  reafonable  to  pre- 
fume,  that  tradition,  (attending  only  to  general  information, 
and  tranfmitted  reports,  that  a  certain  moiety  in  Eflex  apper- 
tained to  fuch  noble,  and  lay  in  the  county  of  Kent)  might 
more  probably  err,,  as  to  its  fcite,  than  that  m  two  Records,  in 
this  authentic  Autograph,  collected  from  the  contemporary 
evidence  of  impannelled  juries  of  hundreds,  and  {auctioned  by 
the  authority  of  a  {hire-mote,  could  have  been  unwittingly  ad- 
mitted, or  ungroundedly  inferted.  That  n  Chalk  and  Higham 
have  their  proper  defignatiori  and  place,  no  reader  of  intelli- 
gence will  be  inclined  to  deny ;  and  that  perfon  muft  be  little 

1  Hundred  de  Bardeftapla.  Terrs  Ranulfi  Piperelli.  In  Buratenet  Serlo 
tenet  de  Ranulfo  unam  *  Hidam  quod  tenuit  Alejlan  liber  homo.  Little  Domef. 
folio  yrb.  fot.  34.  tenet  in  eapite. 

De  hoc  manerio  (Legenduna.  in-Berdeftapla)  tenet  Radulfus  de  epifcopo. 

Ibid.  9  b  r. 

k  Hund.  de  Beventreu.  Hame  tenet  Robertus  in  dominio,  &c.  De  hoc 
manerio  habet  Ranulfus  Piperellus  t  Medietatem,  et  in  damma  Roberti  reflum. 
Little  Domefday,  64  a — et  Hame  tenet  Ranulfus  in  dominio  quod  tenuit  Alejlan 
liber  homo  tempore  regis  Edvardi,  &c.  De  hoc  manerio  habet  Robertus  Greno 
Medietatem.  Lit.  Dom.  72  b.. 

1  Vide  fupra. 

"  Two  entries  Chalk  and  Higham.. 

1  Celca,  et  Hecham. 

*  This  Hide  is  interliheated,  having  been  omitted  in  the  original  Report ;  and  an 
Ulftan,  here  ftated  as  its  former  poiTefTor,  occupied  lands  adjoining  to  Higham  from 
Earl  Lewin,  whofe  tenant  is  not  ftated  in  the  Survey  of  Kent,  therefore  probably  the 
fame  perfon. 

f  They  held  in  peerage,  and  could  each  profecute  their  claim  even  in  the  domain 
of  each  other. 

converfant 
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CHAP.  i.  converfant  with  the  topographical  hiftory  of  Saxon  ages,  when 
!"$  a  military  array  was  efientially  neceflary  -for  the  protection  of 
i  property  againft  lawleis  invaders,  that  can  fuppofe  a  diftricl, 
twenty  miles  diftant  from  the  caftle  of  its  feudal  protector,  and 
fituated  on  a  navigable  river,  could  be  an  appendage  to  the 
manour  of  a  minor  thane.  From  fuch,  and  other  collateral 
confiderations,  we  entertain  little  doubt  that  this  °  Aleftan  was 
the  Mayor  of  London,  deputy  of  the  Bifliop,  and  the  Superior 
of  the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul's,  for  thefe,  like  other  p  dignified 
ecclefiaftics,  fuperintended  all  commercial  connections  in  the 
city,  had  the  cuftody  of  the  courfe  of  the  river  Thames,  and 
were  q  general  proprietors  of  the  land  recovered  from  the 
encroachments  of  the  fea  and  tide.  On  this  principle,  we  can 
cafily  account  for  that r  diftricl  in  Dartford  manour,  in  the 
hundred  of  Axtane,  which  had  been  gained  from  the  royal 
demefne.  Its  fituation  was  low,  alders  were  there  cultivated, 
and  a  mill  erefted  in  it.  Siward  the  fheriff  had  transferred  it, 
according  to  the  evidence  of  the  hundred,  to  Aleflan,  the 
bailiff  of  London,  and  probably  accordingly  to  the  eftabliflied 

»  Aleftatv  Prapofito  Lundonia;.     Domefday,  i  b  2. 

»  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Bifhop  of  Chelter,  &c.  &c.  See  Hiftory,  and 
Domef.  262  b. 

«  Hoc  *  manerium  dedit  Willielmus  rex  Willielmo  epifcopo  propterea  quod 
mare  tranjivit,  quia  in  antique  tcmpore  fuit  de  acclcfia  San&i  Pauli. 

Little  Domefday>  10  b.  a. 

'  Homines  de  hundred  teftificantur,  quqd  de  ifto  manerio  regis  ablatum  eft 
unutn  Pratum,  et  unum  Alnetum,  ct  urMmMolendiaum,  &c.  Dicunt  autem  quod 
OJward  tune  vicecomes  praflltit  ea  Aleflan  Pt aepofitio  Lundoniae,  et  modo  tenet 
Helto  Dafifer  et  Nepps  tijus.  Domef.  2  b  i. 

*  WARLEY,  in  the  hundred  of  CHAIFORD,  in  Eflfe*,  at  this  period  overflowed 
by  the  fea,  and  therefore  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  William,  Eiftnp  of  London; 
^en/eri/er  of  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  holding  pofleffions  in  Bamftaple,  Ghalford,  and 
Becontree  hundreds,  in  Eflcx,  (of  which  Ralph  Peverell  was  one  of  his  fub-tenacts,) 
lord  of  ijie  manours  of  Stepney  and  Fulham,  in  Middlefex.    See  Hid.  of  .tbofe  counties. 

cuftoms 
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cuftoms  of  the  age,  fince  Helto,  the  nephew  of  Aleftan,  and  CHAP.  i. 
fteward  *  (moft  likely  to  the  bifhop  of  London,  and  having  fuch  l 
tenancy  continued  to  him  becaufe  an  ecclefiaftic)  was  ftill  pen- 
mitted  to  hold  it  without  moleftation,  when  the  Autograph  of 
Domefday  was  compiled.  This  may  be  that  moiety  afcribed 
to  Kent,  on  the  northern  fhore  of  the  Thames,  at  the  prefent 
day,  for  the  jurifdiclion  of.Dartford  was  extenfive,  and  fuper- 
intended  by  the  *  vifcount.  Having  entered  fo  largely  in  detail 
.relative  to  this  fubjecl,  we  (hall  only  briefly  ftate,  that  the 
diftricls  not  previoufly  defcribed  in  this  hundred  appertained 
folely  to  the  Earl  of  Kent. 

In  the  hundred  of  l  Chatham  the  archbifhap  of  Canterbury, 
:and  EarlGodwin,  were  fole  proprietors  under  the  Saxon  govern - 
-inent,  to  whofe  .property  Lanfranc  and  Odo  fucceeded  in  the 
;reign  of  William.  Gtllingham,  the  diftricl:  of  the  primate, 
was  in  his  immediate  domain,  though  a  u  Norman  knight  was 
inverted  with  a  moiety  of  the  manour.  Chatham  was  farmed 
.by  Robert  Latin,  a  powerful  military  retainer  of  the  bifhop  of 
Baieux,  and  a  x  religious  foundation,  and  numerous  ecclefiaftics 
eftablifhed  there.  The  y  value  of  thefe  eftates  had  been  doubled 

*  Helto  Dapifer. 

'  Super  haec  reddit  prapofitus  vicecomiti  roos.  Domefday,  2  b  I. 

1  CETEHAM. — Gelingetiam,  3  b  i— Gdingeham,  8  a  2 — Ceteham,  8  b  2. 

Domefday. 

"  De  hoc  manerio  tenet  quidatn  Francigena  terram  ad  unam  Carrucam  et  ibl 
habet  duos  bordarios.     Quod  tenet  Francigena  valet  40  s.  Domef.  3  b  i . 

1  ./Ecclefia  et  15  fervi.     8  b  i. 

*  Tempore  regis  Edvardi  et  port  valuit  (Cetehamj  12!.  modo  15!.  et  tamen 
reddit  35!.    'Domef.  8  b  i.     Ceteham  in  totis  Valentiis,  T.  R.  E.  valuit  hoc 
manerium  15!.  quando  recepit  12!.    et  modo  23!.   et  tamen  reddit  26!.— 
I2d.  *  minus.     3  b  I. 

*  Twelve  pence  lefs,  or  loft,  "Lefan,  a  Saxon  mode  of  computation,  or  payment,, 
ftill  prevailing  in  the  midland  counties,  where  in  bargains  money  is  frequently  agreed 
to  be  returned,  and  a  certain  proof  that  Saxons  compiled  the  Survey,  reckoning  always 
Xn  laej-  rpentij— - Tpa  \x?f  tpenti j. 

VOL.  J.  M  in 
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CHAP.  i.  in  a  lefs  fpace  than  twenty  years,  if  we  make  our  eftimate 

1065—  from  the  j-aifed  rental,  or  actual  payment. 

z  Rochefter  hundred  confifted  of  only  four  places  diftinguilhed 
by  names,  but  comprizing  fix  hamlets.  The  diftrift  of  the 
archbifliop  comprehending  the  fuburbs  of  Rochefter,  and  the 
two  villages  of  Norton,  were  *  five  times  more  valuable  than 
the  other  part  of  the  hundred,  and  were  proportionally  popu- 
lous, well  cultivated,  and  b  civilized.  The  tables  will  fupply 
the  recorded  information,  that  may  be  deemed  worthy  of  at- 
tention, relative  to  c  Boftle,  annexed  to  the  bifhopric  of  Rio- 
chefter,  and  the  manours  of  Godr-ic  and  Siward,  transferred, 
to  the  Earl  Odo. 

HOO.  In  the  hundred  of  d  Hoo  two  places  only  were  defignated 
by  diftinclly  approprkte  titles,  though  containing  ievefal  fepa>- 
rate  hamlets  of  powerful  military  vafials.  To  this  diftrieT:,  Earl 
Godwin's  baronial  refidence,  particularly  denominated  the e  hall, 
had  moft  probably  given  fuch  appellation.  This  Saxon  noble 
occupied  the  whole  hundred  in  the  reign  of  Edward,  but  a 
fubordinate  f  manour  was  claimed  by  the  biihop  of  Rochefter, 
from  Odo  Earl  of  Kent,  that  fucceeded  to  fuch  pofleffions  in 

z  RovECESTftE  vel  ROCULF. — Roculf,  3b  i — Nortone,  3  b  i—  Nortone 
Vitalis,  3  b  i — Delce,  8  b  I— Delce  Anfgot,  8  b  i. 

a  Rental  io81.  ys.  8d.  estimated  at  24^  fowlings,  with  182  yeomen,  94 
cottagers,  96  ploughs. 

b  Three  churches. 

c  Borchtelle. 

*  Hov— Eftoches,  5  b  2—  Stoches,  8  b  i— Hou,  8  b  jr.   , 

'  Hou.  Sometimes  reported,  Haia,  Halla,  Hame;  hence  onr  modem  tfo 
Hough,  Hawe,  termination  of  a  furname,  Hall,  Home. 

{  Hoc  manerium  fuit  et  eft  de  epifcopatu  Rofenfi,  fed  Godwinus  Comes 
tempore  regis  Edvardi  emit  illud  de  duobus  hominibus,  qui  cum  [id]  tenebant  de 
epifcopo,  et  eo  ignorante  fa&a  eft  hjec  Venditio— Poftmodum  verb  regnantc 
Willielmo  rege  diratiocinavit  illud  Lanfrancus  archiepifcopus  contra  baiocenfeni 
epifcopum,  et  indc  eft  mode*  faifita  Rofenfis  aecclefia.  Domef.  5  b  2. 

.-O  /the 
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the  reiga  of  g  William,  as  ah  appendage  of  the  fee.  Thefe  CHAP,  i.' 
pretenfions  were  grounded  on  the  adduced  evidence,  that  this  IO^5 — 
land  had  been  purchafed  by  Earl  Godwin,  from  two  tenants  ^y^j 
of  the  hifhopric,  who  had  conveyed  fuch  premifes  to  him, 
when  they  were  vaffals  and  dependants,  not  freemen  or  chief 
proprietors.  In  coafequence  of  this  teftimony  of  the  hundred 
or  county  jury,  Lanfranc  recovered  this  portion  from  the 
powerful  Odo,  reftored  it  as  an  appendage  to  the  diocefan 
chair,  and  annexed  it  to  the  cathedral  of  Rochefter.  Hoo 
was  the  h  head  of  the  barony,  where  fubordinate  retainers  at- 
tended the  court  of  their  lord,  and  the  litigations  or  contro- 
verfies  of  inferior  jurifdiclions  were  determined.  If  the  manour 
of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  had  not  been  fubjecled  to  the  fu- 
perior  tribunal,  though  its  immediate  proprietor  was  a  peer  of 
the  realm,  it  is  impoffible  that  fuch  an  error  could  have  taken 
place,  relative  to  the  proper  occupancy  of  the  diftricl  of  Stoake. 
To  this  feudal  divifion  nine  houfes  in  Rochefter  appertained, 
and  three  Norman  chieftains  held  particular  moieties  of  the 
diftrifr,  and  had  '  knights  in  their  train  of  followers,  the  con- 
troulers  of  petty  courts. 

The  hundred  of  k  Wrotham  was  confined  to  the  precincls  wrothim. 
of  the  diftri6l  of  fimilar  denomination.     The  archbifliop  was 
its  proprietor,  and  four  feudal  chieftains  occupied  confiderable 

*  Though  agreeable  to  received  ufage  William  is  frequently  called  the  Con- 
querour  in  this  hiftory,  we  believe  there  is  not  a  {ingle  authority  throughout  the 
whole  Autograph  of  Domefday  to  countenance  fuch  a  title,  for  it  is  uniformly 
fiated  pod  quam  rex  venit  in  Angliam,  fmce  the  king  arrived  in  England. 

*  TOTOM  manerium  tempore  regis  Edvardi  valebat  6ol.  quando  epifcopus 
(Baiocenfis)  recepit  fimiliter,  et  modo  taiitimdem,  et  tamen  qui  eum  [id]  tenet 
reddit  113!.— Huic  mancrio  pertinebant  9  domus  in  Roveceftre  Civitate. 

Domef.  8  b  i. 
1  Ibi  habet  unus  horns  cjus  in  deminio.     8  b  i. 

*  BROTEHAM,  3*2. 

M  2  premifesj 
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CHAP.  i.  premifes,    within  his  manour,    the  value  and  population  of 
1065—  wjjick  are  inclU(Jed  in  the  general  value  of  the  hundred,  de- 
livered  in  the  table  of  this  lath,  except  the  moiety  annexed  to 
Tunbridge  Lowy,  which  is  referved  for  a  feparate  difcuffion. 

i*ne  hundred  of  '  Larkfield  comprehended  twenty  diftrids, 
poflefled  by  different  occupiers,  and  nearly  as  numerous  deno- 
minations.    But  there  was  no  m  manour  eminently  confpicuous 
for  its  opulence  or  population  ;  and  Aylesford,  which  William 
retained  in  his  own  cuftody  and  controuled  by  his  vifcount, 
was  far  lefs  productive  n  to  him,  than  his  three  other  towns, 
or  villages,  of  Mylton,  Dartford,  or  Fevermam.     Four,  out 
of  the  eleven,  baronial  tenants  of  the  crown  occupied  lands  in 
this  hundred ;    Lanfranc  of  Canterbury,    the  Bilhop  of  R6-  • 
chefter,  the  Earl  of  Kent,  and  Richard  Fitz-gilbert  of  Tun- 
bridge.     The  °  manorial  territory  of  Aylesford  extended  nearly 
to  Rochefter,  and  the  bifhop  of  that  fee  here  occupied  a  moiety 
of  land  in  exchange  for  that  diftricl  where  a  caftle  had  been 
creeled. — P  Woldham,  Trotifcliff,  Snodeland,  and  one  of  the. 
Mailings,  were  parts  of  the  demefne  of  the  diocefe.     Each 
had  its  church  and  minifters,  and  there  were  four  mills  under 
fuch  jurifdiclion  in  the  hundred,  and  fome  q  houfes  in  Boreham, 

•nil  lo  fri-ililj  •'&  V- 
1  LAUROCHESFEL. — Elesford,  2  b  i—  Aiglefla,  7  a  2— Metlinges,  3  a  a— 

Mellingetes,  5  b  2 — Totefclive,  5  b  I — Totintune,  7  a  2 — Efnoiland,  5  b  i — 
'Oldeham,  5  b  i — Leleburne,.7  a  i — Elentun,  7  a  i— Di&une,  7  a  i — Sifle- 
tone,  7  a  I — Pelleforde,  7  a  2 — Riefc,  7  a  2 — Ofeham,  7  a  2— Ofeham,  7  b  I 
— Efledene,  7  a  2— Eddintune,  7  a  2—  Berlihge,  7  b  i — Borham,  7  b  i. 
.  *  Mailing  of  the  archbifhop  moft  valuable,  15!.  per  ann.  (Aylesford  excepted.j 
"  Aylesford,  31!. — Mylton,  2ool. — Dartford,  Sol.  us. — Feverfliam,  Sol. 
•  De  hoc  manerio  tenet  Anfgot  juxta  Roveceftre  tantum  terrse,  quod  appre- 
ciatur  7!. — Epifcopus  etiam  de  Roveceftre  pro  Excambio  terras  in  qua  Caftellum 
fedet. 

r  Oldeham,  Totefclive,  Efnoiland,  et  Mellingetes  ipfe  epifcopus  tenet. 

Domef.  5  b  r. 
i  Epifcopus  de  Roveceftre  habet  domos  de  hoc  manerio  ct  valent  75. 

Domef.  7  b  i. 

a  hamlet 
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a  hamlet  of  Grookthorn's,  a  dependant  of  the  Earl  of  Kent.—  CHAP.  i. 
The  royal  foreft  of  William  had  been  enlarged  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood,  by  confiderable  portions  of  r  Leyborne,  Ayles,  and 
Peckham,  which  are  ftated  as  a  new  donation  of  his  uterine 
brother.  The  remaining  diftricls  appertained  to  Odo  and 
Fitz-gilbert,  whofe  knights  may  eafily  be  afcertained  by  a  re- 
ference to  the  Tables.  Crookthorn  occupied  Berling,  which 
Sbern,  the  commifTary  of  Edward,  enjoyed,  where  was  fuffi- 
cient  pafture  for  s  fifty  animals,  whether  horfes  or  oxen,  anti- 
quaries may  difagree,  probably  the  former,  fince  occupied  by 
the  royal  proveditor. 

:,-;}j.-The  hundred  of  Maidftone  was  formed  of  feven  hamlets 
or  manours.  The  place  from  whence  it  aflumed  the  name 
was  occupied  in  demefne  by  the  Primate  ;  though  three  of  his 
military  retainers  u  occupied  nearly  one  half  of  the  diftricl,  and 
the  accuftomed  fuite  of  dependants,  a  mill,  fifhery,  and  falt- 
works.  Salt,  at  this  period,  muft  have  been  an  article  of  the 
firft  neceffity,  and  importance,  when  fuch  eftablimments  for 
its  preparation  were  formed  on  the  banks  of  a  river,  at  fo  great 
a  diftance  from  the  ocean,  and  where  the  laline  quality  of  the 
fea  muft  have  been  much  reduced,  by  the  union  of  frem-water. 
The  *  monks  of  Canterbury  had  two  clients  in  the  manour, 

T  Rex  tenet  pro  novo  dono  epifcopi  (in  Leklurne)  quod  valet  243.  Dom.  731 
—Rex  8  s.  fd.  pro  novo  dono  epifcopi  in  Algkffa,  7  a  2 — Rex  habet  de  manerio 
(Pechebam  in  Litefelle  hundredo)  tres  Denas,  7  b  2. 

*  Paftura  50  animalibus,  7  b  i..;j;jl  •• 

'  MEDDESTANE — Meddeftane,  3  a  2 — Pinnedene,  6  a  2 — Bermelie,  8  b  2 — 
Bofeleu,  8  b  2 — Litelbroteham,  8  b  2 — Bichlei,  93  i- — Bermelinge,  143  2. 

"  De  hoc  manerio  tenent  de  archiepifcopo  tres  milites  quatuor  folinos,  et  ibi 
-habent  3f  carrucas  in  dominio,  et  32  villanos  cum  10  bordariis  habentes  6  car- 
Tucas  et  10  fervos,  &c.  et  2  falinas.  Dotnef.  332.' 

*  Monachi  Cantuajienfes  habent  omni  anno  de  duobus  homtnibushujus  ma- 
nerii  2o  s.  Domef.  ibid. 

who 
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CHAP.  i.  who  held  by  gavel-kind  tenure.  Farley  alfo  was  a  diftrift  of 
^5 —  the  metropolitan  fee,  which  the  archbifhop  retained  in  his 
domain,  though  the  produce  was  appropriated  probably  to  the 
fuppoft  of  the  monaftic  foundation  of  the  Holy  Trinity. — 
Thefe  villages,  for  Farley  was  then  divided,  are  ranged  amongft 
thofe  places,  which  prior  hiftorians  have  attributed  to  the 
monks,  as  tenants  in  capite,  but  the  Primate  was  doubtlefs 
their  ?  lord,  as  the  lord  of  his  knights,  and  the  peer  of  the 
realm,  for  no  monk  had  a  feat  in  the  high  national  aflembly*1 
To  corroborate  this  aflertion,  the  twenty  different  places  enu- 
merated amongft  their  pofleffions,  are  z  all  held  by  Lanfranc,-' 
as  principal  tenant,  and  from  him  •  Odo  Earl  of  Kent,  b  Richard 
of  Tunbridge,  and  c  feudal  d  military  retainers  have  inferior' 
moieties.  That  he  was  the  general  patron  of  this  foundation 
cannot  but  be  admitted,  and  that  he  was  the  prefident  of  the 
baronial  court,  where  appeals  from  their  petty  jurifdi&ions 
were  terminated,  will  not,  we  believe,  be  denied. — But  to 
refume  our  more  immediate  fubjecl — '  Farley  was  populous 
and  well  cultivated,  abounded  with  mills,  fifheries,  and  bacons, 
and  was  occupied  by  two  {  fubordinate  tenants,  independant 
of  Fitz-gilbert's  diftrid.  Boxley  was  by  far  the  moft  valuable 

T  Terra  monachorum  archiepifcopi,  4  b  2.     Terra  militum  ejus,  4  b  i. 

*  See  future  recapitulation. 

»  Hunc  folinum  (in  Horlingeborde)  tenet  epifcopus  bioccnfis  de  archiepifcopo 
ad  gabluin,  4  b  2. 

k  De  eodem  manerio  (Pecheham)  tenet  Ricardus  de  Tonebrige— neepit  archi- 
epifcopus,  4  b  2. 

4  De  terra  hujusmanerii  (Ferlaga)  tenet  Godefrid  infcuo,  4  b  2. 

*  De  manerio  (Edcfham)  tenent  duo  milites,  5  a  2. 

*  Great  Farley,  or  thearchbifliop's  Farky,  had  91  nifties,  3  mills,  6  fifheries, ' 
115  hogs,  &c. 

'  Quod  Abel  modo  tenet  61.— quod  Godefrid  9!.— quod  Ricardus  in  fua 
leuga  4!.  4  b  2. 

manour 
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manour   that  the  Earl   of  Kent   poflefled  in    this   hundred.  CHAP.  i. 
Robert  Latin  was  the  fubordinate  tenant,  but  what  may  appear  *' 
extraordinary  to  fome  readers  of  our  antient  Hiftory,  g  Helto, 
a  Saxon,  occupied  an  inferior  portion,  having  a  h  Norman  his 
domeftic  and  dependant. 

The  hundred  of  Eyhorne  was  conftituted  of  '  twenty-two 
hamlets,  or  manours,  though  fince  many  of  them  are  contained 
in  the  eighth  folio  of  Domefday,  where  not  one  hundred  is 
ftated,  we  are  lefs  certain  in  our  fcite,  than  in  any  other 
diftricl.  k  Hollingborne  and  Lenham,  the  property  of  Lan- 
franc,  and  the  abbot  of  St.  Auftin's,  were  the  moft  valuable 
villages,  whether  you  confider  their  population,  rental,  or 
agriculture.  At  '  Leeds  a  church  was  founded,  where  eighteen 
•ecclefiaftics  resided,  and  a  moiety  of  land  was  transferred  to 
-the  abbey,  for  the  portion  of  Lenham  that  Odo  had  enclofed 
in  -his  park.  Here  vines  were  cultivated,  and  five  mills  were 
occupied  by  nifties,  probably  in  gavel-kind  tenure.  The  Tables 

will  convey  particular  information. 

-»     ... 

*  Helto,  Nepos  Aleftan  Praepofiti  Lundonias.     Vid.  fupra. 

*  De  hoc  manerio  tenet  Helto  dimidium  folinufn  ct  ibi  habet  unam  carrticam 
cum  lino  bordario  et  unam  Frantigatam,  &c.  Domef.  8  b  2. 

1  HAIBORNE  vel  AIHORDE— -Bolume,  4  a  2— Hoilingborde,  4b  2 — Harri- 
ardefham,  7  b  2 — -Fereburne,  7  b  2 — Fereburne  alia,  8  a  i — Selefburne,  7  b  2 
— Fredeneftede,  7  b  2-— Efledes,  7  b  2 — Audintone,  7  b  2— Stochingberge, 
7  b  2 — Alnoitone,  7  b  2 — Sudtone,  8  a  i — Sudtone  alia,  8  a  i — Certh,  8  a  i 
— Bogelei,  8  a  I — Merlea,  8  a  i — Languelei,  8  a  i — Otringdene,  8  a  I  — 
Oteham,  8  a  r — Brunfelle,  8  a  i — Lertham,  12  a  i. 

k  Hoilingeborde,  61  villani,  16  boxdarii,  25  carrucse,  duo  molendini,  et 
>alet  30!.  4  b  :2.*-in  Lertham,  40  villani  et  7  bordarii,  18  canucae,  a  molen- 
dini et  valet  28!.  12  a  r. 

1  Efledes  ibi  acclefia  ctifi  fervi,  ibi  duo  acpendi  vineae  et  5  molini  villanorum. 

Domef.  7  b  2. 

Litefield 
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CHAP.  i.  -«  Litefield  hundred  confifted  only  of  -five  hamlets.  The 
°  ~  Pechams  were  divided  at  this  early  aera,  one  appertained  to 
the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  the  other  belonged  to  a  laical 
pofleflbr.  In  the  diftricl;  of  the  archbifliop,  a  freeholder  re- 
fided,  who  was  totally  independant  of  the  manour,  except  as 
connected  with  it  in  the  payment  of  the  national  n  land-tax. 
The  royal  foreft  extended  to  this  diftricl  ;  and  in  the  °  Stockbury 
of  this  hundred,  two  freemen  continued  to  refide  in  the  fubr 
ordinate  diftridrl  of  Fitz-tyrald.  The  circumftantial  Records 
may  be  found  in  the  Tables. 

Since  Watliilon  hundred  confifted   only  of  one   recorded 


and  Lowy  of 

.  manour,  Tudely,  and  this  was  occupied  by  Fitz-gilbert,  we 
ihall  clafs  its  value  with  the  Lowy  of  Tunbridge,  in  our 
fummary  Table  of  this  lath.  Richard  occupied  a  moiety  of 
twenty  -four  p  manours,  independant  of  q  Birling  and  Yalding, 
which  he  held  as  peer  of  the  realm.  This  land  principally 
confifted  of  woods,  or  dingles,  on  the  Ikirt  of  the  diftrift,  and 

m  LITEFELLE  —  Pecheham,  4b  2  —  Pecheham  alia,  7  b  i—  Haflow,  7!)  2— 
Eftochingeberge,  7  b  2  —  Marourde,  14  a  2. 

n  De  terra  hujus  manerii  tenet  unus  homo  archiepifcopi  dimidium  folinum,  et 
cum  his  fex  folins  (de  Pecheham)  geldabat  tempore  regis  EdVardi,  quis  [qui] 
non  pertineret  manerio  nifi  de  *  Scoto,  quia  libera  terra  erat.  Domef.  4  b  2. 

Rex  habet  de  manerio  tres  denas  [de  Pecheham.]    7  b  i. 

0  In  EftochinbeTge  tempore  regis  Edvardi  tenuerunt  duo  liberi  homines  et  rnadt 
JimUiter.  Ibid. 

'  WACHELESTAN  et  LEUGAdeToNEBRiCE.  —  Tivedele,  7  b  2—  Broteham, 
3  a  2  —  Otefort,  4  a  i  —  Elesfort,  4  a  2—  Norfluet,  3  a  2  —  ;Forningeham  et  Fer- 
lingeham,  4  a  2  —  Pecheham,  4b  2  —  Mepeham,  4b  2  —  Ferlaga,  4b2  —  Hal- 
linges,  5  b  2  —  Frandefberie,  5  b  2  —  Sudfleta,  5  b  i  —  Suinefcamp,  6  a  i  — 
Eifle,  6  a  i—  Redlege,  6  a  i—  Lafela,  6  b  2—  Leleburne,  73  i—  Aiglefla,  7  a  2 
—  Meletune,  7'b  i  —  Ledefdune,  7  b  i  —  Ofeham,  7  b  i—  Litelbroteham,  8  b  2 
Colinge,  931. 

*  Bermelinge  et  Hallinges,  14  a  2.     See  alphabetical  Table. 

•  Schot.    Tribute. 
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the  amazing  extent  of  his  chafe  may  be  tolerably  afcertained, 
by  a  reference  to  the  places  annexed,  and  examining  their 
fcite,  in  our  Map.  But  as  the  whole  of  fuch  pofleflions 
only  eftimated  at  two  fbwlings  and  a  quarter,  it  flrongly  cor- 
roborates our  opinion,  that  land  in  a  ftate  of  r  agriculture  was 
fblely  aflelTed  to  the  national  contribution. 

The  hundred  of  s  Twyford,  comprehending  nine  hamlets, 
completes  the  lath  of  Aylesford.  There  is  little  remarkable 
in  this  diftricT:  but  what  may  eafily  be  known  from  the 
Tables.  Two  '  hamlets  indeed  had  houfes  in  Rochefter,  and 
the  manour  of  u  Yalding  had  been  devaftated,  at  leaft  deprived 
of  its  cattle,  and  its  value  conflderably  reduced,  an  extra- 
ordinary circumftance  in  this  county. 

1  See  Diflertation  on  Agriculture. 

•  TUIFEROE,  Pinpa,  8  b  i  —  '  Neteftede,  8  b  z  —  '  Otringeberge,  8  b  ^  — 
Otriaberge  alia,  3  b  2—  Tcftan,  8  b  1  —  -Haintone,  13  a  i  —  Hallinges,  14  a  2. 

"  Hallinges  tempore  regis  Edvardi,  et  pofl  valuit  30!.  modo  aol.  eo  quod 
terra  vaftataeft  a  *  pecunia.  Domefday,  142.1. 

*  Value  of  all  articles  eftimated  from  cattle. 
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:    The-lath  of  *  Mylton  extended  only  to  the  hundred  fo  deno-  CHA?.  i. 
minated,  though  itfelf  divided  into  two  parts  under  the  Saxon  IO°5 

1 172. 

government,  one  moiety  of  which  was  under  the  immediate 
controul  of  the  vifcount,  as  the  officer  of  Edward,  another, 
as  the  fuper-iiitendant  of  the  Queen  Eddiva.  The  diftrict  oc- 
cupied by  the  Confeflbur  devolved  to  William,  and  Haimo  his 
fteriff  had  the  cuftody  of  it.  It  was  the  mofl  b  populous  and 
valuable  manour  of  the  county,  fupplied  by  numerous  and  pro- 
ductive c  fifheries  and  fait- works.  ^The  fherifF  had  a  d  mayor 
or  bailiff  that  acted  as  his  deputy,  collected  the  e  tolls,  received 
the  f  fines  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Weald,  when  exempted 
from  military  or  vafial  fervice,  and  rendered  a  handfome  6  pre- 
fent  to  his  fuperior  for  the  fituation.  The  h  tithes  and  churches 
of  this  manour  were  annexed  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Auftin's, 
and  if  we  may  eftimate  the  produce  of  the  hundred,  from  the 
payment  of  the  royal  domain,  were  immenfely  '  productive. 
We  referve  for  our  future  DifTertation  on  Weights  and  Mea- 

••vfiii  ").)  .Utf.t  <r  'M;;./I- '„  . : 

»  MIDDELTUNE  LEST — in  dimidio  Left  cle  Middletone  in  Mildetone  hua- 
dredo — Tuncftelle,  9  a  I — Cerce,  9  a  I — Stepedone,  93  i— Middeltune,  2b  i 
— et  Newetone  in  dimidio  Left  de  Mildetone,  14  b  i. 

b  In  hoc  manerio  trecenti  et  novem  villani  et  feptuaginta  quatuor  bordarii. 
Valebat  200 1.  ad  mime  rum.  Domef.  2  b  I. 

c  Salinae  et  32  Pifcariae. 

*  Same  denomination  as  the  Mayor  of  London,  Prxpofitus  Lundoniz,  Prx- 
pofitus Tarentefort,  Praspofitus Middeltune dat  Vice-comiti  12!.  Domef.  2b  i 
et  ^  b  2.  Praspofitus  Abbatis  Sti.  ^Edmundi.  Domef.  275 — b  2 — et  quidam 
Praspofitus  de  Abbate  nee  potuit  recedere.  Domef.  58  b  2.  Of  the  rank  of 
villains,  nor  did  the  Mayor  of  London  occupy  one  acre  of  ground  in  Middlefex, 
Surrey,  EfTex,  or  Hertfordfliire,  under  the  Saxon  government,  as  chief  proprietor, 

e  De  Theloneo  405.     2  b  2. 

f  Homines  de  Walt  reddunt  50  s.  pro  Ineuardis  et  Averis.     2  b  2. 
gjf  ftflfc 

h  jEcclefias  et  decimas  hujus  manerii  tenet  Abbatia  Sti.  Auguftini,  et  405, 
de  quataor  folinos  regis  exeunt  ei.  Domef.  2  b  2. 

,nf-44.1.  per  ann.  los.  per  folin. 

N  2  fures. 
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CHAP.  i.  fares,  the  proportionate  value  between  k  money  in  tale,  and 
1065  filver  weighed  and  refined,  though  we  curforily  may  remark, 
at  William  improved  the  coinage,  at  leaft  k  one  fifth,  by 
diminishing  the  alloy,  or  augmenting  the  weight. — The  other 
half  lath  of  Mylton,  which  we  prefume  to  have  been  fituated 
in  our  modern  Ifle  of  Sheppey,  appertained  to  the  *  dower  of 
Queen  Eddiva,  and  was  held  by  m  Siward  the  viicount  of  Ed- 
ward, and  immediate  tenant  of  every  diftricl:  in  the  B  hundred* 
We  are  not  ignorant  thaj  Queenborough  was  peculiarly  in- 
verted with  chartered  immunities,  as  a  borough,  by  Edward 
the  third,  perhaps  in  compliment  to  his  queen  Philippa,  but 
as  Eddiva  was  the  °  founder  of  the  place,  it  might  be  fo  deno- 
minated from  the  confort  of  the  Confeflbur.  In  this  diftri& 
alone  of  the  whole  county  p  dairy-agriculture  is  reported  to 
have  flourimed.  Twenty-eight  weys  of  cheefe  appertained  to 
Newton  by  eftablifhed  cuftom,  from  the  royal  manour  of 
Mylton,  and  from  nine  fowlings  in  that  moiety  of  the  hun* 
dred  a  ftill  *  greater  quantity  with  a  gavel-kind  rental  of  fifty- 
eight  millings.  Here  we  could  clearly  prove  that  gavel-kind 

tenure 

k  Tempore  rcgis  Edvardi  valebat  200 1.  ad  numerum,  et  tanrundem  quando 
Haimo  Vicecomes  recepit  et  mode  fimiliter — qui  tenet  reddit  140!.  ad  ignem  et 
ad  penfam  et  infnper  15!.  6s.  ad.  ad  numerum. 

1  Sidgar  tenuit  de  Regina  Eddid.     14  b  I. 

a  OJward  tenet  Tuneftelle,  Stepedone,  et  Tangas,  9  a  i,  et  Vicecomes  Ed- 
vardi, 2  b  i,  but  a  different  jury  here  reporting  to  the  CommJflloners  it  is 

entered — Sidrar — fame  leading  Confonants— S.  R.  D. 

6  °  /w*wHTO,J^3,\*ni!2 

"  Hundred  and  Lath  here  fynonimous. 

•  Newetone — New-tqwn. 

»  De  manerio  Mildentone  redditur  in  Newetone  una  confuetudo,  id  eft  28 
penfx  cafeorum  ;  et  de  28  folins  de  Mildentone  pertinet  in  Newetone  lol.  IDS. 
%tde  alia  parte  de  novem  folins  de  Middetone  pertinet  in  Nevitone  «•  28|  penfe 

cafeorum, 


(Tu 
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&J 


tenure  was  fubjecl  to  the  late  French  r  corve,  an  occupancy,  CHAP.  i. 
notwithftanding,  far  fuperior  to  that  of  villains,  did  we  not  I0°5 
hereby  infringe  on  our  arranged  Difiertations.     Albert  the , 
chancellor  was  tenaM  in  chief  of  this  diftridt,  in  the  reign  of 
WHliarn,  from  whofe  manour,  the  archbifhop,  Geoffrey  of  Ro- 
chefler,  and  Adam  Fitz-hubert  had  confiderable  portions. 

Having  now  furveyed  every  lath,  city,  and  borough  of  the 
county,  we  fhall  prefent  their  ftate  at  one  view,  including  the 
lath  of  Mylton  not  feparately  reported. 

cafeorum,  et  585*  de  gaWo  CK  his  novem  folinS)  et  de  bis  novem  folinis  red- 
debat  *  Sigar  fyud Mildttone  "  Averam.  Domef.  14  b  I. 

*  Confequendy  0/warJ  the  tenant  and  occupier  of  them. 
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To  thofe  readers  who  have  examined  our  ftatements,  and  CHAP.  i. 
are  unacquainted  with  the  barbarous  Latin,  in  which  thefe        ^~ 
Records  are  tranfmitted,  and  confequently  cannot  be  equally  c^v^^ 
convinced,  as  the  antiquary  who  will  compare  our  references 
with  the  text  and  our  deductions,  we  now   take  leave  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  there  is  not  one  villain,  or  s  flave  of  villains,  cal- 
culated in  this  general  Table,   that  is  not  entered  under  fuch 
title  in  this  celebrated  Autograph.     This  ftate  of  Ibciety  con- 
tinued to  exift  throughout  the  '  whole  period  which  we  have 

-  felecled  for  our  pfefent  difcuffion,  and  this  fyflem  of  flavery 
continued  to  be  exercifed  over  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  realm.     Numerous  perfons  of  this  order  of  men  were 
frequently  transferred  for  a  hawk,  a  hound,  or  a  charger  ; 
their  wives.1  and  their  children  were  the  cattle ',  or  in  modern 
language  the  chattels,  of  the  lord,  their  daughters  could  not 
have  their  marriage  u  cpnfummated  in  a  ftate  of  virginity,  and 
their,  fons  emigrating  were  vagabonds,     Since  we  are  here  in- 
fringing on  our  intended  Differtation  on  Manners  and  Cuftoms, 

•  we  mufl  forbear  farther  obfervations  on  the  fubjecl. 

Before  we  .attempt  to  calculate  the  population  of  Kent, 
it  may  be  neccflary  .to  view  more  diftindly  thofe  Norman 
knights  of  nobles,"  many  of  whom,  though  not  immediately 

^holding  of  the  crown  in  this  county,  or  members  of  iuch  high 
national  court,  as  that  aflembled  when  Lanfranc  impleaded  the 
caufe  of  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter  againft  the  powerful  brother 
of  William;  were,;nptwithfrandihg,  tenants  in  capite  in  other 
divifions  of  the  realm,;  and  here  occupied  valuable  and;  ex- 

'tcnfive  fubordinate  manours.  ,  It  may  be  neceflary  perhaps  to 
premife  a  few  obfervations  for  illuftrating  our  references,  and 
afcertaining  the  feudal  lords  of  thefe  martial  dependants,  or 
the  tenure  of  ecclefiaftical  dignitaries. 

-JftSTt;  »I>  ojijll  V.-yJV  /(j'5  iqovyo  .,'cV^  ..\  'A  :^-  > 

•  Bordarii.  '  See  Differ,  on  Laws.  "  Merchetum  exifted. 

The 
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CHAP.  i.  The  firft  folio  of  Domefday  contains  the  general  cuftoms  of 
^  tne  county;  the  fecond,  denoted  i  b  i  and  2,  the  pofleflions 
of  St.  Martin's,  of  Dover,  and  the  names  found  with  fuch 
references  defignate  the  perfons  of  its  canons  or  prebendaries. 
The  feeond  meet  is  occupied  with  a  defcription  of  Canterbury, 
the  continuation  of  the  abbey's  lands,  and  thofe  towns  which 
William  retained  in  his  own  domain,  and  the  lord  -lieutenant 
controuied  by  his  bailiff  or  deputies.  The  whole  of  the  third 
and  fourth  meets  and  firft  folio  of  the  fifth,  record  the  poffef- 
fions  of  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  his  knights,  and  eccle- 
fiaftics,  confequently  a  reference  to  fuch  pages  and  columns 
marks  their  true  baronial  lord.  .  The  fecond  fide  of  the  5th 
page,  diftinguimed  by  b,  tranfmits  the  bifhop  of  Rochefter's 
lands,  who  had  only  one  fub-tenant,  Anfchitill,  the  arch- 
deacon. The  next  fix  meets  are  wholly  filled  with  the  ex- 
tenfive  and  numerous  diftricls  of  Odo,  except  a  moiety  of  the 
fecond  column  of  the  eleventh  meet,  defignated  n.b  2,  ap- 
pertaining to  Battle-abbey,  and  therefore  any  dependant  in- 
ferted  from  6  a  i  to  1  1  b  2  proves  him  to  be  the  military  re- 
tainer or  a  favoured  ecclefiaftic  of  the  earl  of  Kent.  The 
twelfth  meet  enregifters  the  lands  of  the  mitred  abbot  of  St. 
Auguftine's,  and  his  feudal  vafials,  or  dignified  *  clerical  tenants. 
The  thirteenth  meet  contains  that  appropriate  divifiou  which 
Montfort  fuperintended  as  *  peer  of  the  realm,  and  governed 
at  his  baronial  court.  The  fourteenth  meet  comprizes  the 
whole  lands  occupied  by  Earl  Euftace,  Richard  Fitz-gilbert, 
Haimo  the  Vifcount,  and  Albert-  the  Chancellor,  as  tenants  of 
the  crown,  .  in  this  county,  though  the  whole  would  not  occupy 


1  Vital,  abbot  of  Weftminfter. 

*  Tenet  Hugo  de  Montfort  rcge,  &  habet  caput  manerii,  has  the  jurifdi£lion 
over  Ewell,  a  manor  of  Odo's,  occupied  by  Ralph  Cmoktlem.  Hugo  de  Mont- 
fort habet  caput  manerii,  et  ibi  5!  mtlinas  de  61.  II  a  2. 

one 
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one  page,  if  a  portion  of  Montfort's  was  not  added  to  them'  CHAP.  i. 
By  attending  to  thefe  general  diftinclions,  the  reader  may  eafily       $ 
difcover  the  peer  or  peers  to  whom  the  retainer  owed  fuit  or  V^Y-\J 
fervice,  and  by  printing  the  names  of  thofe  knights  in  italics, 
who  held  immediately  from  the  monarch  in  other  counties, 
we  fhall  more  accurately  learn  the   number  of  perfons  that 
may  with  propriety  be   clafled  as  relident  inhabitants.     The 
canons  and  prebendaries  of  St.  Martin's  are  difcriminated  by 
an  obelilk  affixed.     The  number  of  references  to  a  name  gives 
the  number  of  manours  or  hamlets  in  the  cuftody  or  tenancy 
of  fuch  perfon.     We  mail  confider  the  opulent  proprietors  of 
the  realm  at  large  in  a  future  appropriate  diiTertation. 
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ABEL,  4  b  2. 
ALNOD,  135  i. 

tALRED,    I  b  1—2  a  2 — II  b  I. 

ALURED,  (Miles)  9  b  i — 11  b  I. 
Alured  Dapifcr  (Miles)  9  b  I. 
ALTET  quidam,  n  b  i. 
i  b  i. 

vel  ANSCHITILL,    5  b  i, 

6  a  2,  2,  2 — 6  b  i,  i — 6  b  2,  2— 

7  a  i,  i — i  b  2 — 7  b  i — 8  b  i — 
nb  2 — 12  a  2. 

Anfgot,  6  a  i — 6  b  i — 7  a  i — 7  a  2,  2 — 

8  b  i,  1—9  a  i — 2  b  i — 4  a  2 — 
7  b  2,  2. 

ANSFRID,  12  b  i — 10  a  i — 10  a  2,  2, 
2,  2,  a — 10  b  i — 9  b  2 — ii  a  i — 
ii  a  2 — 12  b  2. 

tATHELWOLD    CAMERARIUS,    7  b  2 — 

9  b  2 — 8  b  2,  2 — i  b  2 — 10  b  2. 
BALDRIC,  (Miles)  9  b  B 
Baldwin,   I  b  2. 

BERNARD  DE  STO.  AUDOENO,   (Miles) 

9  b  i. 

Bertram,   1331. 
BLIZE,  532. 
BRAIBOWE,  HUGH,  8  b  2. 
t  BRUMAN,  Praepofitus,  2  a  2. 
Coc,  ROBERTUS,  13  b  i. 

COLUMBELLIS  DE  RANULFUS,  2  a  2 

7  a  2 — 8  b  2 — 9  a  2 — 10  a  2— 
ii  b  2,  2 — i  a  i — 12  b  i. 

CURBESPINA    DE  RANULFUS,    7  b  I, 

—8  a  2,  2 — 8  b  1—9  b  2 — 10  b 
—  ii  a  i,  i — ii  a  2,  2— ii  b  i, 

—lib  2 — 232— 10  b  2,  2 — I3a 

De  Arcis,  William,  (Miles)  3  b  2 — 9  b 


The  NAMES  of  the  NOBLES,  KNIGHTS,  MILITARY  RETAINERS, 
and  DIGNIFIED  ECCLESIASTICS,  in  the  County  of  KENT,  not 

holding  immediately  of  the  Crown,  in  this  Diftrift. 
gtii>i"aK>n)  l-.j  -^frn,n  ;, 

DE  BARBIS,  ROBERTUS,  ii  a  i. 
DE  MARIS,  RICARDUS,  10  a  i. 
DISPENSATOR,  WM.  (Miles)  332 
Durand,   i  a  I. 
EDDESHAM,  WM.  DE,  4  b  I, 1—5  a  2. 

tEDWIN,    I  b  2. 

£W<?,  Fitz-hubert,  (Miles)  9  b  I . 
FARM  AN,  (Miles)  332 

FlTZ-ANSCHITILL,    ROGER,     I  O  b  2— 

ii  b2. 

FlTZ-FULBERT,    HUGO,    IO  b  2. 
FlTZ-JEOFFREY,    WM.    I  b  2. 

FITZ-GROSSE,  WM.  13  b  2. 

FlTZ-HERBERT,    HUGH,    7  a  1—7  b  2, 
2,  2,  2 — 8  3  2,    2,    2,    2 — II  a  I. 

FITZ-HUBERT,  ADAM,  6  a  i — 6b  i — 
7  a  i — 8  a  i,  i,  i,  i,  i,  i — 8  b  i— 


8  b  2,  2  —  9  a  i,  i,  1—9  b  2—10  a 
i,  i—  10  a  2  —  ii  a  i—  12  a  2— 
931,  i,  i  —  14  b  i. 
Fitz-ivo  (Taillgeftofc)  HERBERT,  7  b  i 
7  b  2,  2,  2  —  8  a  2,  2,  2,  2  —  io  a  i 
10  a  2,  2  —  ii  a  i  —  2  a  2—9  b  2— 
13  b  i. 

FlTZ-LETARD,  OsBERN,  6  a  2  —  9  b  2,  3 

io  a  2,  2—  io  b  2  —  ii  b  i  —  ii  b  2 
4  b  i  —  ii  a  2,  2  —  12  b  i. 
tFiTz-OGER,    WM.    i  a  i  —  i  b  i— 
6  b  2,  2. 

FlTZ-RICHARD,    RALPH,    13  b  I. 

FITZ-ROBERT,  I  a  i—8  a  i  —  ii  a  i. 
FITZ-TAHUN,  WM.  io  b  i  —  8b  i. 

tFlTZ-TYD*LD,    WM.  1  b  2  —  I  a  I. 
FlTZ-TYRALD,  RALPH,  4  a  2  —  6  a  I,  I 

6  b  2  —  7  a  2,  2  —  7  b  i,  i  —  8  b  a 


FiTZ- 
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FITZ-UNSPAC,  RALPH,  4  a  2 
FITZ-WILLIAM,  HUGH,  (Miles)  gbi. 
FITZ-WILLIAM,  RICHARD,  932. 
FOLET,  WM.  4  b  i — 5  a  2. 

FULBERT,    9  b  2— IO  a  I— 10  b  2,  2— 

13  b  2. 

Gilbert,   13  b  r. 

GODEFRID  DAPIFER,  3  b  i— 4  b  i,  i 

— 4  b  2. 
Godric,  I  b  2. 
Goisfrid  (of  Rochefter)   Miles,    3  a  2— 

6ai— 6b2 — 8a2 — 12  b  2 — i4bi. 
HELTO,  6  a  i — 8  b  2 — 9  a  i — 2  b  I. 
Herald,   Fitz-ralph,  143  I. 
HERFRID,  i  a  2 — 10  b  2 — 13  b  2. 
HERVEY,  14  a  1—13  a  i — 13  b  2. 
Heft>"g>   Ernulph  e/e,    6  b  I — 9  a  j,   I— 

6  a  2. 
HUGO,  quidam,  n  a  i. 

HUMFRIDUS,    LORIPES,    131. 

LAMBERT,  2  a  2. 

LATIN,  ROBERT,    6  b  i — 7  a  2,  2— 

8  a  2,  2 — 8  b  i — 8  b  2 — 9  a  2 — 

nb  i. 

LISIEUX,  Bifhop  of,  6  b  2. 
MALA    TERRA    DE    (Fitz-maltravers) 

Goisfrid  filius,  9  b  i. 
MALGER,  6  a  2,  2,  2 — 6  b  1—43  2. 
MAMINOT,  GILBERT,  7  a  i,  i. 
MANNEVILLE,  HUGO  DE,  13  b  i. 
Manne  Brito,  1331,  I. 
MARCHERIUS,  12  b  i. 
•\Nigellus  Medicus,  I  b  2 — 3  b  I— 13  b  2. 
tNiGER,  ROBERT,  i  b  2 — i  a  r. 
ODELIN,  12  b  i. 
Odo  (Arbaliftarius)  8  a  2 — 9  a  I,  i. 


OlDELARD,    12  b  I. 

Ow,  Earl  of,  432. 

Port,  Hugh,  6  a  I,  1—7  a  2,  2—7  b  2 

9  a  2,  2,  2 — ii  a  i,  i,  1,1 — icai 

10  a  2«— 10  b  2 — 2  b  2 — n  a  I. 

tRADULFUS,    I  b  I 43  I. 

RADULFUS,  (Miles)  gb  2. 
RAYNER,  8  b  i. 

RICHARD,  (Miles)  4  a  2 — 9  b  i — to  b  r. 
ROMNEY,  ROBERT,  2  a  2,  2 — 10  b  2,  2 

— loa  i,  i,  i,  i — i  a  i — it  a  i, 

i,  i,  i. 

ROGER  DE  OSTREHAM,  133  2 — i  a  i. 
•\Sanfone,  St.   I  b  I. 
I-SEWEN,  i  b  i. 

tSlGAR,    I  b  2. 

tSlRED,    I  b  I 2  b  2. 

tTuRBAT,    I  b  2. 

Turftin  dc  Girunde,  (Fitz-rolf)   to  b  I. 
TURSTIN  TINEL,  ii  a  2 — ii  a  i,  i  — 

11  b  i,  i,  i. 

VALBADON,  RAD.  ii  b  2 — 12  b  i. 
W'tal,  (Abbot  of  Weftminfter)  12  b  2 — 

7  a  i — 10  a  i. 

tULRIC,    I  b  I. 

tl/LSTAN  (Fitz-ulwin)  i  b  2. 
WADARD,  6  a  2,  2 — 7  b  i — 10  b  i,  i 

12  b  i — ab  2. 

Walter  de  Appeville,  (Miles)  9  b  I. 
Walter  de  Doual,  6  b  2. 

tWALTER,    I  b  I. 

WALTER  FITZ-ENGELBERTI,   (Mile*) 

9  b  i. 
WESMAN,  WIBERTUS,  (Miles)  n  b  i 

9  b  i. 
WILLIAM,  13  b  1—5  a  2. 


••— £  k 
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CHAP.  i.  In  addition  then  to  the  *  eleven  Peers  of  Kent,  there  were 
1065  twenty-three  tenants  in  chief,  holding  lands  immediately  from 
,  the  crown,  in  other  diftrifts,  that  occupied  inferior  moieties 
within  this  county,  by  fubordinate  tenure.  There  were  feventy- 
feven,  diftinguifhed  by  different  titles,  of  an  inferior  rank.  Of 
thefe  hundred  proprietors,  fifteen  are  particularly  {tiled  b; knights, 
and  twenty-one  were  c  canons,  prebendaries,  or  dignified  eccle- 
fiaftics.  To  thefe  muft  be  added  twenty-one  d  knights*  not 
diftinguifhed  by  name,  ninety-four  e  efquires,  thirteen  f  thanes, 
two  g  Normans,  thirteen  h  bailiffs,  eight  '  priefts,  and  forty  - 

f  V    r         1      1  J  ^    >">':'  *" 

four  k  freeholders. 

. '    r  v  T    .    'Wit-S'llA    , 

"  Archiepifcopus  Cantuarienfis— Epifcopus  Rofeceftrenfis — Epifcopus  Baio- 
cenfis — Abbas  de  Batailge — Abbas  Sti.  Auguftini— -Abbas  de  Gand — Hugo  de 
Montfort — Comes  Euftachius — Ricardus  de  Tonebrige — Haimo  Vicecomes— 
Albertus  Capcllanus.  Domef.  2  a  2. 

h  Milites. 

e  Three  canons  of  St.  Martin's,  Sired,  Godric,  and  Sewen — 12  prebendaries. 

Domef.  2  a  2,  &  i  b  i,  et  2. 

*  Milites  3  in  Tanct,  12  a  2 — I  in  Sondreffe,  3  a  i — 4  Francigena;,  12  a  2  in 
Ciftelet — i  in  Suinefcamp,  6  a  I  —  r  in  EifTe,  6  a  i — I  in  Berham,  9  b  2—1  in 
Cildrefham,  10  a  i — i  in  Ewelle,  u  a  i — 3  in  Meddeftane,  3  a  2- — 2  in  Ede- 
fham,  3  a  2 — i  Heltonis — Servitium  i  Militis  in  Cumbe,  xob  I. 

e  Homines  6  in  communi  terra  Sti.  Martini,  2  a  2 — 2  in  Medeltane,  Ja  2— 
5  in  Efturfete,  3  b  i — 5  in  Wingeham,  3  b  2 — 3  in  Leminges,  4  a  I — i  in  Pe- 
cheham,  4  b  2 — I  in  Haftingelei,  14  a  i — 2  Hugonis  Port,  6ai,  in  Eifle— 
8  fub  illismolinisSti.  Martini— 6  cum  if  carrucis,  2  a  2 — Homo  Adam,  8  a  i 
— Homo  Adam,  8  b  I — Homo  Archiepifcopi  in  Gecham,  5  a  I— Uluret  Homo 
— Hugo  quidam,  it  a  2 — Homines  de  Walt,  $os.pro  Inewardis,  2  b  2.  There- 
fore "CO  efquires  for  i  s.  for  a  body-guard,  i.a  2. 

•  •      rr    r   n~" 

1  Teigni  tres  in  Otefort,  3  a  I — Teigm  10  in  Bedefham,  II  a  2. 

e  FrancigenainGelingeham,  3  b  i— Francigena  in  Bofeleu,  8  b  I. 

h  Canterbury,  Dover,  Sandwich,  Hythe,  Romney,  Sefaltre,  Forewic,  Ro 
chefter,  Fevermam,  Myhon,  Aylesford,    Dartford,  Newmden.     See  their  re- 
ferences. 

1  Prefbyteri  7  in  Romney,  4  a  I — i  in  Monocftune,   12  a  2. 

k  Sochemanni  14,  13  a  2—12,  1332 — 5,  13  a  2—12,  13  a  2— Faemina  So- 
chemanni,  13  b  2. 

The 
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The  monks  of  St.  Auguftine's  and  Chrift  Church,  in  Can-  CHAP.  i. 
terbury,  were  certainly  more  numerous  than  the  prebendaries  *' 
of  St.  Martin's,  and  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  Dover  could  \ 
furnifli  four  hundred  and  twenty  mariners,  if  not  containing 
a  much  greater  number  of  inhabitants.     But  as  we  are  re- 
porting facls,  not  opinions,  we  now  ftate  that  the  population 
of  Kent,  according  to  the  Record  of  Domefday,  amounted  to 
thirteen  l  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-three   mature 
males.     If  we  eftimate  five  to  a  family,  the  population,  from 
this  report,    will  amount  to  nearly  feventy  thoufand  fouls'. 
But  fince  we  are  certain  that  many  foreigners  and  troops  of 
William  refided  in  this  county,  who  are  not  recorded  in  this 
Survey,  we  might,  with  great  propriety,  augment  this  calcu- 
lation, if  not  incompatible  with  the  fyftem  that  regulates  our 
hiftory. 

With  refpe&  to  the  Saxon  Nobles  and  Thanes,  we  muft 
refer  our  readers  to  a  future  differtation  on  the  opulent  pro- 
prietors under  Edward  and  William.  The  cuftoms  of  this 
county  varied  little  from  the  general  received  ufages  of  the 

1  H  Tenants  in  Chief. 
100  Subordinate  Tenants. 
21   Knights. 
94  Efquires. 
13  Thanes. 

2  Normans. 
13  Bailiffs. 
8  Priefts. 
4.4.  Freeholders. 
1991  BurgefTes. 
1 1-27;  Minifters,  or  Retainers. 
6837  Villains. 
3512  Borderers. 

I3>773 

kingdom, 
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i.  kingdom ,  and  will  be  delivered  with  greater  precifion  and 
I272  clearnefs  when  we  examine  that  fubjeft  diftin&ly.  Gavel- 
tenure  was  certainly  not  confined  to  this  diftricl:,  nor  was 
the  honour  of  forming  the  m  van  of  an  army  in  attack,  or  the 
rear  in  a  retreat,  limited  to  the  men  of  this  county,  but  wifely 
extended  to  other  places,  whofe  inhabitants  were  beft  ac- 
quainted with  the  feat  of  war.  The  cathedrals,  caftles,  or 
palaces  within  this  diftridt  will  more  properly  be  cenfidered  in 
our  Diflertation  on  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  the  State  of  So- 
ciety, and  Commerce,  in  our  EfTays  on  Agriculture,  Trade, 
and  Ranks  and  Services.  If  we  convert  the  fbwlings  into 
fquare  miles,  we  fhall  find  them  amounting  to  little  more 
than  n  one-third  of  the  county,  probably  the  proportion  of 
cultivated  land  in  the  diftricl. 

Should  Providence  permit  us,  and  the  patronage  of  the  public 
encourage  us,  to  continue  our  refearches,  we  fhall  (hew  the 
pro°reflive  advancement  of  this  county  at  a  future  period. 
For  the  prefent  we  fhall  fummarily  conclude  this  portion  of 
our  Hiilory  with  a  few  obfervations,  and  extracted  authorities. 
The  grand  mafs  of  the  people  received  few  immunities  or 
advantages  during  this  aera  feleded  for  difcuffion.  The  cities, 
boroughs,  towns,  or  villages  that  were  not  annexed  to  the 
monarchy,  appertained  to  archbifhops,  earls,  bifhops,  or  barons, 
who  ruled  them  with  an  iron  fceptre.  The  immunities  pur- 
chafed  from  one  fovereign  were  frequently  difregarded  by  him, 
at  a  fubfequent  sera  of  his  reign,  and  always  by  his  fucceflbr. 

"  The  words  to  which  Kelham  applies  the  note,  "  the  Kentifh  men,  accordingly, 
"  at  the  battle  of  Haftings,  were  in  front  of  the  Englifh  army,  as  their  antient 
"  privilege,"  p.  158. — Refer  to  part  of  Wales,  inHerefordfhire.  Cum  exer- 
citus  in  hoftem  pergit,  ipfi  (homines  de  Arcenefeld)  per  confuetudinem  faciunt 
arantwarde,  et  in  reverfione  redrewarde.  Domef.  179  39.  Nor  is  there  any 
fuch  cuflom  relative  to  Kent  tranfmitted  in  this  period. 

»  589  fquare  miles. 

When 
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When  °  lands  and  charters  had  been  conferred  on  the  abbot  CHAP.  r. 
of  Feverfham,  by  Stephen,  Maud,  and  feveral  opulent  nobles,  I 
fuch  pofleffions  or  privileges  could  not  be  enjoyed,  till  the  third  < 
Henry  was  bribed  to  ratify  them.     The  p  city  of  Canterbury 
purchafed  its  liberties    three    times  from    this  Henry,    and 
again  redeemed  them  from  his  fuccefibr.     q  Poll-taxes,  r  quin- 
zimes,  *  fcutages,    and  other  arbitrary  aflefTments  were  uni- 
verfal,  burthenfome,  and  oppreflive,  and  '  fines  and  aids  were 
levied  by  the  vifcount,  his  bailiff  and  deputies. 

Since  the  origin  of  the  Cinque  Ports  has  been  much  con- 
troverted, we  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  by  endeavouring 
nearly  to  afcertain  the  time  when  they  received  fuch  denomi- 
nation. In  the  year  1229,  when  the  u  archbifliopric  of  Can- 

"  Abbas  de  Faverfliam  reddit  Compotum  de  25  Marcis  pro  5  palefredis,  pro 
habenda  confirmatione  regis  Johannis  de  [h]iis  qua;  habent  de  dono  regis  Ste- 
phani  &  Mattillidis  quondam  reginz  Angliz  &  Ricardi  de  Lucy  et  quinque 
aliorum,  &c.  Mag.  Rot.  123.  Kent.  Anno  1212. 

t  Adam  de  Vallibus,  et  Thomas  de  Beuveys  Gives  Cantuariae,  &c.  et  pro  fe 
et  tola  Communitate  Civitatis  praedi&ae  finem  fecerunt  cum  rege  100  marcarum, 
pro  confirmatione  hujus  regis  habenda  de  tribus  Car/is  ipfis  civibus  faclis  tempore 
regis  Henrici,  fuper  diverfis  libertatibus  eis  conceflis  tempore  ipfius  regis  Henrici, 
&c.  Mich.  Fines.  26  et  27  Edv.  ift. 

«  Taillagium  Roffe  (Rochefter)  aflifum  per  capita.  Rot.  i  a  Kanciz.  Anno 
1237. 

r  Quinzime  Doura  et  Sandwice.     Anno  1205. 

•  De  fcutagio  de  Kery  (Chrift-Church,  Canterbury)  89!.  155.  4d.  de  67  j  J 
feodis.     Mag.  Rot.  13  H.  3. 

*  Jacobus  Salvagius  debet  3  palefridos,   ut  omnes  tenentes  ecclefix  fuse  de 
Ocham  [in  Kent]  et  Capellarum  ad  eandem  ecclefiam  pertinentium  liberi  fint 
et  quieti  in  perpetuum  de  feftis  fcirarum,  et  hundredorum,  ed  de  auxiliis  vice- 
comitis,  et  omnium  baillivorum  et  miniftrorum  fuorum,  et  de  omnibus  aliis  qux 
ad  vicecomitem  vel  baillivos,  vel  miniftros  fuos  pertinent.     Mad.  vol.  I.  p.  408. 

"  Compotus  archiepifcopatus  Cantuarias  a  iS'dieJulii  anno  12  regis  ufque  ad 
ultimum  diem  Marcii  annoejufdem  13°,  &c.  etde  zol.  135.  njd.  de  Exitibus 
Portus  de  Romenel  et  de  Hee,  &c.  Summal927l.  155.5^.  Mag.  Rot.  13 
H.  3.  in  Rot.  compot.  rn  2  b. 

terbury 
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CHAP.  i.  terbury  was  vacant,  and  its  emoluments  received  by  commif- 
~  fioners  for  thq  crown,  the  port  fees  of  Romney  and  Hythe 

^•VN^  are  included  in  the  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
feven  pounds,  fifteen  millings  and  five-pei>ce  farthing,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  fee  for  little  more  than  nine  months.  Confe- 
quently  the  burgefles  of  thefe  towns  were  under  the  patronage 
of  the  fee  at  this  period,  though  the  x  five  ports  had  been  dif- 
tinguimed  even  in  the  reign  of  John.  In  the  reign  qf  Edward 
the  firft  however  they  were  totally  exempted  from  all  *  cuf- 
tomary  payment  to  the  primate,  their  barons  are  di&inguiflied 
by  name,  and  had  a  feat  in  the  national  reprefentation.  But 
as  we  are  infringing  on  our  intended  continuation,  we  muft 
defer  our  authorities  for  the  prefent.. 

,    x  Americamenta  hominum  de  quinque  Portubus  pro  Bladis  miflis  inimicis  regis 
in  Flandria.     Mag.  Rot.  i  Joh.  Rot.  56.  Kent. 

i  Confuetudo  here  and  in  Domefday  fignifies  cuftpms  tranfmitted  from  time 
immemorial,  the  foundation  of  the  Englifh  common  law. 


END  OF  THE  TOPOGRAPHICAL  DISSERTATION.. 
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CHAP.     I. 

On  the  Nature  of  the  Laws,  their  Variety ',  and  Execution,  from 
Edward  the  ConfeJJor,  to  Edward  the  Firjl,  furnamed  the 
EnglijJi  Juftinian,  a  Period  of  207  Years. 

TTNDER  every1  feudal  government,  the  military  leader  CHAP.  i. 
^-^    prefided  in  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature  ;  and,  though  ^72 
he  might  aflbciate  with  himfelf  other  chieftains,  to  exercife  the 
legiflative   power,  and   aflift  his  judgment,  by   their  united 
wifdom   and  counfel,  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  fble   right  of 
decifion,  on  all  controverted  points  b.     His  will  was  the  law. 

*  Dr.  Tucker,  dean  of  Gloucefter,  and  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  author  of  the 
Wealth  of  Nations,  are  the  only  moderns,  that  have  entertained  juft  ideas  rela- 
tive to  the  Saxon  government. 

b  Cum  hoc  ipfum  lex  fit,  quod  principi  placet,  legis  habet  vigorem.  Fleta 
in  Commentarii  Jur.  Anglic.  Procemio. 

i'  i'iij  \  .   -11   U>  '-^'t* 

VOL.  ii.  B  From 
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CHAP.  i.  From  his  decree  there  was  no  appeal c :  an  enrolled  record  of 
^      his  perfonal  verdift,  or  his  judicial  fentence,  muft  implicitly 
obeyed. 

In  the  earlieft  periods  of  this  sera,  the  high  national  court 
was  not  confined  to  a  particular  place,  nor  was  there  a  regular 
appropriate  term  for  its  feffion.  A  Saxon,  or  Norman,  prince 
had  numerous  palaces,  extenfive  domains,  and  a  fplendid  fuite 
of  noble  attendants  ;  the  moft  opulent  and  powerful  barons  of 
the  realm  were  honoured  with  the  domeftic  offices  of  his 
houmold,  and  marfhalled  in  his  train  of  followers.  He  tra- 
verfed  the  kingdom  with  a  pompous  cavalcade  of  retainers ; 
and  the  royal  prefence  was  ever  attended  by  the  moft  d  able  and 
intelligent  clerks,  the  braveft  warriors,  and  moft  diftinguifhed 
nobles.  In  whatever  diftricl:  he  fojourned,  a  council  could 
fpeedily  be  afTembled,  a  conference  of  the  moft  learned  and 
experienced  eafily  be  obtained.  Hence  the  monarchs  of  Eng- 
land frequently  decided  the  controverlies  of  their  vaffals  while 
they  made  the  e  circuit  of  their  feigneury,  whilft  they  fuccef- 

•  Regis  curia,  in  qua  ipfe  in  propria  perfona  fua,  jura  decernit,  quod  nee 
recordationi,    nee   fententize  in  ea  latx,  licet  alicui  contradicere — *Lib.  niger 
Scaccarii  tempore  Hen.  II.  Lib.  I.  c.  4. — cNemo  quidem  de  fadlis  regis  prs- 
fumat  difputare — Brafion,   Lib.  I.  c.  7.    De  legibus  &  Confuetudinibus  An- 
gliz  t- — c  De  chartis  vero  regiis  &  fa£Hs  regum,    non  debent  nee  poflunt 
juftitiarii,  nee  privatas  perfonae  difputare.     Ibid.  Lib.  II.  c.  16. 

*  De  melioribtis  &  antiquis  hominibus  totius  comitatus — Domefday,  44  b. 

•  Qui  non  veniebat  ad  fciremote,  fummonitus,  totam  terram  fuam  erga  regem 
foris  faciebat — Berkfhire  Domef.  56  b.— -Qui  non  veniebat  ter  in  anno  fine 
ammonitkme  (in  Kent)  qui  non  veniebat  ad  ftabilitronem  fylvse  emendabat  regi 
50  folidos.     Domef.  56  b.    Similar  inftances  in  almoft  every  county,  with 
various  fines. 

*  This  book,  generally  afcribed  to  Gervafe  of  Tilbnry,  is  inccmteftibly  proved,  by 
the  correft  Madox,  to  have  been  compofed  by  Richard  Nigell,  biftiop  of  London. 

Madox — Exchequer,  Vol.  II.  p.  345. 

+  This  work  was  completed  by  the  illuflrious  Bra<Son,  about  the  conclofion  of  the 
reign  of  Henry  the  Third. 

fively 
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lively  fported  in  their  widely-ranging  forefts,  or  vifited  their  CHAP.  i. 
ftately  palaces  :  but,  at  ftated  feftivals,  and  on  particular  occa-    °" 
fions, f  the  community  of  the  realm  8,  the  barons  and  knights, 
aflembled  in  general  council,  where  the  monarch  prefided  on 
his  throne,  adminiftered  juftice  to  his  fubjecls,  and  tranfafted 
fuch  important  affairs  as  demanded  greater  folemnity,  or  re- 
quired peculiar  notoriety.     Thefe  courts  were   held   at  the 
royal  palaces  of  h  Weftminfter,  Winton,  Oxford,  or  Windfor ; 
occafionally  at  Northampton,  Gloucefter,  Salifbury,  or  Wood- 
ftock;  and  fometimes  at  St.  Albans,  Dunftable,  Marlborough, 
&c.     Here  he  received  the  homage  of  his  vaflals,  on  the  grand 
feftivals  of  Chriftmas,  Eafter,  or  Whitfuntide ;  here  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  nobility,  prelates,   and  knights,   was  col- 
lected in  the  common  hall  of  their  feudal  lord,  feafted  at  his 
round  '  table,  deliberated  on  the  national  interefts,  arranged 
and  received  the  eftablimed  ordonnances  of  the  realm.     None 
but  immediate  tenants  of  the  crown  were  admitted  to  the 
prelence  of  their  feigneur,  allowed  to  participate  of  the  fbve- 
reign  controul  as  peers  and  con-vaflals,  or  confidered  as  true 

'  Communitas  pertotam  Berchefciram,  confined  folely  to  the  Thanes,  or  royal 
knights.     Vid.  Doomfday,  56  b. 

*  The  realm  confifted  of  earldoms  and  baronies — Caput  comitatus  propter 
jus  gladii  dividi  non  poteft,  vel  caput  baronia:,  caftrum,  vel  aliud  asdificiuin,  & 
hoc  ideo,  ne  fie  caput  per  plures  particulas  dividatur,  &  plura  jura  comitatuum 
&  baroniarum,  deveniant  ad  nihilum,  per  quod  deficiat  regnum,  quod  ex  comi- 
tatibus  &  baroniis  dicitur  efle  conftitutum.     Brafton,  2 — 34. 

*  Ventilata  eit  hxc  caufa  prius  ad  uuentanam  civitatem  &  poflea  in  villa  regia 
quse  vocatur  uuindifor.     Madox  Exchequer,  Vol.  I.  p.  7,  4x0  ed.     In  natali 
tenuiflet  curiam  Willielmus  apud  Glouceftre,  ad  Pafcha  apud  Winceftre,   et 
ad  Penttcoiien  apud  Londoniam.     Mad.  ibid,  quod  vide. 

1  Qui  conventuri  fint  ad  rotundam  tabulam  colloquium  habituri  cum  Lewel- 
lino.     Rym.  Feed.  Vql.  I.  p.  324. 


B  2  liege- 
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CHAP.  i. k  liege-men  of  their  chief  lord.  The  other  inhabitants  of  the 
1 272~~  k^n§dom  k*^  but  a  *  Secondary  intereft  in  the  tranfaftions  of 
'  the  royal  confutation,  and  were  prefumed  to  acquiefce  in  the 
perfons  of  their  lords  ;  they  were  amenable  alfo  to  the  awards 
and  controul  of  inferior  courts  of  judicature,  which  however 
were,  in  fome  degree,  regulated  by  the  proceedings  of  the 
fupreme  council,  at  fubfequent  periods.  Thefe  national  aflem- 
blies  were  not  only  neceflar.y  for  fupporting  the  dignity  of  the 
monarch,  fecuring  the  fidelity  of  his  fubje£ts,  preferving  the 
unity  of  the  nation,  and  eftablifhing  general  regulations  for 
the  government  of  the  realm,  but  for  the  effectual  promulga- 
tion of  their  irregular  ftatutes,  through  every  divifion  of  fuch 
an  empire,  where  few  could  read,  and  the  l  prince,  probably, 
not  write. 

It  is  by  no  means  extraordinary,  therefore,  that  the  laws 
of  England  mould  not  be  enrolled  in  a  regular  code,  but 
iliould  depend  on  traditionary  evidence,  and  tranfmitted  deci- 
fions.  Thefe  varied  in  every  diftricl.  Long  fubfequent  to  the 
conqueft,  the  realm  of  England  experienced  diftinclions,  that 
originated  in  its  heptarchical  government.  In  the  edids  of  the 

k  Law-worthy.     Pacem  regis  habentes. 

*  In  the  ever-memorable  Magna  Charta,  John  had  the  penetration  to  infert  a 
claufe  of  the  higheft  importance  to  the  commonalty,  whofe  obfervation  would 
elevate  the  people,  and  controul  his  imperious  barons.  Its  fpirit  is  this  ;  that 
•whatever  liberties  or  favours  he  conferred  on  them  as  his  vaflals,  thefe  lords 
fhould  beftow  on  their  villains.  Omnes  autem  iftas  confuetudines  prsediclas,  et 
libertates,  quas  nos  conceflimus  in  regno  noftro  tenendas,  quantum  ad  nos  per- 
tinet,  erga  noftros  omnes  de  regno  noftro,  tarn  clerici  quam  laid  obfervent,  quan- 
tum ad  fe  pertinet  erga  fuos.  Mag.  Chart.  §  60. — This  is  the  fole  claufe  that 
affects  the  body  of  the  people. 

1  Vid.  Madox  Exchequer,  Vol.  I.  7.  where  the  marks  of  William  and  his 
queen  Mathilda  are  affixed  to  an  Autograph,  in  the  archives  of  Canterbury. 
This  record  was  engrofled  in  the  year  1072,  in  the  vigour  of  the  conqueror's 
life.  And  again:  Neuftria  pia,  p.  i6.  +  Signum  Willelmi  Regis  Anglorum. 
Mad.  Vol.  I.  49- 

Confeflbr, 
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Confeflbr,  ratified  by  William,  thefe  difcriminations  are  re*  CHAP.  i. 
duced  to  three  appropriate  divifions,  m  the  Danifh,  Mercian, r 
and  Saxonic  laws.  In  the  n  eaftern  and  northern  diftrids  of 
the  kingdom,  the  Danifh  laws  prevailed,  in  the  midland  the 
Mercian,  and  in  the  weftern  and  fbuthern  counties  the  Saxon 
preponderated.  The  fines  annexed  to  the  violation  of  the 
royal  peace,  or  eftablifhed  ordormances  of  the  nation,  were 
proportioned  to  the  prefumed  civilization  of  the  °  country,  the 
refinement  of  its  inhabitants,  received  ufages,  or  prevailing 
cuftoms,  that  had  immemorially  obtained  in  that  quarter. 
Oral  teftimony,  and  eftablifhed  opinions,  fuperfeded  the  law 
of  nations,  and  the  natural  principles  of  juftice  and  equity. 
Law  was  little  defined,  and  lefs  underftood.  Tradition  flip- 
plied  fuch  precedents  as  precluded  the  neceffity  of  dry  p  reafoii- 

m  Foris-fa£lurae  regis  quse  pertinent  ad  vice  comitem>  quadraginta  folidi  In 
Merchenelega  &  L  fol  in  IPe/lfenelega,  &  de  libero  homine  qui  habet  fac  &  foe, 
&c.  4.0  Orae  in  Danelega,  &c  de  alio  homine  qui  ejufmodi  libertatem  non  habet 
Orae  xxxn.  Wilkins  leges  &  confuetudines  Willielmi,  p.  219,  §3.  In  Mer- 
chenelega, fi  quis  appellatus  fuerit  de  latrocinio,  feu  de  furto,  &  plegiatus  fuerit 
venire  ad  juftuiam,  &  fugerit  interim,  plegius  ejus  habebit  4  menfes  &  unum 
diem  ad  eum  querendum,  &  fi  pofiit  eum  invenire,  juret  fe  duodecima  manti, 
quod  tempore,  quo  eum  plegiavit,  latro  non  fuerat,  neque  per  eum  efTet  quod 
fugerit,  nee  eum  prehendere  poflit.  Tune  reddat  Catallum  &  xx  folidbs  pro 
Capite  &  iv  Denarios  ei,  qui  ceperit  ipfum  &  unum  Obolum  pro  Inquifitione 
&  XL  Sol.  Regi.  In  Weft  faxenelega  C  fol.  ad  Clamorem  pro  Capite  &  ix 
Libras  Regi,  et  in  Danelega  Foris-fa£tura  eft  vui  Libras  (xx  Solidi  pro  Capite) 
&  vii  Libras  Regi,  §  4. 

»  Vid.  Lambardes  Perambulation  of  Kent,  pag.  4,  5,  6.  4to.  London. 
1596. 

8  In  fummam  grandem  argenti  centuriata  fifco  condemnaretur,  quasdam  fti- 
licet  in  xxxvi,  quasdam  in  XLIV  fecundum  locorum  diverfitafem  &  interfec- 
lionis  frequentiam.  Dial,  de  Scac.  2  Mad.  p.  391. 

'  Non  enim  in  ratiociniis,  fed  in  multiplicibus  judiciis  excellens  fcaccarii 
fcientia  confiftit.  [Dial,  de  Scac.  per  Ric.  Epif.  Lend.  1178.  Mad.  a.  360.} 

ing, 
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CHAP.  i.  ing,  elaborate  illuftrations,  ingenious  argument,  or  defined 
1065 —  ftatutes,  in  the  realm  of  **  England  peculiarly,  fo  late  as  the 
conclufion  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  the  period  limit- 
ing our  prefent  obfervations. 

The  dictatorial  Conqueror  augmented  the  glorious  uncer- 
tainty of  the  law,  and  encreafed  the  probable  abfurdity  of  the 
decifion  of  its  judges,  by  feparating  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
courts.     Accuracy  in  inveftigation,  found  judgment,  or  wife 
verdicts,  are  little  to  be  expected  from  that  afTembly;    the 
majority  of  whofe  constituents  are  incapable  of  reading  or 
writing,  and  whofe  knowledge  is  confined  to  the  narrow  fphere 
of  fcience,  acquired  folely  by  their  own  experience,  unaflifted 
by  the  wifdom  of  ages.     But  though  r  William  wifely,  per- 
haps, fupprefled  clerical  appeals  to  ecclefiafKcal  courts  in  lay 
caufes,  his  judgment  was  certainly  defective,  if,  at  this  dark 
Eera,  he  excluded  clergymen  from  deciding  civil  points  of  con- 
troverfy.     On  interefted  principles,  or  affectionate  attachment 
to  his  Norman  followers,  fuch  conduct,  indeed,  may  be  juftifi- 
able  and  laudable  ;  for  the  clergy  alone,  dared  to  retain  any 
pofleflions  or  property  from  his  martial  bravoes,  or  vindicate 
the  fecondary  rights  of  non-re/ijling  Englishmen  to  their  here- 
ditary  eftates,    (even   when  fubmitted   to   the   controul  and 
patronage  of   the  church)    agaiuft  lordly  plunderers,  whofe 
fword  guaranteed  their  tenure.     In  this  view  alone  can  we 
account  for  fuch  conduct.     For  at  this  period,  fiich  an  indif- 
tinctive  twilight  pervaded  the  Britim  horizon,  that  the  few 

'  Sola  Anglia  ufa  eft  in  fuis  finibus  jure  non  fcripto  &  confuetudine, 
[Henricus  de  Bradton  de  Legibus  &  Confuetudinibus  Anglia;.  Lond.  1569. 
4to.  p.  i.] 

*  Mando  et  regia  authoritate  praecipio,  ut  nullus  cpifcopus,  vel  archi-diaconus, 
de  legibus  epifcopalibus  amplius  in.  hundred  placita  teneant.  [Leges  Will. 
Wilkins.  292.  an.  1085  ] 

luminaries 


THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN.  > 

luminaries,  capable   of  preceding  fplendour,  thus  loft   their  CHAP.  r. 
effecl:,  for  want  of  a  proper  medium  to  tranfrnit  their  rays;  I0°5 
and  the  dim  ftars,  whofe  feeble  beams  might  have  affiiled  the  * 
vifual  faculty,  were  thus  clouded  from  the  fight. 

But  notwithstanding  fuch  pernicious  divifion  of  the  canon  and 
civil  law,  we  find  ecclefiaftics  appointed  jufticiaries  of  the  king- 
dom, judges  of  the  circuit,  or  s  barons  of  the  exchequer,  in 
every  fucceflive  reign.  The  royal  exchequer  was  the  king's 
peculiar  court,  where  controverfies  of  every  defcription  were 
terminated.  Its  afleflbrs  not  only  examined  the  accounts  of 
the  Sheriffs,  regulated  the  revenue,  or  tried  the  fuits  of  the 
crown,  but  occafionally  fummoned  every  tenant  in  chief  to 
attend  its  bar,  as  jurors  or  defaulters,  to  determine  litigated 
queflions,  or  common  pleas,  to  anfwer  for  neglect  of  fervice, 
or  non  payment  of  fines,  aids  or  fcutages.  This  high  national 
*  council  aflembled  principally  at  Winchester,  fometimes  at 
Weftminfter,  in  the  twelfth  century  ;  and,  as  the  celebrated 
u  roll  of  Winton  tranfmitted  the  real  pofleflbrs  of  landed  pro- 
perty in  its  day,  fucceeding  ages  deemed  no  w  transfer  equally 
good,  no  fecurity  or  compact  equally  valid,  as  that  attefted 
before  this  tribunal,  and  registered  in  its  records.  Hence  an 

3  Vid.  Madox  Exchequer,  Vol.  II.  p.  312,  &c.  where  we  find,  in  the  forty- 
fecondand  forty-fifth  years  of  Henry  III.  the  abbots  of  Weftminfter,  Perfhore, 
and  Peterborough,  in  the  tranfmitted  rolls,  and  a  regular  uninterrupted  fuccef- 
fion,  from  the  bifhops  of  Baieux,  Conftance,  and  Durham,  to  thofe  of  Lin- 
coln, Ely,  and  Winchefter,  the  archdeacons  of  Poi&ou  and  Salop,  the  dean  of 
Waltham,  and  matters  Belet,  GifFard,  and  Thomas  tie  Wymundeham. 

1  Majores  quique  de  regno,  qui  familiarius  regiis  fecretis  afliftunt.  Dial,  de 
Scaccario,  Lib.  I.  c.  4. 

»  Domefday  Book. 

*  Gilebertus  de  Gillin  debet  dimidiam  marcam,  ut  fcribatur  in  magno  Rorulo, 
&c.  Prior  de  Ledes,  Henricus  Bifiet,  Abbas  de  Stanelega  debent  linguli  dimi- 
diam Maream,  multique  alii.  Mad.  i,  217. 

immenflty 
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CHAP,  i.imtneiifity  of  fines,  pafTed  for  fuch  purpofes,  are  found  in  the 

i°72~  £reat  rolk*  *n  t^ie  re*Sn  °f  ever7  prince,  who  pretended  to 
adminifter  juftice,  x  pleas  at  common  law  were  not  only  re- 
moved from  the  ?  immediate  judgment  of  the  monarch,  but 
transferred  from  the  Exchequer  to  the  z  courts  of  Common 
Pleas  and  King's  Bench.  There  is  an  exprefs  *  ftipulation  on 
this  fubjecl  in  Magna  Charta.  Previous  to  this  aera,  however, 
regular  circuits  had  been  prefcribed  to  the  judiciaries,  and 
their  route  extended  through  every  diftric~l  of  the  kingdom. 
In  the  early  part  of  his  reign,  Henry  the  Second,  with  the 
b  approbation  of  his  peers,  feparated  England  into  four  grand 
divifions,  and  appointed  five  judges  to  hold  the  affizes  in  each 
county.  In  his  twenty-fecond  year,  a  different  arrangement 
was  adopted  :  the  number c  of  circuits  was  augmented  to  fix, 
and  of  afTeiTors  reduced  to  three.  As,  on  fubjecls  of  this  na- 
ture, Hoveden's  and  Speknan's  authority  are  indifputable  ;  as 

x  Ji.-dicio  baronum  regis,  qui  placitum  temierunt.     Vid.  Domefday  2  a  i. 

*  Domini  regia  curia,  in  qua  ipfc  in  propria  perfona  jura  decernit.     Dial,  de 
Scaccario,  Lib.  I.  c.  4. 

•  The  court  of  King's  Bench,  inftituted  for  the  trial  of  criminal  caufes  only, 
took  cognizance  of  civil  fuits ;  the  plaintiff  pretending  that  the  defendant,  in 
not  doing  him  juftice,  had  been  guilty  of  fome  trefpafs  or  mifdemeanour.     The 
court  of  Exchequer,  inftituted  for  the  levying  of  the  king's  revenue,  and  for 
the  enforcing  the  payment  of  fuch  debts  only  as  were  due  to  the  king,  took 
cognizance  of  all  other  contract  debts,  the  plaintiff  alleging  that  Tie  could  not 
pay  the  king,  becaufe  the  defendant  would  not  pay  him.     Dr.  Smith's  Wealth 
of  Nations,  Vol.  III.  p.  88. 

a  Communia  placita  nan  fequantur  curiam  noftram. 

b  Confilio  archiepifcoporum,  epifcoporum,  comitum  &  baronum.  Hoveden> 
p.  590. — c  Alnod  cilt  et  fimilum  ejus.  Domef.  p.  r. 

c  Anno  1 157.  Gives  eboraci  reddunt  compotum  de  XL  Marcis  argenti,  pro 
refpe&u  ne  placitarent  extra  comitatum  fuum  donee  rex  veniret.  Mag.  Rot.  3. 
H.  2.  Mad.  i.  p.  397.  et  anno  1180.  Homines  de  Briftou  red.  comp.  de  50!. 
pro  habendo  refpe&u,  et  ne  placitent  extra  muros  villa;  fuae,  donee  rex  veniat 
in  Angliam.  Mad.  i.  p.  398. 

we 
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we  find  their  ftatement  corroborated  by  Gervafe  of  Canterbury,  CHAP.  t. 
and  ftill  more  authoritatively  afcertained  by  the  Rolls  of  the  1O°5 
Exchequer,  edited  by  Madox,  we  mall  prefent  the  antient  < 
and  modern  circuits  to  the  reader,  in  one  view. 

It  is  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  enter  into  the  controverfies 
of  lawyers,  relative  to  the  priority,  or  dignity,  of  the  different 
courts.  It  is  equally  foreign  to  pretend  to  decide  when  thefe 
jufticiers  were  firft  inftituted  to  diftribute  juftice  in  the  feveral 
circuits,  or  divifions  allotted  them ;  for  facls,  not  conjectures, 
are  the  objects  of  our  enquiry.  We  know  that  c  pleas  were 
held  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror  ;  and  there  were,  doubt- 
lefs,  f  picas  of  the  foreft,  and  pleas  of  the  crown,  equally 
with  g  common  pleas,  circuits  for  the  receipts  of  the  royal 
exchequer,  and  the  trials  of  criminal  offenders,  in  the  reigu 
of  every  fubfequent  monarch.  As  little  variation  has  taken 
place  in  this  excellent  fyftem,  even  to  the  prefent  day,  we 
mall  prefent  the  ameliorated  arrangement  of  Henry  the  Second, 
as  delivered  by  Spelman,  Hoveden,  and  Gervafe  of  Canter- 
bury, with  the  corrections  of  Madox,  and  our  modern  circuits, 
in  one  view,  to  the  reader. 

This  plan  was  arranged  at  Nottingham,  in  a  general  aflembly 
of  the  royal  barons. 

e  Vicl.  fupra  Domefday.     Placita  autem  dicimus  pxnas  pecuniarias  in  qua5 
incidunt  delinquentes. 

Dial,  dc  Scac.     Mad.  Vol.  II.  p.  210. 
f  De  placitis,  de  novis  placitis,  de  affifis  &  novis  conventionibus. 

Mad.  Vol.  I.  p.  123. 
*  Communia  placita.     Magna  Charta. 


VOL.  II.  C  MODERN 
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MODERN  CIRCUITS. 


NORFOLK. 


Buckingham,  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Cambridge,  Norfolk, 
Suffolk. 


MIDLAND    CIRCUIT. 


Northampton,    Rutland,     Lincoln,    Nottingham,    Derby, 
Leicefter,  Warwick. 


HOME    CIRCUIT. 

Hertford,  Eflex,  Kent,  Suflex,  Surrey. 

• 

OXFORD. 

Berkfhire,     Oxford,    Worcefter,     Gloucefter,     Monmouth, 
Hereford,  Shropshire,  Staffordfhire. 

WESTERN. 

Hampfhire,  Wiltfhire,  Dorfet,   Devonfhire,  Cornwall,  So- 
merfetfliire,  and  Briftol. 

NORTHERN. 

York(hire,   Durham,  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  Weft- 
moreland,  and  Lancashire. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN.  i* 

Hen.  II.  22  &  23.  1176.  magnum  Nottinghamias  concilium  CHA>'.  i.> 
adhibens  regnum  totum  in  6  divifit  partes  earumque  fingulis  tres  r' 
conftituit  juftitiarios  :  fuas  (at  nondum)  portiones  itineraturos. 
Nomina  fubfequuntur. 

Retinemus  antiquam  fcripturam. 

Hugo  de  Creifli  ~)  *  Norfolc,  Suffblc,  Cantebrigejire, 

Walterus  fil.  Robert!     ( Huntedufief,  Bedefordfire,  Bukin- 

•  h  Robertas  Mantell      Jhamjlre,  EJtfexe,  tiertef or  defer e 

~\  Lincolne/tre.  Notingham/ire,  Dere- 
Hugo  de  Gundevilla      j  . .         aj  ' 

•nr-iv  1      n  r>  j  ic     [»W"^»  Staffordefire,  wanvike/ire, 
,  Wilhelm.  fil.  Radulfi     >_"1     '  _    . 

i, -MT-Mi-  i          r>  rr  i  Nortnamfitlire^  JLeice/tre/ire 

.h  Wallielmus  Baflet 

J  (Rotelaiid  Madox) 

•  Robertas  fil.  Bernard!  1  Kent,  Surrie,  Suthantefirc, 
Richardus  Gifrard         fSuthfesea,  Berkejire, 

.  Rogerus  fil.  Reinfrai     3  Qxenifordfire 

CWillielm.  fil.  StephanH  Herefortfire,  Gloucejterjire, 
4   "S  Bertram  de  Verdun      V  Worecejterjlre^ 
'  Turflinus  fil.  Simonis  3Salopefire 

'h  Radulfus  fil.  Stephanie  Wilteftre,  Dorfetc, 
I  Willielmus  RufFus        vSumerfete,  Devon/a, 

•  Gilebertus  Pipard          j  Cornubia 

r  Robertus  de  Vallibus    1  Everwike/tre,  Richemundjire,  Lou- 
6   \ h  Radulfus  de  GlanvileVcaftre,  Coplande,  Weftmerilande, 
'  Robertus  Pikenot          jNorthumberlande,  Cumberlande 

Spelmann  Iter.     Hoveden, 
Part  II.  p.  548. 

*  Correfponding  with  Madox,  without  deviation. 
"  Barones  Scaccarii,  vid.  Mad.  2.  312. 

c  2  We 
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CHAP.  i.  We  are  not  to  imagine,  however,  that  juftice  was  admi- 
1065  niflered  with  that  integrity,  judgment,  equity,  or  '  equality, 
fo  pre-eminently  confpicuous  in  our  courts  of  judicature,  in 
the  eighteenth  century,  the  pride,  and  fecurity,  of  Englishmen. 
The  chancellor's  fituation  was  venal,  and  purchafed  for  an 
enormous  fum,  three  thoufand  and  fix  pounds,  thirteen  millings 
and  four-pence,  k  in  the  reign  of  Stephen.  John  granted  the 
chancellorfhip  for  life  to  '  Walter  de  Grey,  011  receiving  a  fine 
of  five  thoufand  marks  ;  and  m  Richard  Fitz-alured,  the  king's 
butler,  was  afleffed  in  fifteen  marks,  for  the  privilege,  and 
perquifites,  of  holding  the  pleas  of  Buckinghamfhire  jointly 
with  Ralph  Baflet. 

When  the  appointment  of  a  judge  is  conferred  on  the  higheft 
bidder,  we  may  readily  prefume  that  bribes  and  fees,  well 
applied,  will  fuperfede  the  n  verdicl  of  juftice.  This  infe- 
rence, indeed,  is  fully  justified  by  incontrovertible  evidence. 
Not  only  were  the  difpenfers  of  right  and  equity  corrupt,  but 
the  fountain  was  impure.  Before  a  °  fuit  could  be  inftituted, 
a  donum  muft  be  depofited  in  the  royal  exchequer  :  before  a 
debt  could  be  recovered,  a  p  compromife  muft  be  entered  into 

with 

'  Englifh,  not  French  equality  ;  equitable  decifion,  without  refpefl  of  perfons. 
k  Idem  Cancellarius  (Galfridusj  debet  3006!.  135.  4d.  pro  Sigillo. 

M.  Rot.  5  S-teph.  Rot.  14.     Mad.  i.  p:  62.  an.  1140. 
1  An.  1206.  7  John.     Vid.  Spelman  GlofT.  in  Voce-Cancellarius. 
m  Ricardus  filius  Alured,  Pincerna,  debet  15  marcas  argeniti,  ut  federet  cum 
Radulfo  BafTet  ad  placrta  regis. 

Mag.  Rot.  5.  Steph.  Rot.  n.  a  Buckinghamcirai     Mad.  i.. 63. 
n  Verediflum. 

0  Simon  filius  Euftachii  debet  2-  uncias  auri,  pro  habendo  re&o  de  vadio  fuo 
verfus  Willelmum  Coterell. 

An.  1189.  M.R.  i..R.  i.     Mad.  i.  427. 

'  Theophania  de  Weftland  debet  medietatem  de  212  marcis  pro  jufticiando 
Jacobunn.  6  H.  3.  Kantia.  Alexander  debet  tertiam  partem  13  marcarum  pro 

habendo 
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with  his  majefty's  barons,  what  portion  mould  be  appropriated  CHAP.  i. 
to  his  fervice  :  and  we  find  an  half,  a  third,  a  fourth,  but  Io65 

T    O*7  O 

feldom  lefs  than  a  fifth  part  of  the  whole  amount  agreed  upon. 
Sometimes  a  determinate  q  fum  was  paid,  and  a  farther  ftipu- 
lation  made,  if  the  caufe  mould  be  favourably  terminated.  Brian 
Fitz-ralph  acknowledged  himfelf  indebted  to  the  king  in  100 
marks,  for  permiffion  to  profecute  his  claim  to  the  barony  of 
Petworth,  againft  Henry  Percy,  -and  promifed  an  additional 
200  if  fuccefsful  in  his  aftion  :  for  there  was  much  uncer- 
tainty and  dilatorinefs  in  the  law  proceedings  of  this  aera,  and 
the  longeft  purfe  generally  prevailed  in  the  contefh  It  was 
frequently  neceflary  to  r  hafr.cn  its  decifion  by  a  fecond  tender 
of  money,  the  prefent  of  a  beautiful  palfrey,  charger,  or  well 
trained,  and  rapid  hawk  or  falcon.  A  rich  defendant  could 
eafily  nonfuit  a  plaintiff,  by  applying  to  the  interefted  feelings 
of  the  monarch,  who,  on  fuch  an  application,  dilpenled  with 
his  defence,  and  difmifled  the  fuit.  Such  exceptions  againfl 
• ' '  \ 

habendo  re£lo  de  illis  13  marcis.     4  Job.  Wilts.     Robertus  de  Mara  ct  uxor 
ejus  debent  quartam  partem  de  20  marcis  projufticiando  Robertum  Bloy. 

M.  R.  5.  H,  3.    Cant.  &  Hunt.     Mad.  i.  p.  452,  &cv 

'  Brianus  filius  Radulfi  debet  C  marcas,  pro  habendo  re£to  de  baronia  de 
Petewarda,  et  de  xv  militibus  feffatis  pertinentibus  ad  prxdiftam  baroniam, 
verfi's  Henricum  de  Perci.  et  fi  prxdidtam  baroniam  dirationaverit,  dabit  200 
marcas. 

Mag.  Rot.  7.  Ric.  r.  Rot.  i8b.  Sudfex.     Mad.  i.  427. 

Reddit  compotum  de  10  marcis,  Walterus  de  Burton,  ut  filius  cjus  habcat 
liberam  legem  utplacitet,  ut  habeat  judicium,  ut  habeat  reftum. 

Mad.  i.  429.  paffim,  more  than  100  inftances. 

r  Robertus  Malherbe  debet  C  libras  pro  feflinando  redlio.  Fulco  filius  Warini 
deb.  C  libr.  et  dextrarium,  pulchrum,  et  talem,  quod  non  fit  eo  melior  in 
Wallia  pro  feftinando  judicio.  Falkefius  debet  unum  ofturum  pro  feftinando 
judicio. 

i&  H.  2.  11  Job.  &  7  H.  3.     Mad.  i.  448. 

appear- 
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CHAP.  i.  appearance,  and  pleading,  are  to  be  found  in.  the  records  of 
1065—  ovcry  prince,.; from  the  fifth  year  of  s  Stephen  to  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  Henry  the  Third,  ia  confiderable  numbers.  To  give 
every  '  jnfta/ice  :that,bccurs,.  would;  be  tedious ;  but  we  ihall 
felecl  a.confpicuous  name  to  convey  a  finking  illuftration. 

Ellen  of  Pepworth,  and  her  fon,.  had  agreed  to  pay  ao 
marks  into  the  exchequer,  and  deliver  a  horle  to  king  John, 
for  permiffion  to  enquire*  whether  the  lands  of  Pepworth, 
which  Robert  Ruffel  had  forcibly  pofTefTed,  were  her  right 
and  inheritance,  by  defcent,  from  her  anceftors,  or  whether 
fhe  held  i.t  infrank-almbigne;  (i.e.  on  the  terms  of  fupporting 
two  poor  perfons  from  the  produce  or  revenue,  thence  arifing). 
In  the  mean  time,  Ruffel  had  fent  to  the  king  four  palfreys, 
(probably  of  fine  form  and.  good  action,  otherwife  their  value 
would  not  have  much  exceeded  the  fine  of  Ellen).  Influenced 
by  fuch  a  prefent,  John  inftantly  guaranteed  his  pofTeffion  of 
Pepworth  by  a  royal  charter  ;  and  the  national  rolls,  recording 
this  infamous  tranfa&ion,  and  iniquitous  alienation  of  property, 

f  Rogerus  de  Hachoufe  61.  igs.  6d.  de  fine>  ne  procederetur  ad  inquifitionem. 
Mag.  Rot.   28.  Hen.  3.  Rotla.  Notlin  &:  Dereb.     Mad.  1.451. 

1  Robertus  RufTel  reddit  compotum  de  quatuor  palefridis  pro  habenda  carta 
regis  de  *  10  virgatis  terras  cum  pertinentiis  in  Pap.pewurS,  quas  Helena  de  Pap. 
pewufS  tenuit  per  fervidum  pafcendi  in  perpetuura  fingulis  diebus  duos  pau- 
peres,  pro  anima  regis  &  antecefTorum  fuorum. 

Elena  de  PappewurS  &  Walterus  filius  ejus  debent  xk  marcas  &  unum  pale- 
fridum  pro  habenda  inquifitione,  fi  terra  de  PappewurS  unde  Robertus  Ruffel 
cos  diflaifivit,  fit  Jus  &  Hsereditas  ipfius  HeJenas  de  Anceferia,  an  ipfa  earn  tenu- 
erit  in  Elemofina  pafcendi  duos  pauperes  pro  rege:  fed  non  debent  fummoneri, 
quia  non  potuit  [erunt]  habere  inquifitionem,  propter  finem,  quern  Robertus 
Ruffel  fecit. 

Mag.  Rot.  10  J.  Rot.  9.  a  Cant.  &  Hunt.  tit.  Nova  Oblata.     Mad.  i.  517, 

*  Equal  to  400  Chelhire  acres,  equal  to  847.27  fiatute  acres. 

Vide  Differtation  on  Weights  and  Meafures. 

unequi- 
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unequivocally  ftate,  at  the  fame  time,  that  Ellen  had  a  right  CHAP.  r. 
to  thefe  lands,  by  fuch  charitable  title,  but  that  juftice  was  * 
withheld,  from  fuch  interefted  inducement. 

Under  the  u  Saxon  or  Norman  princes  it  recked  little  by 
what  claim  or  title  an  eftate  was  held  by  an  inferior  tenant. 
Land,  which  had  been  inherited  by  a  regular  fucceflion  from 
the  conqueft,  by  the  x  Levelands,  in  Weftminfter,  was  given 
to  Ofbert  Longchamp,  by  the  firft  Richard,  becaufe  five  hun- 
dred marks,  the  fine  of  Ofbert,  greatly  outweighed  their 
fixty-five.  Charters  or  liberties  were  little  regarded  -by  thefe 
monarchs,  when  their  intereft  was  concerned ;  and  their  juftices 
were  actuated  by  a  fimilar  fpirit,  and  regulated  their  pro- 
ceedings from  the  profpecl:  of  advantage  prefented  to  them. 
The  circuits  appear  to  have  been  principally  framed  to  collect: 
the  royal  revenue,  and  enrich  the  treafury  and  themfelves. 
The  barons  of  the  exchequer  frequently  received  fines  from 
both  parties  interefted,  but  the  greateft  fum  generally  pre- 
ponderated in  their  fcale  of  juftice.  The  men  of  ?  Whitby 
had  obtained  a  grant  of  liberties  from  the  abbot  and  convent, 
which  had  been  ratified  by  a  royal  charter,  and  for  which, 
doubtlefs,  they  had  paid  an  ample  confideration  :  a  fucceeding 

"  Alnold  Cilt  per  Violentiam  Heraldi  abftulit  Sto.  Martino  Merelefliam  and 
Havocheften,  pro  quibus  dedit  canonicis  iniquam  commutationem. 

Domefday,  Kent,  p.  2.  a.  2  prefumedly  the  beft  regulated  county. 
*  Vide  Mad.  i,  514. 

y  Abbas  de  Whiteby  debet  C.  Marcas,  ut  Burgenfes  de  Whitebi  non  poflent 
ttti  libertatibus  fibi  concefiis  ab  abbate  &  conventu  de  Whitebi,  et  Carlo.  Domini 
Regis  confirmatis,  donee  judicatum  fit  in  Curia  Regis,  &c.  Willelmus  Cle- 
rkus,  &c.  &  debent  80  Marcas  pro  habenda  confirmatione  de  libertatibus,  &c. 

Mag.  Rot.  i  Jeh.  Rot.  4.  Everwichfcifa. 

Sciatis,  &c.  &  quod  Carta,  quam  Burgenfes  de  Whiteby  habent,  et  qua;  eft 
contra  Dignitatem  Ecclefix  non  confirmabitur  a  nobis. 

Chart.  2.  J.  m.  16.  Mad.  i.  p.  515. 

abbot 
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CHAP.  i.  abbot  appealed  to  the  itinerant  judges,  and  tendered  one  hun- 
1065  —  dred  marks  (twenty  more  than  his  opponents)  that  the  inha- 


bitants of  the  town  might  not  enjoy  thole  privileges,  but 
judgment  be  refpited,  till  an  appeal  was  made  tp  the  king  in 
perfon,  or  his  fuperior  court.  The  abbot  prevailed,  and  the 
charter  was  annulled,  becaufe  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  his 
church. 

But  ecclefiaftics,  however  opulent,  did  not  always  prevail  ; 
their  tenants  fometimes  outbribed  them,  and  purchafed  their 
liberties.  The  prior  of  z  Spalding  had  a  controversy  with  his 
dependants  relative  to  the  fervices  they  owed  him,  and  wiflied 
to  decide  it  by  the  verdicT:  of  a  jury.  Apprehenfive  of  the 
event,  his  men  prefented  three  palfreys,  that  the  fitting  jufti- 
ciaries  might  not  permit  him  to  convicl  them  of  flavim  fervices 
by  fuch  trial,  which  is  contrary  to  the  eflablimed  ufage  and 

*  Homines  Prioris  de  Spaulling,  cle  Pincebec  &  de  Muleton  debent  tres  pale- 
fridos,  ut  Jufticiaiii  de  Banco  non  pcrmittant  Priorcm  de  Spaulling  convincere 
eos,  de  Servilibus  Confuetudinibus,  per  Juraiam,  quia  hoc  eft  contra  Affifam 
&   Confuetudinem  Anglias.    Mag.    Rot.    3.    H.   3.  Rot.  10  b.    Lincolnefcia. 
Mad.  i.  508. 

Madox  has  tranflated  this  curious  pafiagc  "  to  convift  them,  by  a  jury,  of 
"  fervile  cuftoms,  the  fame  being  contrary  to  the  aflize  and  law  of  England  ;" 
but  even  the  inaccurate  grammarians  of  that  day  would  not  make  hoc  refer  to 
an  antecedent  in  the  plural  number,  Confuetudinibus,  which  might  be  prefumed 
from  his  arrangement  of  the  words.  —  The  true  meaning  of  the  paflage  we 
prefume  to  be  this,  —  The  tenants  were  aflured  that  the  jury  would  convicl.  them, 
or  find  againft  them,  for  the  jurymen  were  *  Milites  and  Normans  probably, 
and  to  have  fuch  a  jury  was  contrary  to  the  t  ufage  of  England,  for  thefe  men 
ftiould  have  been  tried  by  their  peers,  rujlicos,  or  at  lead  half  of  the  jury  ruftics.  ' 

*  Hundreds  were  frequently  fined  for  fummoning  ruftics  on  juries,  by  the  fheriffs  ; 
as  Spelethorn  hundred,  London  and  Middlefex,  &c.     Vide  Madox  i,  546. 

+  Of  the  tenements  which  are  holden  in  gavelkinde,  there  {hall  no  battail  be  joined 
nor  grand  aflize  taken  by  12  knights,  &c.  but  by  12  men  being  tenants  in  gavelkind. 
Ufeges  of  Kent,  confirmed  21  of  Edward  ift.  Lambardes  Kent.  ed.  1596.  p.  584. 

cuftom 


THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN.  17 

cuftom  of  England.     Probably  they  obtained  their  point,  and  CHAP.  r. 
emancipated  themfelves  from  flavery.  I0^5 — 

J  272. 

When  wealth  pofleffed  fuch  omnipotent  power,  could  change 
right  into  wrong,  and  make  the  worfe  appear  the  better  caufe, 
it  became  of  little  confequence  what  was  the  nature  of  the 
laws,  fince  their  juft  execution  was  fo  fhamefully  obftru&ed. 
We  are  afiured  then,  from  better  authority  than  Matthew 
Paris's,  the  original  record,  that  judges,  or  lawyers,  could 
receive  fees  from  both  parties,  and  acT:  the  part  of  a  Janus 
bifrons  ;  that  juftice  was  venal ;  that  by  money  every  violation 
of  right  or  property  could  be  canceled  ;  by  money  a  plunderer 
could  not  only  defer,  or  efcape,  but  prevent  refponfibility  for 
his  oppreflions,  in  direct  contradiction  to  a  Magna  Charta,  and 
long  fubfequent  to  the  period  when  that  prefumed  palladium 
of  liberty  and  property  was  extorted  from  John.  Towards 
the  conclufion,  however,  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  third, 
the  immenfe  fines  for  recovery  of  debts  were  no  longer  paid 
into  the  exchequer  ;  the  denial  of  right  was  not  openly  avowed, 
or  juftice  publicly  proftituted. 

That  the  itinerant  juftices  originally  and  principally  traverfed 
the  circuits  for  the  emolument  of  the  prince,  cannot  be  eafily 
doubted,  when  we  examine  their  inftruclions,  as  delivered  by 
Braclon,  a  contemporary  author.  The  rights  even  of  the 
privileged  orders,  the  adminiftration  of  the  laws,  or  the  good 
of  the  community,  appear  only  incidentally  confidered.  Thefe 
are  the  b  outlines  of  their  directions  in  modern  language.  To 

enquire, 

1  Null!  vendemus,  negabimus,  deferemus  Reftum  aut  Juftitiam. 

b  De  valedis  &  puellis,  qui  funt  &  effe  debcnt  in  cuftodia  domini  regis,  qui 
funt,  et  qui  illos  habent,  et  per  quern,  et  quantum  terras  eorum  valent.  De 
dominabus,  qux  funt  et  efle  dcbent  de  donatione  domini  regis,  five  funt  maritatx 
five  non,  et  fi  fint  maritatas,  quibus  &  per  quern,  et  quantum  terra  illarum 

VOL.  ii.  D  valent 
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CHAP.  i.  enquire, — What  wards  appertain  to  the  royal  guardianfhip, — 
$~~  their  quality,  their  occupiers,  and  value  of  their  pofleffions  ;— 

v^v^-/  What  ladies  are  at  the  difpofal  of  the  crown — the  widows  that 
have  married  again — their  hulbands — the  perfons  who  gave 
them  away — and  the  rental  of  their  eftates ; — What  churches 
are  in  the  prefentation  of  the  king, — their  fituation — incumbents 
— and  annual  value  ; — What  honours — baronies — biftioprics — 
or  monafteries  had  lapfed  to  their  fovereign  lord,  or  infringe- 
ments been  made  on  the  crown,  the  royal  forefts,  or  demefnes. 
— They  are  then  to  examine  whether  the  ftatute  weights  and 
meafures  have  been  obferved,  or  if  any  of  his  majefty's  fer- 
vants  have  authorized  their  peculiar  favourites  to  purchafe  by 

valent  per  annum.  De  ecclefiis  quas  funt  de  advocatione  domini  regis,  quas 
ecclefia:  ilhe  funt,  et  qui  illas  habent  et  per  quern,  et  quantum  valent  per  annum. 
De  efchaetis  domini  regis,  qua:  funt,  et  quis  illas  tenet,  et  per  quod  fervitium, 
tain  de  terris  Normannorum  quam  de  aliis,  &  fi  qua;  teneantur  fine  warranto, 
capiantur  in  M.  D.  R.  De  ferjantiis.  D.  R.  quas  funt,  et  qui  illas  tenent,  et 
per  quern,  &  cujufmodi  ferjantias  illas  funt,  et  quantum  valent,  et  qua;  fervitia 
reddant.  De  purprefturis  faftis  fuper  D.  R.  five  in  terra,  five  in  mari,  five  in 
aqua  dulci,  five  infra  libertatem,  five  extra,  five  alibi  ubicunque.  De  menfuris 
fadis  &  juratis  per  regnum,  fi  fervatae  fint  ficut  provifum  fuit,  et  fi  cuftodes 
menfurarum  mercedes  ceperint  ab  aliquo,  quod  poffint  per  alias  emere,  et  per 
alias  vendere,  quod  quidem  intelligatur  de  omnibus  menfuris,  tam  ulnis,  quam 
ponderibus,  &  fi  afliza  de  latitudine  pannorum  fervata  fit,  ficut  fuit  provifum, 
et  fi  quis  denarios  ceperit  pro  pannis  contra  affifam  venditis.  De  vinis  venditis 
in  civitate,  burgis,  et  aliis  villis  mercatoriis,  ubi  vina  vendita  funt,  contra 
affifam,  et  quis  ea  vendiderit,  et  quot  dolia  per  annum,  et  per  quot  annos.  De 
vicecomite  &  aliis  ballivis  capientibus  mifericordias  pro  defaltis,  vel  pro  uthefio 
non  levato  vel  non  fecuto.  De  ufurariis  Chriftianis  mortuis  et  quis  eorum 
catalla  habuerit.  De  catallis  Judseorum  occiforum  et  vadiis  &  debitis  &  chartis. 
De  falfonariis  denariorum  &  retonforibus.  De  moneta  &  chambio,  burgla- 
toribus,  fugitivis  utlagatis,  mercatis  remotis  ab  uno  die  in  alium  fine  licentia 
D.  R.  (nifi  de  die  dominicaj  de  novis  confuetudinibus,  de  mercede  capta  pro 
blado  &  aliis  Catallis  dimittendis,  ne  caperentur  ad  caftella. 

Brafton  de  Legibus  Anglias.    Lib.  3.  tr.  2.  c.  1°. 


one, 
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one  e,  and  fell  by  another;  whether  the  Standard  meafure  of  CHAP.  i. 
cloth  and  wine  has  been  violated,  by  the  connivance  or  per- 

I  2/7  2  • 

miffion  of  officers,  and  to  what  extent. — They  are  then  to ' 
investigate  the  conduct  of  the  Sheriffs  and  bailiffs,  what  fines 
they  have  levied,  what  offenders,  houfe-breakers,  or  outlaws, 
proSecuted  or  overlooked.  But  Still  the  intereSt  of  the  king 
was  the  grand  obje6l  of  their  miffion  ;  and  there  is  not  one 
article  fpecified  for  their  attention  or  enquiry,  that  was  not 
immediately  connected  with  the  revenue.  The  ufury,  mort- 
gages, or  debts  of  JewiSh  money-lenders  JJain,  or  ChrifHan 
money-lenders  dead,  were  productive  of  great  emolument  to 
the  royal  coffers,  confequently  merited  particular  obfervation 
from  the  judges.  The  regulation  of  the  mint,  coiners  and 
clippers,  the  change  of  market-days  without  a  charter,  (unlefs 
from  Sundays,)  innovation  of  eStabliShed  cuStoms,  and  bribes 
received  by  the  wardens  of  caStles,  or  their  fervants,  for  dif- 
penSing  with  the  regular  Supply  of  corn  and  provisions  by  the 
tenants,  all  tended  to  the  income,  or  infringed  upon  the  pre- 
rogative, of  the  prince,  and  were  therefore  Subjects  for  their 
investigation. 

But  the  liberty  or  property  of  the  Subject  appear  very  little 
attended  to  in  thefe  directions  or  instructions ;  and  we  learn 
from  the  fame  refpectable  writer,  that  d  civil  fuits  principally 
appertained  to  other  courts.  For  at  thefe  periods  every  manor 
had  its  hall  or  feat  of  judicature,  where  the  petty  feffiohs  of 
the  diStrict  were  held,  and  at  which  the  lord  prefided.  To 

c  Merchant,  15  ounces  to  the  pound  ;— ^Statute,  12 ; — EnglHh  hundred, 
120,  &c.  &c.  DifT.  on  Weights  and  Meafures. 

*  A£tiones  qua;  funt  in  rem,  ficut  rei  vendicationes,  per  breve  de  re&o,  ter- 
rninari  debent  in  curia  baronum  vel  aliorum,  de  quibus  ipfe  petens  clamaverit 
tenere.  Bradlon.  Lib.  3.  cap;  7. 

D    2  this 
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CHAP.  i.  this  ccmrt-leet  or  baron,  every  tenant  mull  fue  for  right  in  all 
"  civil  actions,  and  if  jufKce  was  denied  him,  he  had  little  pro- 
fpeft  of  redrefs  from  application  to  other  courts.  For  though 
in  equity  he  might  appeal  to  the  hundred  or  county  court,  and 
in  the  time  of  Henry  the  fecond,  probably,  this  privilege  had 
been  e  occasionally  granted  to  fubordinate  tenants ;  yet,  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  the  nobles  and  barons  had  obtained  fuch 
exorbitant  power,  that  they  allowed  no  aclion  to  be  transferred 
to  a  fuperior  tribunal,  but  at  their  will,  or  unlefs,  through  in- 
ability to  redrefs  the  party  aggrieved,  or  ignorance  to  decide 
fatisfaclorily,  they  voluntarily  remitted  the  caufe  to  the  king 
in  council. 

Here  it  is  neceflary  to  difHnguim  betwixt  the  court  of  a 
knight  or  military  tenant  of  the  crown  in  chief,  and  the  fu- 
perior court  of  a  baron,  the  f  head  of  the  barony,  to  whofe 
common  hall  g  fubordinate  chieftains  reforted,  and  whofe  lord 
was  their  general  patron,  leader,  and  judge.  In  the  time  of 
the  Confeflbr,  we  are  fully  ailured  that  this  conftitution  pre- 
vailed generally  throughout  the  kingdom,  which,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  our  ancient  lawyers,  confifted  of  h  baronies.  Indeed 
we  entertain  little  doubt  that  Saxon  tythings  were  fyno- 

e  Sed  transferri  non  debet  contra  voluntatem  dominorum,  ficut  olim  fieri 
folet  per  principem.  Braclon.  Lib.  3.  cap.  7. 

1  Caput  baronias  tenet  Hugo  de  Montfort.  Kent.  Domefday.  Quod  vide. 
Alnod  Cilt  &  Brixi  Cilt  of  Weft  &  Eaft  Kent,  &c.  under  the  Saxon  govern- 
ment. 

£  Communem  Aulam.     Gr.  Domef.  322.  b. 

h  De  feodo  militari  mefuagia  capitalia  inter  cohxredesdividuntur,  nifi  capitals 
mefuagium  illud  fit  caput  comitatus  propter  jus  gladii,  quod  dividi  non  poteft, 
vel  caput  baroniae,  caftrum,  vel  aliud  aedificium,  et  hoc  ideb,  ne  fie  caput  per 
plures  particulas  dividatur,  &  plura  jura  comitatuum  et  baroniarum  deveniant 
ad  nihilum,  per  quod  deficiat  regnum,  quod  ex  comitatibus  &  baroniis  dicitur 
efle  conftitutnm.  Bra&on.  Lib.  2.  c.  34. 

nymous 
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nymous  to  manors,  '  hundreds   to  baronies,  and  counties  to  CH  A  P.I. 

earldoms.  5  ^ 

1272. 

Though  the  language  of  the  celebrated  Autograph 
Domefday  is  not  the  moft  correcT:  or  precife,  (for  the  Norman 
commiffioners  were  unacquainted  with  the  cuftoms  of  the 
country,  had  to  learn  them  from  the  natives,  and  tranfmit 
Englifh  terms  in  their  Latin  jargon,)  yet  we  can  ealily  collecl 
the  neceflary  information  from  a  particular  fcrutiny  of  the  vo- 
cabulary adopted  by  the  different  perfbns,  that  entered  the 
record.  Thus  the  fame  reporters  confider  k  hundred  and 
manor,  manor  and  hamlet,  as  fynonymous,  but  an  intel- 
ligent obferver  will  eafily  form  a  neceflary  difcrimination  by  a 
reference  to  the  context. 

In  conformity  to  our  opinion,  and  as  a  ftrong  proof  of  its. 
juftnefs,  we  find  more  frequent  difputes  in  this  authentic 
document,  between  a  baron,  or  powerful  noble,  and  his  free 
dependants,  thanes,  or  military  tenants,  whether  fuit  and 
iervice  are  due  to  him  as  their  lord,  or  as  their  patron,  than 
on  any  other  point  whatfbever.  The  evidence  of  the  hundred 
is  generally,  if  not  univerfally,  repugnant  to  the  infolent  pre- 
fumptions  of  the  Norman  tyrants,  whom  William  at  this  period 
had  endeavoured  to  reftram,  by  confirming  the  laws  of  the 
Confeflbr ;  but  their  bravoes  were  admitted  to  determine  the 
eontroverfy  by  appealing  to  the  decifion  by  '  combat,  and 

1  Manerio  de  Wi.   22.  Hundred  pertinent.     Vide  Kent. 

k;  Ad  hoc  manerium  vel  hundret  (Salford)  pertinebat  21.  Berewich,  tenebant 
totidem  taini  pro  totidem  manerits.  Gr.  Domefday.  Fol.  270. 

1  Homo  Hermeri  offert  judicium  quod  fuus  anteceflbr  habuit  omnem  confue- 
tudinem  tempore  regis  Edvardi  praeter  Soccam  San&ae  Adelredas,  et  quod  poterat 
terrain  fuam  vendere — teftatur  hundred  quod  fuus  anteceflbr  nullam  confue- 
tudinem  habuit  prarter  commendationem — ex  hoc  dederunt  vades. 

Norfolk.     Little  Domefd.     Fol.  208.— et  palTrm. 

The  pofleflions  of  this  Hermer  were  immenfe,  and  occupy  four  folio  pages.— 
Judicial  combat  was  probably  introduced  by  the  Normans. 

doubtlefs 


22  THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN. 

CHAP.  i.  doubtlefs  oftentimes  prevailed.  By  fuch  means,  the  laws  and 
~  cuftoms  of  Edward  were  violated,  annulled  or  changed, 
i  In  thefe  days  of  univerfal  rapine,  there  were  other  caufes 
alfb,  which  fubjefted  thefe  inferior  pofleflbrs,  even  of  extenlive 
diftricls,  with  their  vaflals  and  colonifts,  to  the  immediate 
controul  and  government. of  their  feudal  chieftain.  If  the 
manorial  houfe  or  manfion  was  deemed  an  infufficient  fecurity 
for  the  prote&ion  of  their  m  flocks  or  herds,  but  they  folded 
them  in  the  caitte  of  the  baron,  and  by  fuch  conduct  acknow- 
ledged his  D  protection,  thenceforward,  they  and  their  depen- 
dants became  amenable  to  the  judicature  of  the  court  of  their 
lord,  who  received  all  forfeitures  attached  to  the  violation  of 
the  laws  or  cuftoms.  By  fuch  innovations  and  changes  the 
eftablimment  was  altered,  but  we  prefume  that  we  can  adduce 
more  than  probable  evidence,  in  fupport  of  our  aflertion.i.-ul 

The  privileges  and  emoluments  refulting  from  an  indepen- 
dent court  were  confidered  fo  important  and  great  at  this  early 
aera,  that  it  is  recorded  in  Domefday,  as  a  remarkable  circum- 
ftance,  that  °  two  brothers,  who  had  each  diftincl:  manfions, 
and  the  liberty  of  changing  their  refidence,  mould  continue  to 
refide  in  the  fame  jurifdi6lion.  Thanes  or  minor  barons  ne- 
ceflarily  occupied  p  five  hydes  of  land,  muft  poflefs  a  church 

'     i-OJ.'.'.n'  '    3T3/I    •  ,   V      ' 

m  Erant  confuetudinarii  ad  faldam  antecefforis  fui,  alii  erant  liberi  prseter 
commendationem.  Little  Domefday.  273. 

Super  omnes  iftos  qui  faldam  comitis  requirebant,  habebat  comes  focam  & 
faccam.  Little  Domefd.  129. 

n  Quidam  liber  homo  hanc  terram  tenens,  et  quo  vellet  abire  valens,  fubmifit 
fe  in  Manu  Walterii  pro  defenfione  fui.  Great  Domefday.  36, 

0  Scaldefor  duo  fratres  tentierunt,  tempore  regis  Edvardi.  Unufquifque  habuit 
domum  fuam  &  tamen  manferunt  in  una  curia,  et  quo  voluerunt,  ire  potuerunt. 

Great  Domefd.     Fol.  35. 

f  Habens  quinque  hidas  terras,  ecclefiam  &  culinam,  turrim  facram  et  atrii 
j  c  Wilkins  Leg.    Anglofax.  p.  70. 

;.j -/.I  L;j..  ,  >  •.„        •  - 

and 
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and  a  tower,  a  kitchen,  and  feat  of  juftice,  and  were  the  CHAP.  i. 
prefidents  q  of  the  free-borough,  or  ty thing,  fuperintended  the 
men  of  their  divifions,  were  refponfible  for  their  conduct,  and ' 
had  at  leaft  ten  yeomen  dependant  upon  them.  Their  courts 
(where  the  fuits  of  the  diftricl  were  determined)  were  the 
general r  receptacle  for  the  cattle  of  the  village,  or  hamlet, 
and  confifted  of  an  extenfive  inclofure,  round  the  manfion- 
houfe  of  the  lord,  formed  of  a  fpecies  of  s  wicker-work,  or 
paling  of  fhingles.  Such  was  the  court-leet,  or  view  of  frank- 
pledge,  which  each  tenant  regularly  attended  every  third 
week  '.  That  fuch  inferior  manors  exifted,  numerous  proofs 
are  to  be  adduced  from  Domefday,  and  doubtlefs  they  had  their 
own  huftings,  courts-leet,  or  houfes  of  decifion,  though  its 
lord  was  the  u  client  of  a  more  powerful  noble.  Thus  in  the 
hundred  of  x  Salford  (in  Lancafhire)  twenty-one  hamlets  were 
occupied  by  as  many  thanes,  and  poflefled  manorial  privileges  ; 
and  in  Yorkfhire,  y  Wallef  had  a  common-hall,  to  which 

thirteen  fubordinate  chieftains  reforted.     Thus  were  the  petty 

'   •  •)  * • '  -.<'''  t •  '  »  .  *  •   . i  • 

•  ;  i . ,  i  i ,    -  •'   i  ',:•••  'j ' , 

»   Ipfe  capitalis  Frithborgi.     Hoveden,    p.  605.     Ad    re£titudinem   novem 
habcrent  decimum.     Ibid. 

*  Faldam.     Domefday  paflim. 

'  Silva  ad  claufuram.     Domefday  paflim. 

Materiem  invenit  ad  imam  domum  60  pedum  &  virgas  ad  curiam  circa domum. 

Great  Domefday.     Fol.  205. 

1  Qiierge  le  fein  per  agard  de  fa  court  ds  tres  femeynes  en  tres  femeynes. 

Charter  of  the  Ufages  of  Kent.     Lambard,    p.  581,    410. 

*  Alviet  liber  homo  commendatus  Alfio  Nepoti'Comitis  Radulfi  30  acras  tenuit 
pro  manerio  T.  R.  E.  322  a. 

1  Ad  hoc  manerium  velhundret  pertintbant  21  Berewich.     Tenebant  totidern 
taini  pro  totidem  maneriis.     G.  D.  270. 

*  In  hallun  habebat  Wallef  communem  aulam,  funt  16  Berewitae  pertinentes 
manerio.     322.  b. 

tyrants 
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CHAP.  i.  tyrants  of  the  realm  z  fubdivided,  they  ruled  the  a  diftricl:  of 
"their  villa  with  andiron  .power,  and  were  matters  of  all  per- 

I  —  /  2. 

'fans  and  property  within  the  precincts  of  their  domain.  That 
manours  had  their  hall  or  court  of  juftice  can  be  little  doubted, 
fince  it  is  recorded  as  a  peculiar  circumftance,  that  many 
manors  had  no  hall;  and  if  all  manors  had  their  peculiar 
jurifdi&ion,  we  muft  allow  that  not  only  military  tenants, 
thanes  b,  or  radmans,  but  even  free-men,  free-holders,  or,  .in 
modern  language,  gentlemen,  had  their  fubordinate  courts,  at 
leaft  in  the  county  of  Lancafter,  though  thefe  great  men  built 
the  royal  palaces,  and  performed  villains  fervices  in  the  clays 
of  the  Confeffor.  But  we  (hall  difcufs  the  gradation  of  ranks 
more  fully  in  another  place. 

When  villages,  hamlets,  or  their  proprietors  had  a  contro- 
verfy,  the  fuit  was  then  referred  to  a  higher  court,  from  a 
petty  jury  of  nifties  tb  a  grand  jury  of  knights  or  efquires, 
affembled  in  the  hall  of  the  chief  baron. .  We  have  not 
much  hefitation  in  afcribing  the  origin  of  hundred  courts  to 
thefe  baronial  courts,  fince  c  Braclon  aflures  us  that  the  king- 
dom is  compofed  of  earldoms  and  baronies,  (counties  and  hun- 
dreds,) fince  in  the  thirteenth  century  a  lint  between  the  men 

z  Sub-commendatus  Anteceflbri  Malet.     322  a  Domefday. 
*  Si  autem  ex  native  unius  et  ex  nativa  alterius,  tune  refert  in  cujus  villenagio. 

Bracton.     Lib.  I.  c.  6. 
b  Manerium  in  ternuce  fine  haula.  308.  Great  Domefday.     Vide  Kent. 

Tres  taini  tenebant  alretune  pro  tribus  maneriis  et  quatuor  radmans  tenebant 
cildewelle  pro  quatuor  maneriis.  In  Lailand  12  Carucata;  Terra;  quas  tenebant 
1 2  Homines  liberi  pro  totidem  maneriis.  G.  D.  270. 

Taini  de  Derbei  (hundret)  faciebant  domos  regis  ficut  villani. 

G.  D.  269.  b. 

c  Vide  fupra. 

or 
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of  d  Litton  and  Bilfdon  is  referred  to  an  hallmote  :   even  at  CHAP, 
the  prefent  day  the  county  of  Weftmoreland  is  divided  into        ~ 
two  baronies,  and  Kent  has  two  grand  juries. 

Under  the  Saxon  monarchs  %  earls  certainly  ppflefled  a 
fpecies  of  fubordinate  principality,  and  received  part  of  the 
emoluments  of  the  revenue  of  the  county,  independant  of  that 
hundred  over  which  they  peculiarly  prefided.  This  ufage  ftill 
continued,  fubfequent  to  the  conquer}.,  in  thofe  fhires  which 
were  committed  to  favourite  commanders,  with  unlimited 
powers,  who  held  it  by  the  right  of  the  fword  f,  and  were 
inverted  with  the  liberties  of  their  predeceflbrs.  Thus  the  earl 
of  Moreton's  agents  g  received  thirty  pence  from  each  village 
of  the  county  of  Devon,  independent  of  the  cuftoms  of  his 
appropriate  hundred.  But  at  this  turbulent  and  diforganizing 
period,  the  eftablifhed  fyftem  was  relinquimed  or  abolifhed. 
The  minifters  of  the  monarch  controuled  the  privilege  and 
jurifdi&ion  of  the  military  officer,  and  vifcounts,  or  meriffs, 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  prince,  and  receivers  of  his  revenue, 
were  the  general  magiftrates  of  the  county,  and  prefidents  of 
its  court.  Thefe  were  immediately  appointed  by  the  king, 
w^re  wardens  of  the  royal  demefnes,  aflefled  the  value  of  the 
towns,  villages,  and  manors,  collected  the  fines  of  hundreds,  and 
fuperintended  all  criminal  offences  and  punimments.  But  it 
appears  highly  probable  that  commiffioners  were  appointed  by 

*  Homines  de  Lechton  x  Marcas  pro  habenda  inquifitione  per  proxima  halli- 
motta  &  per  iegales  milites  &  alios  homines  de  vifneto,  quas  confuetudines  ipfi 
fecerint  tempore  Henrici  Regis  Patris.    M.  R.  4  John.  Rot.  2.  b.  Mad.  1.437. 
etde  finibus  de  halimot  inmaneriis.  Mad.  i.  720. 

De  22  hundredis  manerio  Wi  pertinentibus,  &  Kent  Hiftory  paffim. 

*  Gopl  or  Scypman.     Lambard.    502. 
f  Jure  Gladii.     Bradlon  fupra. 

*  Homines  comitis  Moreton  habent  30  denarios  de  unaquaq;  villa  comitatus 
&  confuetudinem  hundiet.  Great  Domefday,  100.  b. 

VOL,  ii.  s  the 
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CHAP.  i.  the  royal  mandate,  at  a  very  early  period  fubfequent  to  the 
5  conqueft,  to  regulate  all  civil  controverfies,  and  all  claims  re- 
e  to  landed  property.  When  the  book  of  Domefday  was 
compiled,  the  nobles  that  formed  the  furvey,  were  certainly 
inverted  with  fuch  powers,  decided  on  many  appeals,  and  were 
attended  h  by  juries  both  of  the  county  and  hundred.  National 
courts  had  certainly  been  held  in  various  diftricls  previous  to 
this  aera ;  for  we  find  Ulftan  afferting  his  right  to  an  eftate  by 
the  decifion  of  queen  Matilda,  four  vifcounts,  and  the  tefti- 
mony  of  the  county  of  Warwick.  But  a  century  elapfed  be- 
fore we  can  decifively  pronounce,  that  a  jurifdiclion  exifted 
independent  of  the  controul  of  the  vifcounts  or  Sheriffs,  except 
when  the  monarch,  or  his  confort,  perfonally  vifited  the  county: 
In  the  twentieth  year  of  the  fecond  Henry,  however,  we  find 
juttices  in  Eyre,  where  Sheriffs  are  not  inferted,  and  a  diSlinc- 
tion  eSlabliShed  relative  to  their  offices.  When  the  Sheriff  and 
conStable  were  included  under  the  fame  commiffion  with  the 
judges,  they  form  an  aflize ; '  but  wherever  Ralph  Glanville, 
or  Hugh  de  Crefil,  hold  their  courts,  new  pleas  are  instituted. 
Whether  this  difcrimination  was  univerfally  made,  we  will 
not  prefume  to  determine  ;  but  that  it  generally  prevailed,  can 

/   '7. :  t 
h  De  melioribus  &  antiquij  hominibus  totius  comitatus  &  hundred. 

Domefday,  44  b, 

Ulftan  epifcopus  dicit  fe  hanc  terrain  deplacitafle  coram  regina  Mathilde  in 
prasfentia  quatuor  vicecomitatuum  &  inde  habet  breve  regis  Willelmi  &  tefti- 
inonium  comitatus  Warwicenfis.  Domefday,.  238  b. 

1  Ralph  Fitz-flephen,  Alured  de  Lincoln,  Richard  de  Wilton,  William  Fitz- 
lalph,  Robert  Mantell,  Alard  Banaftre,  William  Guy  a  foreigner,  William' 
Braiofe,  and  Hugh  Gundeville,  are  fheriffs  of  different  counties,  and  form, 
•with  other  commiflioners,  an  aflize:  in  the  fame  manner  the  conftable •  of 
Oxford,  and  Reginald  Warren  the  fubftitute  of  the  conftable  ;  but  Ralph  Glan- 
ville and  Hugh  de  Creffi  tenent  nova  placita  &  novas  confuetudines  paffim*  •  .\ 

Mad.  i.  123,  4,  &c. 

be 
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be  little  doubted,  when  we  find  it  obferved  in  more  than  CHAP.  i. 
twenty  records  near  this  period.  The  foreft  laws  were  en- 
forced  and  maintained  by  a  feparate  officer  ;  and,  at  this 
period,  k  Alan  de  Neville  prefided  over  its  pleas.  The  civil 
courts  alfo  ftill  continued  feparated  from  the  ecclefiaftical ;  and 
we  find  not  only  laics,  but  dignified  k  clergymen,  rendering 
payments  into  the  exchequer  for  fuits  relative  to  feudal  tenure, 
being  tried  before  the  courts  of  chriftianity. 

It  appears  highly  reasonable  to  imagine,  that  commhTioners 
continued  regularly  to  traverfe  the  kingdom,  and  enquire  into 
the  conducl  of  the  flieriffs,  bailiffs,  and  forefters  of  the  realm, 
not  only  in  the  reign  of  the  Conqueror,  but  his  fons  William 
and  Henry.  The  laws  of  Edward  were  fanclioned  by  his 
fucceflbr ;  for  Chernet  appeals  to  a  jury,  l  and  rejects  the 
Norman  corfnet  or  ordeal ;  confequently,  the  ancient  cuftoms 
and  ufages  muft  have  been  then  renewed,  (if  ever  they  had 
been  difcontinued,)  though  commiflioners  might  prefide  in  the 
court  of  a  quondam  earl.  In  conformity  to  this  opinion,  the 
oldeft  records  of  the  crown  now  extant  (thofe  of  the  fifth m 
of  Stephen)  tranfmit  the  names  of  juftices,  or  inquifitors, 
that  vifited  the  feveral  counties,  and  afTefTed  their  pleas,  fines, 
aids,  and  farms.  But  the  power  of  thefe  men  extended  not  to 
the  barons,  or  privileged  orders,  who  were  folely  refponfible 
to  their  peers,  or  claimed  an  exclufive  right  of  being  judged 
by  the  king  in  council,  or  chief  jufHciary  of  the  crown. 

k  Mad  i.  133. 

fc  Prior  de  Wireceftria  reddit  compotum  de  10  marcis  quia  tenuit  placilum  de 
laico  feodo  in  curia  cbriftianitatis. 

Mag.  Rot.  31  H.  2.  Rot.  3.  and  many  others.     Mad.  i.  561. 

1  Picot  contraduxit  fuum  teftimonium  de  villanis  &  vili  plebe  &  de  pra;pofitis 

qui  volunt  defendere  per  facramentum  aut  per  Dei  judicium,  &c.  teftes  Willelmi 

de  Chernet  nolunt  accipere  legem  nifi  regis  Edvardi.  Domefday,  44  b. 

"  Mad.  i.  148. 

E   2  Whatever 
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CHAP.  i.  Whatever  perfon  had  fraudently  obtained  pofleflion  of  pro- 
1272 Pert/»  ea*ily  Secured  his  right  and  title,  by  obtaining  a  charter 
the  crown,  not  to  plead  his  caufe,  only  in  the  royal 
prefence.  Thefe  grants  are  neither  few,  nor  in  a  particular 
reign  ;  and  when  the  king  received  plunderers  under  his  pro- 
tection, there  was  no  appeal.  Such  briefs  were  not  limited 
to  the  refidence  of  the  monarch,  or  its  immediate  neighbour- 
hood, but  prevailed  in  n  Cornwall  and  Yorkfhire,  the  counties 
of  Gloucefter  and  Lincoln,  Lancafter  and  Norfolk.  Thefe 
immunities  were  not  to  be  obtained  without  confiderable  pre- 
fents,  termed  oblata,  and  may  be  confidered  as  the  peace- 
offerings  of  iniquity.  For  when  fuch  privileges  had  been 
granted,  a  redrefs  of  grievances  depended  not  on  right,  or 
juftice,  but  on  the  °  fine  tendered  at  the  exchequer.  Hence  the 
poffeffions  of  the  fubjecl  were  held  by  a  precarious  tenure,  and 
greatly  depended  on  the  dictatorial  will  of  the  lord,  his  avarice, 
his  prodigality,  or  his  favour.  Sometimes,  indeed,  thefe  defpotic 
princes  held  a  formal  court  of  judicature,  with  the  fplendour 
of  a  fovereign,  and  affected  to  adminifter  juftice ;  and  fbme- 
times  decided  litigated  points  on  their  journey  p ;  for  it  was 
impoffible  that  a  fuit  could  arife,  or  be  terminated,  without 
emolument  to  themfelves.  Fines  1  were  paid  for  inftituting  a 

*  Ailwardus  filius  Serici   reddit  compotum  de  20  marcis,    pro  brevi    regis 
habendo,  ne  placitet  nifi  coram  eo.     M.  R,  22.  H.  2.  Cornubia.     Robertas 
pro  confirmatrone  de  perquifitionibus  fuis,  &  ne  ponatiir  in  placitum  nifi  coram 
rcge.     Everwich,  &c.  Vid.  Mad.  i.   118.  &  fequent. 

0  Pleas  continually  ftaid  propter  finem  fubfcriptum.  Mad.  paflim. 

*  In  curia  &  itinere.  .    . 

«  Fines  &  amerciamenta  de  itinere  regis,  Ricardus  de  Clendon  reddit  com- 
potum pro  licentia  concordandi  de  xnii  marcis,  Willelmus  de  Clendon  pro 
eodem  vi  de  marcis. 

M.  Rot.  10  Job.  12  b.  Norhamtefcire.     Mad.  i.  151.  &  paflim.. 

plea, 
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plea,  fines  were  paid  for  the  liberty  of  amicably  adjufting  it,  CHAP.  i. 
even  in  the  royal  prefence. 

Subfequent  to  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  the  jurif- 
prudence  of  the  kingdom  was  entirely  neglecled,  and  the 
executive  authority  much  enfeebled.  When  Richard  had  com- 
pleted his  armament  for  the  crufade,  he  compiled,  indeed,  a 
code  of  laws,  calculated  for  a  horde  of  barbarians,  rather 
than  the  inhabitants  of  a  civilized  flate.  The  punifhment 
was  fummary ;  the  trial,  probably,  by  martial  law.  This 
digeft,  or  proclamation,  was  iffued  by  the  king  in  council,  and 
with  the  approbation  and  advice  of  his  moft  experienced 
minifters.  As  fuch  a  precious  fragment  mould  not  be  entirely 
difregarded,  we  mall  epitomize  its  articles. r 

The  murderer  of  a  man,  by  fea,  mall  be  tied  to  the  corpfe, 
and  immerfed  in  the  ocean ;  on  more,  be  bound  to  the  body, 
and  buried  alive.  Whoever  is  convicted  of  drawing  his  dagger, 
and  fpilling  blood,  mall  lofe  his  hand  ;  of  Striking,  without  blood- 
fhed,  mail  be  thrice  plunged  in  the  fea.  To  revile  an  aflbciate 

'  1189.  Charta  Ricardi  I.  Omnibus  hominibus  fuis  hierofolymam  per  mare 
ituris  falutem.  Sciatis  nos  de  communi  proborum  virorum  confilio,  fecifle  has 
juftitias  fubfcriptas.  Qui  hominem  in  navi  interfecerit,  ligatus  cum  mortuo 
projiciatur  in  mare.  Si  autem  eum  ad  terram  interfecerit,  cum  mortuo  ligatus 
in  terram  infodiatur.  Si  quis  atem  per  legitimos  teftes  convi£lus  fuerit  quod 
cultellum  ad  alium  percutiendum  extraxerit,  aut  quod  alium  ad  fanguinem  per- 
cuflerit,  pugnum  perdat.  Si  autem  de  palma  percufTerit  fine  efFufione  fan- 
guinis,  tribus  vicibus  mergatur  in  mari.  Si  quis  autem  focio  opprobrium  aut 
convitia  aut  odium  Dei  injecerit  :  quot  vicibus  ei  conviciatus  fuerit,  tot  uncias  * 
argenti  ei  det.  Latro  autem  de  furto  convi&us  tondeatur  ad  modum  campionis 
&  pix  bulliens  fuper  caput  ejus  effundatur,  &  pluma  pulvinaris  fuper  caput 
ejus  excutiatur  ad  cognofcendum  cum  &  in  prima  terra,  qua  naves  applicuerinr, 
projiciatur.  Rym.  Feed.  i.  p.  65. 

*  Thefe  laws  were  framed  for  the  leaders  or  barons,  for  none  under  the  degree  of. 
a  knight  could  pay  ounces  of  iilver  for  a  fine. 

in 
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CHAP.  i.  iu  the  expedition,  or  charge  him  with  irreligion,  (hall  fubje& 
1065 — tne  offender  to  a  penalty  of  an  ounce  of  (liver  for  each  afper- 
i  fion.  A  robber  (hall  be  tarred  and  feathered,  and  fent  on 
fhore  at  the  firft  port. 

The  laws  of  '  Oleron,  publiflied  by  the  fame  monarch,  are 
of  a  different  defcription,  and  certainly  form  a  good  maritime 
code  for  that  sera ;  but  as  they  principally  relate  to  commerce, 
we  (hall  defcant  on  them  under  another  head. 

The  celebrated  Magna  Charta,  which,  in  the  language  of 
Blackflone, l  "  jirotetted  every  individual  of  the  nation,  in  the, 
free  enjoyment  of  his  life,  his  liberty  and  property"  would 
certainly  merit  our  attentive  confideration,  if  we  entertained 
fimilar  fentiments  of  it.  Doubtlefs  we  have  deliberately  exa- 
mined this  boafted  bill  of  liberty,  but  cannot  find  any  claufe 
that  affecls  the  body  of  the  nation,  the  commonalty,  or  even 
yeomen,  except  the  cited  ftipulation,  that  inferior  feudal  chiefs 
(hould  model  their  behaviour  towards  their  refpe&ive  vaffals, 
according  to  thofe  regulations  and  reftriclions  that  their  feig- 
neur  had  adopted.  The  defcendants  of  '  Engliflimen  were 
flaves ;  and,  except  of  the  clerical  profeffion,  had  no  rights. 
How  could  their  life  be  fecure,  when  their  murder  fubjefted 
not  the  affaffin,  or  his  hundred,  to  a  fine  ?  How  could  they 
enjoy  liberty,  when  they  were  a  chattel  and  fixture  of  their 
tyrant?  How  could  their  property  be  protected,  when  the 
extravagance  of  their  patron  fubjecled  their  houfe  and  utenfils 
to  inftant  confifcation  ?  Such  circumftances  might  have  taken 
place,  without  an  infringement  of  the  charter.  But  we  may 

'•  .*    1 '*'.!•  '.-" 

1  A  fmall  ifland  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  which  Richard  inherited  in  right  of 
his  mother. 

'  Commentaries,  Book  4.  ch.  33.  p.  424. 

1  Englefcheria,  a  diftinguifliing  criterion  betwixt  Englishmen  and  Normans, 
ftill  in  force.  Vid.  Diflertation  on  Cuftoms,  &c^ 

judge 
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judge  how  frequently  thefe  compulfively  extracted  privileges  CHAP.  i'. 
were  violated,  when  even  u  Coke  allows,  that  thefe  ordonnances  IO"5 
were  more  than  thirty  times  ratified.     Indeed,  if  we  had 
other  authority  for  the  Anglo-faxonic  Slavery  and  feudal  fubor- 
dination,  we  might  reafonably  prefume,  that  the  ancestors  of 
Englishmen,  or  Normans,  had  never  enjoyed  great  indepen- 
dence or  liberty,  Since  their  posterity  were  perfectly  Satisfied 
with  fuch  inconsiderable  conceSfions. 

To  juStify  our  Statement,  we  Shall  adduce  authorities  from 
Bracton,  the  great  law  luminary  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third,  and  other  incontro- 
vertible documents  ;  and  if  lord  x  Bacon's  excellent  defmitior 
of  a  good  law,  "  that  its  language  and  object  Should  be  clez 
its  principle  juSt,  its  execution  eaSy,  its  fpirit  congenial  to 
government,  its  effect  virtuous,"  muSt  be  admitted,  not  one 
good  law  was  extant  in  England  at  this  period. 

Slavery,    at  this   aera,    fo  generally  prevailed,    that,  every 
member  of  the  community  was  Subjected  to  its 
The  monarch  was  inSulted  and  haraSTed  by  the 
whilft  each  individual  baron,  when  feparated,  neCt  * 
mitted  to  the  tyranny  of  his  fuperior.     The  children "SJ^JJL0/ 
the  moSt  potent  earls  were  not  leSs  exempt  from  the  dictatorial 
controul  of  their  feudal  lord,  than  the  inferior  vaSIal  from  the 
power  of  his  chieftain.     Whatever  ancient  or  modern  y  lawyers 
may  aSTert  to  the  contrary,  it  is  an  indisputable  truth,  tha( 

•"32".     2  Inftrtut.  prooeminm.     ! £ 

»  Lex  bona  cenferi  poflit,  qux  fit  intimatione  certa,  prjeceptt  jiifta,  excci? 
tione  commoda^  cum  forma  politic  congrua,  et  generans  virtutemfubditis. 

Bacon  de  Augmentat.  Scientut.  L.  8.  c. 

v  The  claufe  in  Mag.  Char,  hxredes  maritentur  abfque  difparagaione,  meani 
certainly  by  Haeredes,  heirs  female,  as  there  are  no  traces  before  this  to 
foundjof  the  bids  claiming  the  marriage  of  heirs  male  ;  and  as  Glmville  expref 
confines  it  to  heirs  fenoale.  Blackflun,  B.  2.  ch. 

he 
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CHAP.  i.  heirs  male,  equally  with  females,  were  married  to  what  perfons 
1065 —  tne  fbvereign  willed,  both  prior  and  fubfequent  to  Magna 
Charta.  In  every  reign,  from  z  Stephen  to  Edward  the  Firft, 
fines  are  recorded  to  have  been  paid  by  men  for  permiffion  to 
marry  according  to  their  inclination.  In  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Second,  both  *  parties  fine  for  fuch  privilege,  when  their 
parents  were  living,  and  defirous  of  the  connection.  b  Henry 
the  Third  ftipulates  with  the  prince  of  Savoy  for  his  daughter's 
marriage,  either  to  the  earl-  of  Warren  or  Lincoln,  who  are 
minors  under  his  protection,  and  whofe  hands  are  at  his 
difpofal. 

The  inequality  of  the  law  to  perfons  of  different  conditions, 
night  here  lead  us  to  an  enquiry  relative  to  ranks  and  fervices ; 
it  this  fubjecl:  we  referve  for  a  felecl  difcuflion.     It  is  fufficient 
our  prefent  purpofe  to  flate,  that  every  inferior  tenant  of 
crown  was  fubjecl:  to  fimilar  reftriclions  and  impofitions, 
\Tyery  vaflal  owed  fuch  fervices  to  his  proper  lord.     But 
l-ver  claffes,  and  flaves,  experienced  more  cruel  treat- 
••;-;_      The  Scotirfh  c  Merchetum  prevailed  alfo  in  England. 
V*  This 

V 

t  '  :.-J  .l>     -i  *" 

*  W*ITerus  de  Canceio  reddit  compotum  de  15  libras  ut  ducat  uxorem  ad 

velle  fuuW     Mag.  Rot.  Steph.  Rot.  3.  a  Mad.  i.  464.     Ricardus  de  Luci  pro 
fe  maritando  ubi  voluerit.     I.  465. 

a  Adam  filius  Norman,  r.  c.  de  i81.  :6s.  8d.  pro  maritanda  filia-  fua  filio 
Willelmi  de  Leclai.  Willelmus  filius  Htigonis  de  Leelay  r.  c.  de  azl.  8s.  pro 
maritanda  filia  predi&i  adae  filio  fuo. 

Mag.  Rot.  31  Hen.  2.  Rot.  5  a.     Mad.  i.  512. 

b  1 246.  Rex  maritari  faciet  filiam  comitis  Sabaudiz  vel  Johanni  de  Warenna, 
qui  fi  vixerit,  comes  erit,  Warennz,  vel  Edmundo  de  Lacy,  qui  fi  vixerit, 
comes  erit,  Lincolniae.  Qui  quidem  pueri  funt  in  cuftodia  regis  &  maritagium 
eorum  ad  regem  pertinet.  Rymer  Fcedera,  Vol.  I.  441. 

*  Merchetum  vero  pro  filia  dare  non  competit  libero  homini,  inter  alia 
propter  liberi  fanguinis  privilegium,  et  unde  in  dominicis  Domini  regis  diftin- 

guendum 
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This  d  fine  was  the  characterizing  distinction  betwixt  a  free-  CHAP.  i. 
man,  (whofe  daughter  was  exempted  from  fuch  infamous l( 
proftitution  by  the  purity  of  her  defcent)  and  a  Soccage 
kin,  in  the  royal  demefnes.  The  d  free  yeomen  of  the  royal 
manors  had  been  lately  inverted  with  fome  peculiar  privileges, 
becaufe  the  monarch  was  contending  with  his  turbulent  barons, 
and  wifhed  to  attach  them  to  his  caufe.  But  the  copy-holders 
and  their  fervants,  the  majority  of  the  nation,  were  the 
d  chattels  of  their  lord,  the  animals  attached  to  his  foil,  whofe 
implements  of  husbandry,  and  pofTeffions,  he  could  feize  at 
pleafure  for  his  own  ufe.  The  natural  energy  in  the  human 
character,  that  impels  us  to  feek  our  own  good,  and  Simulates 
to  fuch  exertions  of  activity  and  labour,  as  neither  the  goad 
or  the  whip  can  produce  in  beafts  of  burthen,  is  fpeedily  fup- 
prefTed  or  extinguilhed  in  the  breafr.  of  that  man,  who  is  con- 
fcious  that  he  is  toiling  for  another,  and  that  the  acquifitions 
of  his  induftry,  real  or  perfonal,  are  the  property  of  his  matter. 
Thus  a  vegetating  ftream,  that,  flowing  in  proper  channels, 
might  have  fertilized  the  country,  ftagnated  and  inert,  yields 
the  naufeous  and  pernicious  weeds  of  the  green-mantling 
pool. 

guendum  erit  inter  liberos  et  villanos  Sockmannos,  qui  in  dominico  Domini 
regis  nati  funt,  et  ab  antique  tenuerunt  in  villenagio. 

Brafton,  Lib.  2.  c.  8. 

*  Poteftas  dominorum  in  fervos  nunc  coarflata  eft  per  jus  civile,  &c.     Hoc 
autem  verum  eft  de  illis  fcrvis,   qui  tenent  de  antique  Dominico  Corons,  fed  de 
aliis  fecus  eft  ;  quia  quandocunque  placuerit  Domino,  auferre  poterit  a  villano 
fuo  Waynagium  fuum  &  omnia  bona  fua.  Brafton,  Lib.  i.  c.  9. 

*  Fine  paid  to  the  lord  for  not  claiming  his  right  of  firft  fleeping  with  a  bride. 
"  I  cannot  learn  that  ever  this  cuftom  prevailed  in  England." 

Blackfton,  book  2.  ch.  6. 

*  Quandocunque  placuerit  domino  auferre  poterit  a  villano  fuo  Waynagium 
fuum  &  omnia  bona  fua — quicquid  per  fervum  jufte  acquiritur,   id  domino  ac- 
quiritur.  Bradlon,  Lib.  i.  c.  9. 

VOL.  ii.  F  Thefe 


34  THE  HISTORY  OF  SOUTH  BRITAIN. 

CHAP.  i.  Thefe  miferable  beings  were  not  only  (laves  themfelves,  but 
5  the  caufe  of  fiavery  to  all  connected  with  them.  If  they 
married  a  free  woman,  their  offspring  were '  villains.  If  their 
daughters  were  married  to  a  gentleman,  ftill  the  children 
were  flaves,  if  born  within  the  jurifdiclion  of  their  defpot, 
though  married  with  his  concurrence,  and  he  had  received  the 
Merchatum  fine.  Thefe  topics  will  be  more  fully  difcufTed  in 
our  diflertations  on  cuftoms  and  manners,  ranks  and  fervices. 
But  furely  no  unprejudiced  writer,  who  will  candidly  invefti- 
gate  the  annals  of  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third ;  perufe  the 
Commentaries  of  Bradlon,  Flet;a  or  Britton  ;  examine  the 
Faedera  of  Rymer ;  confult  the  records  of  Madox ;  or  impar- 
tially read  the  evidence  adduced  in  this  chapter  ;  can  hereafter 
proclaim,  that  Magna  Charta,  pafled  fifty  years  previous  to 
many  of  our  authorities,  protected  every  individual  of  the  na- 
tion, in  the  free  enjoyment  of  his  life,  his  liberty  and  pro- 
perty, either  in  theory  or  practice. 

But  though  national  franchifes  received  fo  little  augmenta- 
tion, extenfive  charters  of  rights  were  conferred  on  corporate 
bodies,  boroughs,  abbey-villages,  and  individuals.  Particular 
cities  and  diftricls  had  continued  to  regulate  the  police  of  their 
divifion,  according  to  the  received  ufages  and  cuftoms  that 
had  prevailed  in  the  time  of  the  ConfefTor  ;  for  William  had 
ratified  the  laws  of  the  country,  prior  to  the  formation  of 
Domefday,  and  various  abftrafts  of  them  are  there  recorded. 
As  our  ftaternents,  on  this  fubjeft,  will  vary  much  from  thofe 
of  preceding  hiftorians,  we  take  leave  to  premife  a  few  obfer- 

*  Si  villanus  ingrediatur  ad  liberam  in  liberutn  tenementum,  partus  prove- 
niens  erit  fervus.  Item  dicitur  fervus  nacione  de  libero  genitus,  qui  fe'copu- 
lartt  villanae  in  villenagium,  five  copula  maritalis  intervenerit  five  non,  &c.  &c. 

Bradton,  Lib.  i.  c.  6. 

vations. 
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rations.    That,  however  we  may  be  ftigmatized  as  a  f  "  flavifh,  CHAP.  r. 
or  narrow-minded  writer;"  however  abufed  by  the  friends  of ro°5 

I  272. 

that  (fictitious)  constitution,  which  our  Anglo-faxon  anceftors  >^/~Y-N_/ 
poflefled,  and  which  their  pofterity  have  glorioufly  g  "  re- 
deemed, after  a  conteft  of  fix  centuries"  ;  we  ftill  mail  obey 
the  dictates,  that  arife  from  the,  conviction  of  rational  evidence 
candidly  examined,  and  declare,  without  hefitation,  thofe 
fentiments,  which  truth  commands  a  faithful  hiftorian  to  de- 
tail. Mifreprefentation  is  never  juftifiable,  though  the  good- 
nefs  produced,  may,  in  particular  cafes,  fomewhat  palliate  the 
deception  that  has  been  practifed.  But  at  the  prefent  aera, 
deceit  is  unnecefiary.  Rational  liberty  is  founded  on  a  firmer 
foundation,  than  aboriginal  prefcription,  or  vifionary  perfection, 
and  is  beft  known  by  its  fruits,  and  experimental  excellence. 
Though  the  ftrong  advocate  of  manly  freedom,  we  can  ftill 
admit  the  flavery  of  our  forefathers  ;  yea,  view,  with  fatis- 
factory  exultation,  our  enfranchifement  from  their  thraldom. 

The  authorities  we  produce  to  prove  the  truth  of  our  ftate- 
ment,  will  be  extracted  from  Domefday,  and  from  thofe 
diftricts  where  the  three  different  laws,  then  exifting,  pre- 
vailed ;  from  the  h  Saxon  laws  in  Somerfetfliire,  the  Mercian 
laws  in  Buckindiammire,  and  the  Danim  laws  in  Norfolk. 

O 

In  the  reign  of  the  Confeffor,  Stigand,  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, was  the  proprietor  of  the  borough  of  Taunton.  He 
was  the  general  patron,  on  whom  all  were  dependant,  not 
only  the  villains,  cottagers,  fervants  or  fwineherds,  but  even 
merchants,  an  aflbciated  guild  of  freemen,  appertained  to  him, 
were  his  property,  and  he  could  levy  contributions  on  them 

f  Blackfton.  e  Ibid. 

h  Taunton— Tempore  regis  Edward!  Stigandus  habebat  ibi  80  villanos,  gi 
bordarios,  70  fervos,  16  cvlibertos,  17  porcarios. 

Great  Domefday,  87  b- 

IT    >>  at 
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CHAP.  i.  at  pleafure.  In  the  town  of  '  Buckingham  we  have,  a  very 
~  diftincl:  account  of  different  burgeffes,  their  owners  in  the  time 
'  of  Edward,  to  whom  they  are  transferred  by  the  Conqueror, 
their  value  to  their  refpe&ive  lords,  and  payments  to  the  king. 
In  k  Norwich,  the  third  city  of  the  kingdom,  the  burgefles 
had  no  peculiar  corporate  rights,  which  all  equally  pofiefled, 
for  they  belonged  to  different  proprietors,  and  were,  confe- 
quently,  fubjecl  to  different  regulations  ;  the  majority  of  them 
paid  their  cuftoms  and  rent  to  the  king,  and  their  earl,  or 
alderman ;  fome  to  the  archbifhop,  and  others  to  Harold. 
The  only  places  that  appear  to  have  enjoyed  fuperior  privileges, 
are  the  cities  of  London,  York,  Winchefter,  and  '  Exeter. 
Thefe  were  not  taxed,  except  when  the  whole  realm  was 
taxed ;  and  the  kingdom,  or  the  lands  of  the  nobility,  could 
not  probably  be  taxed,  without  the  concurrence  of  a  national 
council,  or  general  afiembly  of  earls  and  barons,  the  peers  of 
the  monarch. 

'  Buckingham  Great  Domefday,  143.  Reddens  [   Redden* 

~  r  Domino.  I       Regi. 

Epilcopus  conitantienfis  habet  3  burgenles.  Den.    |      Den. 

Hugo  Comes  habet    I.  Burgenfem  qui  fuit  Homo  Burnardi       26  5 

Robertus  de  Olgi    —  I  Azor  16  5 

Rogertis  de  Jnii      —  4  •  Azor  76  13 

Hugo  de  Bolebec     —  4  Alrici  28  12 

HafcoiusMufart     —  i  Azor  16  2 

Manno  Brito  —  4  faeminae  Syred  Eddevse          28  nil 

Ernulf  de  Hefding—    r  Wilaf  -  2  3 

Leuuin  de  Neuueham  5  412 

WillelmusdeCaflellon  2  16  nihil 

k  In  Norvico  veteri  rex  et  comes  habebant  facam,  focam  &  confuetudinem 
de  1238  burgenfes.     Stigandus  de  50.     Heroldus  de  22. 

Little  Domefday,  1 1 8. 

1  Exeter.     Msec    civitas   tempore   regis  Edvardi,  non  geldabat  nifi   quando 
Anglia,  Londonia,  Eboracum,  Wintonia  geldabant. 

Great  Domefday,  too. 

The 
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The  variety  of  clafles,  that  inhabited  the  towns  and  cities,  CHAP.  i. 
is  fo  great  and  uncertain,  that  we  cannot  treat  of  burgefles  in  r 
general  with  any  tolerable  precifion,   at  'this   period.     This, 
however,  may  be  afierted,  that  their  houfes  belonged  either  to 
the  king,  the  earl,  fome  powerful  baron,  dignified  ecclefiaftic, 
or  pious  foundation.     Many  of  the  burgefles  were  attached  to 
particular  manors,  even  in  the  moft  privileged  cities,  in  mLort-' 
don,  m  Winchefter,  and  "  Chefter.     Their  annual  afreflments 
varied  in  proportion  to  their  circumftances,  under  the  govern- 
ment and  laws  of  the  Confeflor ;  and  however  boroughs  may1 
have  afierted  their  /ight  and  claim  to  a  certain  ftipulated  pay- 
ment, a  fixed  tribute  and  farm,  or  the  ancient   privilege   of 
lot  and  fcot ;  we  are  afiured  that  the  burgefles  of  "Nottingham 
paid  an  additional  fum  on  account  of  their  opulence.     There 
are  evident  proofs,  that  all  the  towns  were  frequently  furveyed, 
a  new  eftimate  formed,  and  their  rental  augmented.     p  Wal- 
lingford,  previous  to  the  conqueft,  was  valued  at  thirty  pounds, 
afterwards  at  forty,  when  DomeiHay  was  compiled,  at  fixty, 
and  yet  produced  eighty  pounds  per  annum.     This  great  in- 
creafe  in  the  price  of  houfes,  occurred  in  a  period  of  twenty 
years ;  and  the  annual  eftimates  of  the  burgefles,  by  the  dif- 
ferent   fheriffs   or   wardens,    were   ftill    more   various.     The 
average  value  of  a  houfe  in  Wallingford  was  more  than  fix 

m  Inter  Francigenas  &  quofdam  Burgenfes  Lundonias  23  Hidas.de  terra  Vllla- 
norum.  Domefday,  127  b. 

m  7  Burgenfes  pertinent  inanerio  Sarifberie.  Great  Domefday,  76-. 

"  10  Burgenfes  pertinent  de  manerio  de  Roelaii. 

Anhlote  &  Anfchote,  Confuetudinem  Anglorum  quod  ipfi  dicunt.  Leg.  Wil- 
lelmi  anno  410  regni  (i.  e.)  unum  tributum  &  una  folutio  "R n  unus  hlo5S  tri- 
butum  et  SchoS  folutio.  Lye  Saxon  Diftion. 

0  Tempore  regis  Edvardv  de  cenfu  &  opibus  ioL  Great  Domefday. 

'  Wallingford.  250  hagae  diverforum  hominum  tempore  regis  Edvardi 
valebant  jgl.  poil  40!.  mudo  6ol.  tamen  reddunt  de  firnia  Sol.  in  numero. 

Great  Domefday,  56. 
{hillings, 
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CHAP.  i. {Killings,  in  Colchefter  fix-pence;  the  rich  inhabitants  of 
~  Nottingham  paid  three  (hillings  and  fix-pence  each,  the  poor 
'  burgefles  of  Ipfwich  one  penny.  All  the  boroughs  and  cities 
of  the  realm  were  doubtlefs  dependant  on  fome  patron,  prior 
to  the  conqueft,  though  inverted  with  different  privileges  and 
liberties,  by  the  favour  or  mercy  of  their  lord.  If  William 
had  no  intention  of  continuing  the  franchifes  they  enjoyed,  why 
did  he  command  that  they  fhould  be  particularly  fpecified,  and 
recorded,  in  his  furvey  ?  If  he  intended  to  violate  their  rights 
and  eftablifhed  cuftoms,  why  would  he  tranfmit  a  memorial  of 
them  to  pofterity  ?  But  we  have  more  than  prefumptive  au- 
thority. The  Englifh  q  burgefles  refident  in  Hereford  are  ex- 
prefsly  ftated  to  poflefs  all  their  former  cuftoms,  we  cannot 
lay  enjoy  their  privileges,  for  immunities  like  theirs,  rather 
conftitute  flavery,  than  eftablifh  liberty.  But  on  this  fubjecl: 
we  fhall  enlarge  hereafter. 

As  prodigality,  and  avarice,  are  alternately  confpicuous  in  the 
conduct  of  the  Norman  princes,  as  their  inteftine  commotions, 
Avith  their  turbulent  barons,  emptied  their  exchequer,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  adopt  extraordinary  means  of  fupplying  then 
neceffities,  (when  the  aids  and  rents  of  their  towns  gave  them 
little  affiftance,  when  even  the  talliages  or  poll-tax  of  them 
were  inefficient  for  their  wants,)  they  appealed  to  the  intereft, 
of  their  fubjefts,  and  propofed  to  confer  privileges  and  fran- 
chifes for  Stipulated  advances  of  money.  By  fuch  means  were 
liberties  obtained,  and  mild  laws  procured.  There  is  not  a 
city  or  borough  in  the  realm,  that  has  not  frequently  bought 
its  charter,  that  has  not  paid  for  the  eftablimment  of  its  cor- 
poration, the  renewal  of  its  market,  the  formation  of  its  guild, 
or  the  exemption  of  its  inhabitants  from  the  judicial  combat 

*  Anglic!  burgenfcs  ibi  mancntes  habent  fuus  priores  conftietudines. 

Great  Domefday.     179. 
Of 
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of  the  ordeal ;  for  Norman  princes  efteemed  themfelves  little  CHAP.  i. 

bound  by  the  a6ts  of  their  predeceflbrs.     When  a  new  monarch  r 

J  1272. 

afcended  the  throne,  a  r  renovation  of  charters  muft  take  place,  > 
if  the  burgefles  wiftied  to  enjoy  their  franchifes  ;  and  their  own 
grants  were  confidered  of  fo  little  confequence,  that  there  was1 
frequently  a  neceffity  of  purchafmg  their  ratification.  We 
may  judge  how  infecure  the  property  of  burgefles  rhuft  be, 
when  fo  late  as  the  year  1258,  (the  year  that  Simon  Montfort 
eftablifhed  the  Oxford  ariftocracy,)  Henry  authorized  his 
brother,  earl  of  Cornwall,  and  king  of  the  Romans,  to  s  talliage 
all  his  boroughs  and  manors,  which  once  belonged  to  the 
crown,  and  to  collect  a  fubfidy  from  all  his  free  tenants  in  the 
kingdom.  It  little  fignified  that  the  word  reafonable  poll-tax 
was  inferted  in  this  proclamation,  for  we  muft  recollecT:  that 
there  was  no  appeal,  at  this  aera,  from  the  court  or  will  of  the 
lord,  and  that  his  wants  or  avarice  eftablifhed  the  proportion, 
and  fixed  the  competency.  Boroughs  doubtlefs  poflefled  privi- 
leges and  cuftoms  both  by  charter  and  prescription-,  which 
villages  enjoyed  not,  and  which,  if  inviolably  obferved,  con- 
ftituted,  at  leaft,  great  immunities  from  flavery,  and  fome 
portion  of  freedom.  Burgefles  could  marry  their  children 
without  obtaining  the  confent  of  their  lord,  had  a  peculiar 

*  Omnes  charts  &  confirmationes,  quas  prioris  figilli  impreffione  roborata; 
fuerint,  irritae forent,  nifi  pofleriori  fagillo  roborentur.  Rot.  Ric.  i.  ex  Radulfo 
Cogfhill. 

Qui  fuis  libertatibus  volebant  gauclere,  ut  innovarent  Chartas  fuas.  M.  R.  10. 
Henri  3'". 

'  1258.  De  tallia  pro  rege  Romanorum.  Conceffimus  ei,  quod  bnrgos  & 
maneria  fua,  qua;  fuenmt  Dominica  noltra,  rationabiiier  talliare  poffit  hac  vice, 
licet  Dominica  noftra  per  Angliam  ad  prasfens  non  fecerimus  talliam — et  omnibus 
libere  tenentibus  de  illuftri  rege  Romanorum  in  Anglia.  Univerfitatem  veftram 
rogamus  attente  quatenus,  &c:  eidem  hac  neceflitate  fua  jam  competens  fub- 
fidium  impendcre  ftudeatis.  Rymer.  Faedera.  torn.  I.  p.  669. 

court 
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CHAP.  i.  court  :aiv};jurifdi6Hon,  were  to  be   tried  by  a  jury,  and  other 
"   ^01"^"*1"011  will  be  particularly  exhibited  in  another 


^  chapters     ftr;rn  K:  n  -,'   t 

•r  .In  the  reigns  of  John  and  Henry,  London  became  confcious 
of  its  importance,  and  occasionally  derived  advantages  from 
the  conflicts  of  the  king  and  barons.  But  the  principal  pri- 
vileges obtained  were  granted  from  pecuniary  considerations, 
and  me  purchased  the  election  of  her  fheriffs  or  receivers  of 
her  ferm,  the  formation  of  her  merchant-guilds,  and  choice 
of  her  mayor.  Her  internal  police  doubtlefs  was  much  im- 
proved, the  recovery  of  debts  facilitated  fubfequent  to  1240,; 
but  her  aldermen  were  only  empowered  to  act  for  their  own 
ward,  for  magistrates  or  justices  of  the  peace  were  not  ap- 
pointed till  the  Succeeding  reign,  the  grand  age  of  reform  in 
Englifh  jurisprudence.  London  indeed,  equally  with  every. 
other  borough,  that  had  not  a  peculiar  proprietor,  (Some 
powerful  noble  or  ecclefiaftic,)  was  Slill  considered  as  the  royal 
property,,,  was.  talliageable,  at  the  mercy  of  the  king,  and 
affefTed'  twenty  thoufand  marks,  in  1271,  the  year  previous  to 
the  period  limiting  our  prefent  observations.  This  we  pledge 
ourfelves  fully  to  prove  -in  a  particular  diSTertation. 

In  the  turbulent  reign  of  Henry  the  third,  no  good  laws 
were  framed,  but  many  cuStoms  gradually  introduced,  that 
ameliorated  the  Situation  of  ruSHcs  and  burgeSTes,  and  heightened 
their  importance.  In  the  year  1264,  boroughs  had  obtained 
fo  great  confequence,  and  their  co-operation,  in  the  civil  wars, 
was  of  fo  great  aSSiStance  to  the  party,  whofe  caufe  they 
efpoufed,  that  when  Molitfort  had  Henry  his  priSbner,  and  the 
prince  of  Wales  was  in  arms  againft  him,  (to  derive  the  greatest 
poSfible  advantage  from  the  name  and  poffeffion  of  the  royal 
captive)  he  compelled  the  monarch,  to  iflue  furrynonfes  for 
affembling  not  only  four  knights  from  each  county,  but  two 

citizens 
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citizens  and  burgefTes   from  each  royal  borough.     This  we  CH£P<  '• 
hefitate  not  to  declare  the  firft  fummons  for  a  *  parliament  of"       2. 
commons,  and  the  true  origin  of  our   excellent  constitution ' 
and  laws.     This  afTertion  we  mall  maintain  beyond  controverfy 
in  a  feparate  u  chapter,  and  for  the  prefent  fhall  decline  farther 
obfervations  on  the  nature  of  the  laws  and  their  execution : 
which  fubjecl:,  when  refumed  by  the  author,  will  be  reprefented 
like  x  a  dawning  twilight  to  an  obferver  emerging  from  the 
gloom  of  a  cavern,  till  in  gradual  progrefs  from  the  darkened 
ihade  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries,  he  arrives  to 
the  blaze,  fplendour,  and  clearnefs  of  meridian  light  illumi- 
nating; our  Britifh  horizon. 


o 


1  We  find  not  the  word  parleamentum  ufed  in  any  official  record  previous  to 
1260.  Rymer's  Fcedera.     Vol.  i.  p.  705. 

•  Vid.  Diflert.  on  national  afTemblies. 

*  Quale  eft  quod  ex  obfcuro  fpecu  enitentibus,  &c. 

Grot,  de  Veritate  Rel.  Chriftianx.     Lib.  5. 
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